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CHAPTER E 


AN EMBARRASSED SITUATION. 


T is now time to return to Sophia; 

who, finding all means of purſuing 
her journey artfully evaded, began to 
ſuſpect ſhe had been vilely trepanned; 
nor could ſne doubt but Lord Molton 
himſelf had been the author of it: ſhe 
therefore upbraided him with the charge 
in the ſevereſt terms; which he was ſo 
far from denying, that he boldly con- 
felled the ſcheme, and gloried in its 
ſucceſs : yet, at the ſame time, aſſured 
her, that her own coldneſs, and the vio- 
lence of his paſſion, had rendered ſuch a 
meafure indiſpenſably neceſſary. 
Vol. II. B « You 
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« You ſee, before you, Madam,” con- 


tinued he, © a man who loves you better 
« than life; and who now, in the moſt 


cc 


cc 


cc 


c«c 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


honourable terms, offers you his hand 
and fortune.” 

« And can you imagine, my lord, that 
coldneſs will be removed by a con- 
duct ſo ungenerous and indelicate ?” 


« When the diſeaſe, Madam, is deſpe- 


rate, {o mult the remedy be.” 

« And would Lord Molton, then, 
meanly employ compulſion?“ 

« No matter by what means I obtain 
my felicity—lſo I do but obtain it.” 

« Surely, my lord, your ideas of love 
are not very refined: I had a differ- 
ent opinion of a perſon of your lord- 
ſhip's good ſenſe and character.” 

« My regard for Miſs Wilſon abſorbs 
every other conſideration — without 
her, life will be a blank. —Yes, adora- 
ble Sophia—you muſt—jou ſha'] be 
mine.” 


cc If 
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cc If Lord Molton,” ſaid ſhe, trem- 
bling, „would have me believe theſe 
e proteſtations, he muſt permit me in- 
« ſtantly to purſue my journey.“ 

« Will you, then, promiſe to accept 
« my addreſſes?“ 

« I can promiſe nothing, while under 
ce the idea of reſtraint—hope every pro- 
« per return from my gratitude.” 

« That is too evaſive a reply, Miſs 
« Wilſon, for a paſſion like mine—give 
e me but your promiſe, and you ſhall be 
« free to ſet out the next hour.” 

« And ſo I will, my lord, without it,“ 
ſaid ſhe, firmly; —“ my friends will re- 
« fent this conduct, aſſure yourſelf.” 

At the term friends, his lordſhip 
ſmiled contemptuouſly. 

« Pardon me, Madam,” he reſumed, 
« you have no friend who loves you with 
« half the ardour that I do.” 

« As a proot of that regard, then, re- 
« leaſe me from my preſent uneaſineſs. 
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e And how will the charming Sophia 
« reward me?” 

« With gratitude—inexpreſſible gra- 
e tne 

« Say with love—and I will aſk no 
* 

Sophia, without anſwering, roſe in- 
dignantly: ſhe took two or three turns 
acroſs the room, and once attempted to 
open the door; but, aware of her deſign, 
he placed himſelf immediately before 
it. 

£ Then you will not permit me to go, 
« my lord!” with a kind of menacing 
aſpect. 

« No, by Heaven! till you conſent to 
« be Lady Moiton.” 

« That I will never do,” replied ſhe, 
warmly. 

His lordſhip bit his lip, and coloure 
with reſentment. 

% I had much rather,” reſumed he, 
« owe the felicity of calling you mine, 
10 
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« your own voluntary conſent, than to 
« compulſion but if you force me to 
« uſe it —. 
No power on earth,” interrupted 
ſhe, © ſhall compel me to ſuch a mea- 
« ſtre. — Conſider, my lord, what is 
« due to yourſelf—your character—your 
« rank in lite.” 

« All which,” he rejoined, “ will re- 
« ceive luſtre from my Alliance with 
„% Miſs Wilſon.” — He then ſeized her 


hand, and with an air of rapture, preſſed 


it to his lips. —Sophia, in an agony &f 
vexation and reſentment, burſt mto 
tears. His lordſhip was affected, and 
flinging himſelf at her feet, uttered a 
thouſand proteſtations of honour and 
affection; to all which ſhe returned not 
the leaſt reply. 

When dinner was ſerved up, no Mr. 
Allsford appeared ;—having ſecured the 
prize, he had returned to London till 
his aſſiſtance ſhould be farther neceſſary. 
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No entreaties could prevail on her to 
eat a morſel, for indeed the agitation 
of her mind had rendered her extremely 


indiſpofed —After dinner his lordſhip 
told her, that fearful of diſcompoſing 
her farther, he would take a ride till 


tea, and reſpectfully withdrew. 
No ſooner was Sophia alone, than ſhe 


imagined herſelf at full liberty; and 


immediately put on her calaſh, with an 
intent to walk to the next houſe or 
cottage thai preſented itſelf, where ſhe 
thought ſhe could remain concealed till 
her further eſcape might be effected ; 
but on deſcending the flight: of ſteps at 
the door, ſhe perceived herſelf followed 
by one of his lordſhip's footmen. On 
her telling him ſhe had no occaſion for 
his attendance, he replied, that his lord 
would be extremely offended ſhould he 
omit any inſtance of reſpect to her dur- 
ing her ſtay.—This reply convinced her 
that ſhe was too carefully watched to 

hope 
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hope to eſcape eaſily; however, ſhe 
determined to walk on, flattering her- 
ſelf that if ſhe could get to the public 
road, ſhe_ might chance to find ſome 
paſſenger whom ſhe could engage in 
her reſcue ;—but on approaching the 
iron gate that led to the houſe, ſhe 
found it locked and bolted. —The houſe, 
ſhe obſerved, was ſituated in the midſt 
of a wood, and the road ſhe had paſſed 
the preceding evening nothing more 
than a bye way that led to it. Nothing 
could equal her diſtreſs at theſe diſco- 
veries however, it occurred to her, 
that ſhe might probably intereſt the 
ſervant girl in her favour, from whoſe 
appearance ſhe drew a flattering pre- 
ſage.—Alas! little did ſhe know that 
under the maſk of that ſimplicity was 
4 concealed a heart entirely devoted to 
® his lordſhip, and a will that long had 
2 known no direction but his. —Beſides, 
$ had ſhe even been diſpoſed to favour 
4 B 4 an 
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an eſcape, effectual care was taken to 
prevent it. — Two footmen were ſta- 
tioned in the houſe, with orders to be 
particularly watchful that nothing of 
that kind happened; and an old wo- 
man, whoſe vigilance in theſe caſes his 
lordſhip had often tried, had that morn- 
ing been ſent from London.—Though 
this wretch had not yet appeared be- 
fore Sophia, ſhe had, however, carefully 
attended to all her motions. 

Sophia, however, full of her project, 
rang the bell, and the girl on whom 
her hopes were founded immediately 
appearing, ſhe told her, that ſhe diſ- 
liked being ſo much alone, and ſhould 
be glad if ſhe would fetch her work, 
and fit in the room. The girl inſtantly 
obeying, ſefted herſelf in the window 
ſeat. — After ſome trifling diſcourſe, 
« I fancy” ſaid Sophia, (ſmiling) © you 
« expected my arrival — did you not, 
« Mrs. Sally ?” 

The 
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The girl colouring and heſitating, re- 
plied - Not above an hour before you 
«came, Madam.“ 

« And pray how did you know of it 
ee then?“ 

« Mr. Allsford, Madam, ſaid ſome- 
ce thing of it when he came.“ 

« And pray how long am I to ſtay 
ce here - can you tell?“ 

« don't know I believe as long 
« as you pleaſe, Madam.“ 

« How long have you lived with his 
6 lordſhip, Mrs. Sally?“ 

This queſtion quite diſconcerted her 
ſhe coloured exceſſively, and Sophia was 
convinced by her embarraſſment that 
there was ſomething more at the bot- 
tom than ſhe wished to reveal. —How- 
ever, after a varicty of queſtions, ſhe 
drew from her, that ſhe was a kept 
miſtreſs of Lord Molton's, and abſo- 
lutely dependent on him for ſubſiſt= 
ence. 
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« But can you think,” ſaid Sophia, 
« that he will ſtill ſupport you if he 
« marries ?—Would it not be your in- 
« tereſt to prevent that event? 

« No, Ma'am,” returned the girl, 
« for as ſoon as his lordſhip marries you, 
cc he has promiſed to ſettle ſomething 
« handſome on me—and if he knew I 
« had done any thipg to prevent it, I 
* ſhould be turned out of doors, perhaps 
« to ſtarve.” 

By this Sophia was convinced ſhe 
had no aſſiſtance to hope from that 
quarter. — © But you have friends,” 
ſaid ſhe. 

« None, Ma'am, (burſting into tears) 
e that will own me. My father is a re- 
e putable farmer in Kent—and 1 : 

Juſt as ſhe had begun her ſtory, Lord 
Molton rode into the court yard, and 
Sally haſtily retired. —His lordſhip, on 
entering the parlour, bowed reſpect. 
fully to Miſs Wilſon, and enquired with 
great 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 14 


7 


great tenderneſs how ſhe found herſelf? 
he replied, that confinement did not 
agree with her, 

« Oh do not diſtreſs me,” ſaid he, 
e by ſpeaking in ſuch ſevere terms.— 
« ] had rather die, Madam, than oc- 
t caſion you a moment's uneaſineſs.“ 

« How would your lordſhip wiſh me 
« to ſpeak of my unwilling detention 
&« here, if not by that name?“ 

S' death, cried he, greatly agitated, 
* muſt I then be viewed in the wretched 
« light of a gaoler, by the woman 1 
« love beyond myſelf?—How ſevere is 
« my fate! wy 

A ſervant then entering with the tea 
things, Sophia fat down at the table, 
but appeared exceſſively agitated. — 
The idea of paſling the night in the 
ſame houſe with Lord Molton—no pro- 
tecting friend at hand—terrified her 
with the moſt dreadful apprehenſions. 
His lordſhip perceived her embarraſſ- 
B 6 - ment, 
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ment, and gueſſing the cauſe, © Why,” 
ſaid he tenderly, “ is Miſs Wilſon thus 
e diſcompoſed ?—Be aſſured, Madam, 
«© you have nothing to fear in this houſe; 
e but if it will contribute in he leaſt to 
* your tranquility, Iwill return to town 
te this evening.—Say, do you exact from 
me this proof of ſelf-denial?“ 

« Loxd Molton cannot doubt, but 
« that if I nuſt ſtay here, I had rather 
« 1t were alone.” 

« You ſhall be obeyed, Madam,” 
returned he; © I give you my honour I 
« will ſet out for town immediately 
* promiſe me then you will be happy.” 

« will be as happy as I can, my 
«lord, in my preſent fſituation—your 
« ready compliance infinitely obliges 
mc 

This acknowledgment ſeemed to af- 
ford him much ſatisfaction, and he 
ſoon after took his leave for the night. 
Sophia could not but feel a degree of 


pleaſure 
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pleaſure in the ready acquieſcence of 
his lordſhip with her wiſh—an acqui- 
eſcence almoſt beyond her hopes. — She 
could not but own that his conduct 
had hitherto been delicate and reſpect- 
ful; and ſhe judged it her intereſt to 
ſecure, if poſſible, the ſame mode of de- 
portment, by avoiding a too peremp- 
tory expreſſion of her averſion to his 
propoſal ; hoping that time and pa- 
tience (the only reſources left her) 
might effect her enlargement, before 
he had proceeded to extremities. 

When Sally attended her, as before, 
to her chamber, ſhe deſired her to go 
on with her ſtory. 

« It is a ſhort one, Ma'am,” ſaid the 
girl; © but if you.are not diſpoſed to 
« fleep, I will tell it you. —My father, 
«as J ſaid, is a reputable farmer in 
« Kent. He rented a conſiderable eſtate 
« of Lord Molton, who has a feat near 
« the village where we lived. It chanced 

- * 20g 
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« that I was one day walking on the 
« turnpike, when his lordſhip, with 
te many other gentlemen, paſſed by. 
« They looked at me, I perceived, but 
c Lord Molton followed me with his 
« eyes till I got quite home, out of 
« countenance, I aſſure you, Ma'am, at 
« being fo ſtared at. It was not long 
ee before he made a pretence for calling 
« at the houſe.—I was fitting in the 
« window at work, I remember, and 
« my mother had juſt finiſhed making 
« her butter ſo ſhe was ſat down in a 
te chair by me, chatting on a variety of 
« things when my lord entered. We 
« looked very lilly, to be ſure—how- 
« ever he joked with my mother, and 
« tapped me on the cheek. I thought I 
« ſhould have ſunk at being noticed by 
« ſo great a gentleman. My father 
« was not at home, and he ſaid he 
te would call again—ſo indeed he did, 


« and very often, during the time he 
« ſtaid 
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« \taid in the country, always paying 
« me a great many compliments, which 
« made me not a little vain. He did 
« not ſtay in London as long as uſual, 
« and when he came back again, he 
ce brought my mother a very handſome 
« ſet of tea china, and me a ſilk gown. 
« ] thought it the prettieſt I had ever 
« ſeen, and ſhall never forget how much 
« was envied by all the young wo- 
« men in the village the firſt time J 
« wore it. My lord came every day to 
« ſee us, and, in ſhort, ſo far engaged 
* my affections, that I could refuſe him 
e nothing he aſked of me. He had been 
* in London ſome months, when one 
morning my mother came into my 
* chamber, and told me ſhe ſuſpected 
„from my appearance that my lord and 
I had been too intimate. I could not 
« deny it to be ſure; but when my fa- 
* ther heard what had happened, he 
* turned me out of doors; telling me 

| * never 
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cc never to let him or my mother ſee 
« me again.—] begged to be forgiven, 
« and deſired they would let me live in 
« a cottage they had in the village; but 
« they would not, and ſo I was forced 
« to go to London to my lord. —He 
te received me very kindly indeed, and 
ce brought me to this houſe, where I 
« lay in—the child he ſent to the Found- 
« ling Hoſpital, but I have lived here 
« ever ſince. 

Sophia was affected at this narrative, 
and the ſimplicity with which it was 
delivered. 

« But Sally,” ſaid ſhe, “if I could 
« provide you a place with ſome wor- 
« thy gentlewoman, ſhould not you 
« like ir?” 

« No, Ma'am,“ returned the girl; 
« ] would not offend his lordſhip for 
« the world, for he 1s the only friend I 
«© have. 


„ Well, 


* 
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« Well, if you will not aſſiſt me in 
eſcaping from this place, cannot you 
« convey a letter to the pe ſt-office?“ 

es, Ma'am, I can do that, to be 
« ſure—as I dare ſay you would not 
6. pear. of it. 

It was then agreed, that ſhe ſhould 
procure pen, ink, and paper, by the 
next morning, when Sophia determined 


on writing Mrs. Stanley an account of 
her ſituation. 


C6 


r Cu nor w_—_— 


CHAP PES 2M 


A PEER FRUSTRATED BY A WOMAN. 


F HE next morning Sophia aroſe 

early and penned her letter; in 
which ſhe gave Mrs. Stanley a brief ac- 
count of what had paſſed, with the cir- 
cumſtance of her preſent confinement, 
Having ſcaled it, ſhe delivered it to Sally, 
who 
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who promiſed to ſend a country boy 
with 1t to the next poſt-office, It was 
now that ſhe began to feel ſomething 
like compolure, in the proſpect of being 
ſhortly reſtored to the boſom of her be- 
loved friend. She aſſumed a cheerful- 
neſs which ſhe had, fince her confine- 
ment, been an entire ſtranger to. At 
breakfaſt-time Lord Molton made his 
appearance Sophia met him in the par- 
lour, with an air of tranquility, that in- 
ſpired him with inexpreſſible pleaſure ; 
as he drew from it the moſt flattering 
preſages in his favour: and when, agree- 
able to the plan ſhe had formed, he found 
her repugnance to his ſuit leſs peremp- 


torily expreſſed, his heart dilated with 
rapture. 


Some time paſſed on in this manner; 
he ſtill obſerving the moſt reſpectful ten- 
derneſs in his conduct towards her, and 
returning every evening conſtantly to 
town. In the mean while, Sophia hourly 

expected 
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expected her enlargement, which ſhe 
had no doubt the aſſiduity of Mrs. Stan- 
ley would readily effect. Day, however, 
ſucceeded day, and no tidings arrived. 
In the utmoſt aſtoniſhment ſhe wrote a 
ſecond letter, which met with the ſame 
fate as the former—that is—it fell into 
the hands of Miſs Brown; who made no 
other uſe of it, than to enjoy the diſtreſs 
of her rival, and then committed the 
letter to the flames. 

At length, tired of delay, Lord Mol- 
ton reſolved on compelling his fair pri- 
ſoner to an ecclairciſſement. For that 
purpoſe, he one morning warmly ſoli- 
cited her to name a day for the com- 
mencement of his happineſs. — She 
ſtarted coloured, and returned no an- 
ſwer. 

« And can you, then, charming Miſs 
« Wilſon,” he reſumed, © reſolve to 
« ſportlonger with my miſery?—Already 
% have I given proofs of a patience, 
« ſurely, 


* wi r 4 * «ns ad of 


e e SEEN 


« PORE EY OR IR * 
9 ke " 8 = Wc — y 
r 13 C 3 E 3 V 
Er nn tn | 
E 2 7 0 ee i ws 
- ARS 
* 


\ . 
_ f . * 0 
l Z - l 5 : - . - hd „ 
5 , « — nes l __ * 
o >» *+. 8 . o 
r ao. — — — — « a - F yr 2 * a : * 4 11 - . . 
4 . 1 0 EP. 5 p , 1 oat 1 1 p ba . 5 - — 
2 * * — J 3 N OY \ , _ 5 4 "7 — 2 — —— — — rw — 22 a 4 REF * k * 38 AY 424k "41 PE 2 2 * 8 L . 1 
ron N . hs ok - 6. * _ ” — . * * * 1 — 1 — — 67 — þ 5 . 
= 1 < vw — - 5 F 2 g * — 
"IM. 2 * . — — . 
«1 . * i 11 L a * ; „ „ * _ ” N : * N * 3 2 8 "EY * 
N . - > +" Rf a7 * - * 2 * 8 = * — * . * 8 þ 2 * « a * = pM * os » 
. n 5 ? . „ 5 - K % S594 © 9+ we, at - N n Se * \ 2 x bY  d © : A Be ers 4 D . . * 
3 T _— * DO _— 2 — * _— by Di” * 0 4 "+ 4 a n N — F * . N * * 
F 4 a. g, 7 0 * * PRES AT . = i. : — 4 wy” i di te * . 4 * 6 1 p FLY. » 
8 > - * 1 8 ; Y : 4 - _— ” v A "" * cg 4 1 Pl * 1 
% 5 N 1 , ö ; 1 CERT INE aa % 
2 2 N Ee 2 


* 


20 EDWARD AND SOPHIA. 


« ſurely, more than human. — Will you 
« grant nothing to my reſpectful paſ- 
te ſton?” 

« My lord, I have already declared 
« my ſentiments.” 

Thee, ne yephed, © 1 have ex- 
* punged from my memory will re- 
« member nothing that riſes in rebel- 
e lion to my peace.—When, dear girl, 
« when ſhall I lead you to the altar, to 
« receive my willing vows?” 

« Never, my lord,” replied ſhe, an- 
grily. 

« By Heaven I will, cer to-morrow's 
« {un goes down.” | 

« Hear me, Lord Molton,” returned 
ſhe, firmly; «I have already ſaid, I have 
c not a heart to beſtow—and never will 
« I give my hand, where I cannot join 
« my affections.” 

Lou drive me to diſtraction,” cried 


he, wildly." Not a heart !—Oh, I will 


« truſt 
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« truſt to your virtue and generoſity for 
« that, when once I call you mine.“ 

« That, my lord, be aſſured, you ſhall 
« never do.” 

« ”Tis well, Madam, (colouring with 
« indignation) tis well! but, if I preſage 
« aright, you ſhall one day ſue for the 
« hand you proudly diſdain at preſent.” 

He then flung out of the room, leav- 
ing her in the moſt dreadful perplexity, 
at the myſterious meaning of his words. 
She ſaw no more of him for the morn- 
ing; which time he employed in writing 
to his friend Allsford, to the following 


effect. 


&. Dear lack, 
« I am completely duped, by Hea- 


_« vens!—Fool that I was, to humour 


« thedeligning baggage thus long—yet, 
hang it dreamt of I know not what 


* new-born tenderneſs I even thought 


« I ſaw 
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I ſaw Love lighting up his torch in 
her charming eyes—but 'twas all fe- 
male artifice. She has juſt now poſi- 
tively vowed never to be mine.—TI 
will be trifled with no longer.—I 
know thou laugheſt at me, and, in 
truth, I bluſh at my own folly ; but I 
will henceforth act more worthy of 
thy approbation, Know, therefore, 
that to-morrow 'morning I ſhall ſet 
out with this perverſe beauty, for my 
ſeat in North Wales; and depend on 
you as an eſcort, leſt ſome meddling 
dog ſhould interfere. Nature has 
ſurely formed that ſpot for the very 
purpoſe; bounded on all fides by 
mountains, where not a peaſant dares 
erect a cot; and at diſtance from all 
mankind.— There will I fo effectually 
humble this haughty fair, as to reduce 
her to ſupplicate that union, ſhe now 
ſo reſolutely rejects. I ſhall be in town 

© to- 
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« to-night; and expect you will be ready 
ce to accompany me in the morning, by 
« fix o'clock, at leaſt, 


« 'Thine, 
« MoLToN.” 


6 At dinner, his lordſhip appeared ſul- 
len and reſerved. Soon after the cloth 
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ö was removed, he made a ſlight bow, and 1 
ſet off for town. Sophia, hearing no- | 
thing from Mrs. Stanley, gave herſelf up | 
to an exceſs of grief and deſpondency. N 

Ihe night ſhe paſſed in the ſame hope- | 
leſs anxiety; and ſcarcely had the next bt 
= morning dawned, when ſhe heard the 
0 voice of Lord Molton. She aroſe, and + 
went down into the parlour, where ſhe f 
$1] found him fitting with Mr. Allsford. 

„ BB © Mis Wilſon,” faid his lordſhip, 


a 4 ] am juſt going to ſet out for a ſeat I 
4 « have at ſome diſtance; and muſt re- 

n 1 *« queſt the honour of your company.” 

= « My 
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« My lord,” replied ſhe, greatly 
alarmed, you muſt, indeed, excuſe 
© me- cannot go, poſitively.” 

« Excuſe me, Madam, if I inſiſt on 
« your compliance.“ 

This ſpeech, and the look with which 
it was uttered, terrified her to the laſt 
degree—her whole frame trembled, and 
ſhe fainted on the ſopha. Sally was 
called, whoſe aſſiduity ſoon reſtored her; 
but, when ſhe recollected what had juſt 
paſſed, ſhe burſt into tears, and flung 
herſelf at Lord Molton's feet, exclaim- 
ing, in agonizing accents—* Oh! my 
« Lord, have I then nothing to hope 
« from the reſpect you have hitherto 
« proteiled for me? Permit me to re- 
e turn to my friends—1 will bury the 
© paſt in oblivion, and think of you 
« only with the ſincereſt gratitude. 


cc 


Mr. Allsford, entreat for me—prevall 
on his lordſhip to act generouſly.” 


« Not 
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e Not all the powers on earth,“ ſaid 
his lordſhip, © ſhall divert me from my 
“ purpoſe.—But riſe, Madam that 
« poſture ill becomes the haughty fair, 
« who proudly rejects Lord Molton's 
« alliance.“ 

The bitter ſarcaſm of this ſpeech, cut 
her to the very foul. Mr. Allsford raiſed 
and led her to a ſeat ; entreating, at the 
ſame time, that ſhe would place confi- 
dence in his lordſhip, aſſuring her, that 
all would end to her ſatisfaction and ho- 
Nour. 

« Then why,” ſaid ſhe, am I thus 
« yilely detained from my friends?” 

He made no anſwer, and ſoon after 
quitted the room. Lord Molton conti- 
nued walking to and fro, with the ut- 
moſt agitation. His countenance ex- 
preſſed the greateſt reſentment. At 
length, the chariot drew up to the door. 
Sophia again renewed her entreaties, but 
to no purpole, —The old woman en- 
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« Here, Beck,” ſaid 


tered the room. 


his lordship, © ſecure your charge :” 


and the wretch immediately tied a hand- 
kerchief over her mouth, and, with ano- 
ther, bound her hands. They then lifted 
her, more dead than alive, into the car- 


riage; into which the woman alſo en- 


tered, and drew up the blinds. Lord 
Molton and Allsford mounted their 
horſes, ordering the poſtilion to drive 
on with all ſpeed. 

They had travelled with the greateſt 
velocity for about a dozen miles ; when 
the old woman, calling to his lordship, 

told him, ſhe believed the lady was 
dead. Upon this, he bade the dri- 
ver flop; and ſent a footman to an inn, 
at the diſtance of half a ſcore yards, for 
ſome cordials. The inn-keeper brought 
them himſelf ; they forced a ſmall por- 
tion into her mouth, which brought her 
to herſelf. The inſtant ſhe diſtinguished 
the landlord's voice, (for the blinds were 
cloſely 
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cloſely drawn up) ſhe mournfully im- 
plored aſſiſtance; telling him, that ſhe 
had been baſely trepanned. But the 
man happening to be of that order of 1 
beings, who ſcrupulouſly avoid inter- i} | 
fering in other people's affairs, leſt, in | 
= aſliſting the ixjured, he ſhould acquire | 
the reſentment of the injurer, churlishly 
9 ; replied “ It was none of his buſineſs ;” 
. and bowing moſt obſequioully to the 
0 gentlemen, (the coronet ſtill in his eye) 
wished them a good journey; and the 
chaiſe ſet off with the ſame rapidity as 
= before. | 
4 4 It was at firſt intended to travel all 
4 night; but, by the evening, Sophia was . 
really ſo ill, that ſome ſentiments of hu- 1 
e i Y manity induced Mr. Allsford to requeſt 
this lordship that ſhe might be put to 
bed at the next inn; which he conſent. 
: ing to, though with much reluctance, 
3 | the carriage drove in, about fix o'clock, 
edo the court-yard of a reputable inn; 
y a C2 where 


N 


— r 3 3 


28 EDWARD AND SOPHIA., 


where they had previouſly concerted ſhe 
ſhould paſs for the wife of Lord Mol- 
ton, and Allsford was to perſonate her 
brother; by whichſcheme they depended 
on avoiding all impertinent interfe- 
rence. 

The poor young lady, being firſt un- 
bound, was carried into a parlour, and 
tea ordered immediately. As they were 
drinking it, a carriage drove into the 
court; from which two ladies alighted, 
and were ushered into a room oppoſite 
their own. This incident ſtruck Sophia 
with a faint gleam of hope. She careful- 
ly marked the door at which they had en- 
tered. Whether her innocent deſign was 
ſuſpected by his lordship, we can't pre- 
ciſely ſay; but he drew from his pocket 
a piſtol, and, pointing it to her breaſt, 
{wore he would diſcharge it the moment 
ſheattempted to engage any perſon inthe 
affair. With a gentle motion of her hand, 
accompaiued by a look that might have 


awakened 
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awakened pity in any heart but the callous 
one of an unfeeling libertine, ſhe put the 
piſtol aſide; but ſpoke not a ſyllable. 
Having drank a cup of tea, and eat a 
ſmall bit of toaſt, ſhe felt herſelf ſome- 
what revived. It is moſt probable, how- 
ever, that the ſhadow of deliverance 
which dawned on her mind, contributed 
to this effect, more than the ſlight re- 
freſhment ſhe had taken. Mr. Allsford 
was all attention and reſpect; but his 
lordship ſcarce deigned to notice her, 
otherwiſe than with the greateſt diſdain, 
"Tis certain, he wished the two ladies, 
whoever they were, at a diſtance; and 
began to repent he had ſuffered the 
chaiſe to ſtop. He appeared timid and 
embarraſſed. Thus, as has been well 
obſerved, does conſcious guilt make 
cowards of us all. 


Sophia had taken a turn acroſs the 
room. The waiter was carrying 
out the tea-things; and, reſolving to 

C-4 make 
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make one laſt effort, ſhe ſeized the op- 
portunity of the door being open; and, 
darting with almoſt the velocity of light- 
ning, had rushed into the oppoſite par- 
a lour, before Lord Molton or his vile mi- 
nions had power to lay hold of her. 
Here ſhe threw herſelf at the feet of the 
ladies, and was juſt able to exclaim— 
© Save me, for God's ſake!” when ſhe 
funk breathleſs on the floor. 0 
Allsford and his lordship had fol. 
lowed her. The latter, raiſing her ten- 
derly in his arms, exclaimed “ Why 
this groundleſs terror, my life my 
« love? Haſt thou not received thy 

« injured huſband's full forgiveneſs ? wy 
During this ſpeech, the two ladies had 
fixed their eyes upon him, in mute aſto- 
nishment; but ſo eager had his ſolici- 
i} tude been, that he had not noticed the 
Ut 4 faces of either. When, however, he was 
= preparing to remove the fainting Sophia 1 
to 
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to the room from which ſhe had eſcaped, 
his eye glanced towards them. 

« Lord Molton!” cried the elderly 
lady. 

«© Mrs. Herman!” he exclaimed, in- 
finitely abashed. 

« Yes, my lord, my name 1s Herman 
« —and I muſt beg,” taking the lifeleſs 
hand of Sophia, that you will leave 
« this young lady to my care.“ 

« Pardon me, Madam; nobody can 


©« be more careful of her than her huſ- 
« band.” 


« Excuſe me, my lord, if I ſuſpect 
„ you have no claim to that charac- 


* tex,” 


During this time, the youngeſt of the 
ladies had, by the application of ſalts, fo 


far recovered Sophia, that ſhe was juſt” 


able to articulate “ fave me, I en- 
« treat!” 


« Pray, young lady,” ſaid Mrs. Her- 


man, “are you the wife of this nobleman?” 
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« Oh, no, Ma'am! indeed J am not.” 
Dear Madam,” cried his lordship, 


« ſpare- me a relation, which muſt be 
© highly diſadvantageous to that dear 
« creature—her brother too well knows 
cc 


the unhappy caſe.” 

The ladies then looked at Mr. Alls- 
ford. Unluckily for him, his perſon and 
character had {een known to Miſs Her- 
man, during her ſtay in London the laſt 
winter. 

* Indeed,” ſaid that young lady, 
* I never heard Mr. Allsford had a 
« ſiſter. 

Nor have I,” cried Sophia, “ a bro- 
ther.—Indeed, ladies, I have been 
vilely betrayed.” 

« There is ſomething,” ſaid Mrs. 
Herman, © in this affair, that has 
ce an ill appearance, I confeſs.— Lou 
muſt pardon me, therefore, gentle- 
« men, if I take this lady under my Ale, 
till the matter can be cleared up.“ 
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« That,“ returned his lordship, *I 
can never conſent to.— The lady is 
my wife. 

« It is very extraordinary, reſumed 


Mrs. Herman, © that the marriage of a 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Aa, © 


nobleman, ſo well known (with a ſar- 
caſtic emphaſis) as Lord Molton, 
ſhould never have been publicly 
known.” 

There might have been reaſons,” 


replied he, indignantly, “why it ſhould 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


not have tranſpired.” 
« However that be, my lord 
yet, as the lady herſelf, who might at; 


leaſt (with an ironical ſmile) be ſup- 5 


poſed to have ſome knowledge of the 
affair, perſiſts in denying it, I muſt 
and will, whatever be the conſe- 
quence, eſpouſe her cauſe.“ 
« You are not ignorant, Madam,” 


ſaid Allstord, (whom ſhame had hither= 
to kept ſilent) „of the force of the law 
ce in thoſe caſes.” 
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« The law of conſcience, Sir, is ſupe- 


jo « rior to all others. That I obey, in SF 
wy « reſcuing this young lady till I know I 
c“ more of the matter ;—and permit me # 
ce to ſay, I fear no other law.“ 1 


r 
>! In 


There was an intrepidity in the voice 
and manner of Mrs. Herman, which 
greatly diſconcerted the two libertines; 
and Sophia, taking advantage of their 
ſilence, coolly and calmly aſſured the la- 
dies, that ſne was never married to his 
lordship, or any other perſon— that Mr. 
Alls ford was in no degree relaced to her; 
and then proceeded to relate the cir- 
cumſtance of her having been betrayed 
to the villa, &c. 5 

Lord Molton, finding that appear- 
ances were likely to go much againſt 
him, and deſpairing to effect any thing 
on the cool reſolution of Mrs. Herman, 
whoſe reſpectable character he was well 
acquainted with, ſwore a terrible oath, 
and flung out of the room, followed by 
Alls ford, 
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Allsford, who now, in his own opinion, 
cut a very contemptible figure. 

« *Tis a curſed unlucky job,” cried 
his lordſhip, biting his lip, and ſtamping 
like a madman. 

« You might have ordered 1t better. 
« —Why had you not carried her to 
«© town?— What del put it into your 
« head to take her ſo many miles? 
« Twas a thouſand to one but the 
« ſcheme muſt. have been fruſtrated.” 

« And, pr'ythee, why had not ſuch a 
« daſtard as thou propoſed it?” 

« Daſtard! Molton?” 

« Daſtard—aye, puppy—blockhead,” 


returned his lordship, in a tone of dif. 


traction, 

« This is too much!” laying his hand 
on his ſword. —< You know how faith- 
ce ful I have been to you in all your mad 
© {chemes—and, to be thus rewarded— 


« 1 will not bear it, —Defend yourſelf, 
% my lord.” 
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&« J wear a ſword, Sir, as well as you,“ 
drawing. 

A moſt furious ſcuffle then enſued, 
which brought the ſervants and the 
landlord into the room. —Allsford they 
found was wounded, and the blood iſ- 
ſucd violently from the wound. 

« You have nothing to do, Molton, 
te but to eſcape,” ſaid he faintly; *I be- 
« heve I am done for.” 

Lord Molton now looked like the 
picture of deſpondency—his eyes ſtared 
wildly—his viſage was pale and ghaſtly; 
and the blood, which in railing his anta- 
goniſt, had ſtained his clothes, rendered 
him an object of terror. ; 

« A curſe,” cried he madly, “light 
« on all woman-kind.—I have mur- 
« dered him—1 have murdered my own 
« true friend!“ 

He then threw himſelf on Allsford, 
who had fainted with loſs of blood. The 
landlord aſſiſted the ſervants to raiſe his 


lordship, 
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lordſhip, and remove the wounded man 
up ſtairs; where he was put into bed, 
and a ſurgeon ſent for to attend him; 
who, on examining the wounds, declared 
he thought they would prove mortal. 
All this time, Lord Molton lay in a kind 
of ſtupor on the floor. His ſervants, 
hearing the ſentiments of the ſurgeon, 
judged it prudent to haſten his depar- 
ture: but when they entered the room, 
to know his pleaſure, they could get no- 
thing from him but inceſſant invectives 
againſt the ſex, and his own folly. They 
therefore got the carriage ready with all 
ſpeed; and having lifted his lordship, 
who ſtill continued ſtupidly paſſive, into 
it, they conveyed him with all haſte to 
town. 

Mrs. Herman, the moment ſhe heard 
the fray commence, concluded it a 
ſcheme to draw them out, in order to 
get Sophia out of her power. She there- 
fore bolted the door, nor would ſuffer it 
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to be opened, till after Lord Molton was 
departed. She then rung tor the land. 
lord, who acquainted her with the whole 
affair. Her humanity led her to viſit 
the wounded Allsford ; whom ſhe found 
apparently in a dying ſtate. After ſee- 
ing that proper care was taken of him, 
ſhe returned to the parlour, to relate her 
ſentiments to her daughter and Sophia. 

« Oh, ladies!” cried the Jatter, deeply 
affected, © I cannot bear, though inno- 
« cent, to be the cauſe of this unhappy 
« gentleman's death.” 

« Be comforted, my dear,” ſaid Mrs. 
Herman; © you could not poſſibly have 
t been acceſſary to it: tis thus heaven 
« permits vice to be its own puniſh- 
« ment. 

When the ladies retired to reſt, Sophia 
requeſted that ſhe might fleep in their 
apartment; which was immediately 
granted. She retired, indeed, to bed— 
but not to repoſe. Her own ſituation 
the 
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the ſilence of Mrs. Stanley, and the dan- 
ger of Allsford, all crouding on her ima- 
gination, baniſhed ſlumber from her 
eyes; and, when ſhe aroſe in the morn- 
ing, her palid countenance ſufficiently 
indicated the perturbation of her mind. 

When the ſurgeon came again to viſit 
his patient, he found the wounds leſs 
dangerous than he had at firſt concluded; 
and informed Mrs. Herman, whoſe be- 
nevolence inſpired her with an anxiety as 
to his fate, that he believed, with proper 
care, he might recover. 

Soon after, that lady ordered her car- 
riage; and telling Sophia ſhe was going to 
her country ſeat in Wiltshire, kindly in- 
vited her to accompany them. Miſs Her- 
man alſo tenderly joined in the requeſt ; 
which was, indeed, too agreeable to So- 
phia to be refuſed. She knew not, at that 
time where togo; Mrs. Stanley had taken 
no notice of her letters; the world appear- 
cd to her a deſart; not one friendly door 

opened 


4 A LI 


40 


. | opened to receive her. Where then 
5 could ſhe be ſo eligibly ſituated as with 
theſe ladies, till the agitation of her 
ſpirits might enable her to fix on ſome 
future plan? She therefore politely ex- 
preſſed her gratitude for the offer, as 
well as for the kindneſs they had already 
ſhewn her, and fat off with Mrs. Her- 
man, and her amiable daughter, for 
their ſeat in Wiltſhire. 
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MORE AND MORE TREACHERY. 
ERMAN- HILL was moſt delight- 
fully fituated in the midſt of a fine 
luxuriant country, an extenſive tract of 
which could be commanded from the 
windows. Mrs. Herman, the proprie- 
treſs, was a widow of a. middle age, 
poſſeſſed of a ſtrong underſtanding, and 
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= moſt benign diſpoſition. Miſs Her- 
man, her daughter, was about Sophia's 
age, extremely amiable in her perſon, 
but yet more engaging from the accom- 
pliſhments of her mind. Her education 
had been attended to with the greateſt 
1 care. She was well verſed in the polite 
languages, and other departments of the 
belles lettres. Her temper was ſweet- 
[neſs itſelf. | 

With ſuch a companion, Sophia could 
not but be extremely delighted, and had 
it not been ſor the remembrance of 
Mrs. Stanley's claim to her utmoſt re- 
gard, ſhe could have been happy to 
have palled here the remainder of her 
days. Mrs. Herman treated her with 
J a maternal affection, and her daughter 
ſeemed to enjoy no happineſs but in 
| her ſociety. 

From this ſweet place ſhe dated ano- 
ther letter to Mrs. Stanley, expreſſive of 
her concern and ſurprize at having re- 
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ceived no anſwer to thoſe already ſent ; 
and informing her, with inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction, of the happy deliverance 
which, through the interpoſition of Mrs. 


Herman, had been effected; conclud- 


ing with a wiſh to be again permitted 

to throw herſelf at the feet of the bene- 

factreſs and protectreſs of her youth. 
Having diſpatched this epiſtle, ſhe 


enjoyed the ſociety of her new friends 


with undiſſembled gratitude and plea- 
ſure. Her chearfulneſs was once more 
re-animated, and ſhe appeared the 


charming picture of innocence and vi- 


vacity. Sometimes, indeed, a tranſient 
cloud overſhadowed her mind at the 
remembrance of Hartly. She was ſur- 
prized that in ſo long a time he had 
ſent her no letter; — however, the diſ- 
tance of his ſituation reconciled her 
doubts. She wrote him an affectionate 
letter from this charming retreat, which 
the reader, recollecting a certain inci- 

dent 
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dent before related of Miſs Addington, 
will readily conclude he never received. 

Some weeks elapſed before Sophia 
received the leaſt tidings from Coombe— 
however, at laſt two letters arrived, one 
addreſſed to herſelf, the other to Mrs. 
Herman. Impatiently ſhe broke the 
ſeal of her own, and to her unſpeakable 
diſtreſs, found the purport of it as 
follows: 


c To Miſs Wilſon. 


« Unhappy girl !—Your miſconduct 
te has broken my aged heart. You tell 
* meof what you have undergone ; but 
e your ſufferings have been the effect of 
e your own imprudence. What could 
tc induce you to elope from the care of 
« Miſs Addington, and with a perſon 
« of Lord Molton's well-known aban- 
« doned principles ?—Was it for this 
* you received, both from your father 
* and myſelf, the pureſt notions of ho- 

* nour 
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« nour and virtue ? — But you have 


« proved yourſelf unworthy both of the 


«© love he bore you, and the affection 
« with which I have regarded you ever 
ce {ſince his deceaſe. No, girl—never 
« more {ſhall you diſturb my peace. 
« I forbid you ever to intrude on my 
e {ight, or to trouble me with your hy- 
« pocritical letters, the effuſions of a 
de heart which vice has debaſed. My 


« doors henceforth are ſhut againſt you. 
« I wiſh you well, and as a friend would 
ce adviſe you to regain the path of vir- 
ce tue you have ſo unhappily ſwerved 
« from. But your crime muſt be your 
« puniſhment. You have nothing to 
« expect from 


« A. STANLEY.” 


Poor Sophia was overwhelmed with 
the keeneſt anguiſh at reading this ſe- 
vere epiſtle; every ſentence ſhe dwelt 
on with excruciating feelings. Your 

doors 
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doors, my ever dear Mrs. Stanley, are 
for ever ſhut againſt me! Ah, whither 
then can I go?—But whom do they 
thus cruelly exclude ? Alas! not, as you 
ſeverely ſay, a criminal—no, a wretched 
girl, whoſe innocence is now her only 
conſolation. Oh, your friendly ear has 
been vilely abuſed—never elſe could a 
mind ſo generous and benign have dic- 
tated this heart-rending epiſtle ! 

Miſs Herman, who was preſent at 
her uttering this pathetic ſoliloquy, 
joined her tears to thoſe ſhe ſo plenti- 
fully ſhed. That amiable young lady 
entreated her to be comforted, and told 
her that means might yet be deviſed 
for undeceiving her friend. 

While ſhe was thus tenderly employed 
in conſoling the agonized Sophia, her 
mother ſent for her to her apartment. 
As ſoon as ſhe entered it, © I fear, my 
« dear,” ſaid ſhe, © we have beſtowed 
« our cares on a perſon not altogether 


&« de- 
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« deſerving them. I have a letter from 
ce the lady ſhe calls her friend. There 
ct jt is read it.” Miſs Herman took it 
up, and read as follows : 


« To Mrs. Herman, 


« Madam, 

« The generous zeal with which you 
© have reſcued an unhappy girl from 
« the hands of a libertine, can never 
« enough be applauded. I honour the 
« warmth of your benevolent feelings, 
« and wou'd I could ſay, that the object 
« of them deſerves your care. But alas ! 
« ] fear ſhe is loſt to every principle of 
virtue; as a premeditated elopement 
« with a certain nobleman, was the 
e ſource of all her perſecutions from 
« him. To your kindneſs already ſhewn, 
« may IJ entreat you to add your pious 
« exhortations. Perhaps, they may 
« awaken in her ſome compunction for 
« the paſt, and diſpoſe her to return to 

« that 
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« that virtue ſhe has, I fear, fatally de- 
« parted from. I had adopted her as 
« my own child—loved her with paren- 
c tal fondneſs—but alas! I am oppreſſed 
« with age and fickneſs; ill therefore 
« am I qualified to undertake the taſk 
*« (I fear, indeed, a difficult one) of ef- 
« fecting her reformation. She has my 
« good wiſhes, but muſt never expect 
« to be again received by 


« A, STANLEY.” 


« Tndeed, Madam,” ſaid Miſs Her- 
man, when ſhe had read the letter, 
« cannot think her ſo faulty. If you 
« was to witneſs the diſtreſs ſhe feels, I 
think you would be of my opinion.“ 

« Harriet,” returned her mother, 
«you know not the world, nor are 
% aware how far a debaſed heart may 
e aflume the ſemblance of virtue. We 
« owe much to humanity ; but in diſ- 
charging the obligation, we muſt not 
« forget 
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« forget what is due to ourſelves. That 
te the virtue of this girl is ſo ſtrongly 


« ſuſpected, even by her friend, and, as 
t ſhe ſays, a warm one too, renders her 


ce an unfit companion for a young wo- 
« man of character. I ſhall not, in- 
« deed, inhoſpitably ſend her from my 
« houſe, before ſhe has deyiſed ſome 
« plan for her future ſupport ; but I 
« muſt beg that henceforth you will ob- 
« ſerve to her that diſtance which is 
« due to your own reputation: let me 
« alſo add principles; for open and 
« avowed baſeneſs ſhocks a delicate 
« mind; but when it lurks under the 
e ſemblance of innocence, it becomes 
“dangerous indeed.” 

Miſs Harman, who had never mani- 
teſted the leaſt diſobedience to the will 
of her. mother, durſt not venture a re- 
ply. She retired to her own room with 


no very agreeable feelings. In ſpite of 


what her mother had ſaid, ſhe had a 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong propenſity to believe Sophia in- 
nocent. However, from reſpect to the 
injunctions ſhe had received, ſhe fore- 


bore all familiarity with her as much as 


ſhe decently could. 

Sophia, on peruſing Mrs. Stanley's 
epiſtle once more, began to imagine ſhe 
could diſcover that the characters were 


ſomewhat different from thoſe of that 


lady. She had in her pocket a letter, 
which ſhe had received from her on her 


arrival in London. — She compared it 


with that recently received the hand- 
writing was manifeſtly different. Some- 
thing, ſhe thought, was at the bottom; 
but what that ſomething was, it was im- 
poſſible for her to diſcover. However, 
that Mrs. Stanley was not the author of 
ſo cruel a letter, was an opinion which 
ſomewhat alleviated her diſtreſs. She 
went down to tea; but the affability with 
which ſhe had hitherto been treated, was 
no more. The ladies were reſerved. — 

Vol. U. D Mrs 
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Mrs. Herman manifeſted a coldneſs, 
which pierced her to the foul. Not 
doubting but it was occaſioned by the 
letter, ſhe began the ſubject; and in all 
the artleſs colouring of innocence, related 
the whele of her ſtory, in nearly the ſame 
words as ſhe had done before ; and then 
added—that if Mrs. Stanley could poſſi- 
bly be the author of theſe letters, ſome 
ill-minded perſon had induſtriouſly a- 
buſed her credulity. 

Mrs. Herman, without replying, 
handed her the letter ſhe had received, 
Sophia ſaw plainly, they were both writ- 
ten by the ſame perſon; and then men- 
tioned her ſuſpicions that the hand was 
not Mrs. Stanley's. This, however, had 
no other effect with the lady, than to in- 
duce her to think Sophia a perfect miſ- 
treſs of diſſimulation. 

« It is not very likely,” ſaid Mrs. Her- 
man, coolly, © that any perſon would have 
« taken ſuch a liberty as to forge Mrs. 

« Stanley's 
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« Stanley's hand. —Beſides, to admit 
« that, we muſt firſt ſuppoſe that your 
letters have all fallen into their hands; 
« which by no means appears a proba- 
« ble circumſtance.” 

Sophia could urge nothing in reply. — 


pay 


The matter was, indeed, very unaccount- 
able; bur ſtill ſhe was perſuaded, the let- 
ters were not written by Mrs. Stanley. 
Who they were written by, the reader 
will, doubtleſs, be at a loſs to judge. 
The groſs illiterateneſs of Miſs Brown, 
as manifeſted in a former ſpecimen, ren- 
ders it improbable that ſhe could be 
the author of them. Nor was ſhe, in 
fact —Miſs Addington, who by this 
time was returned to the Hall, being let 
into the ſecret, found it her intereſt, on 
her brother's account, to prevent, as 
much as poſſible, Sophia's return; and, 
therefore, readily undertook to pen the 
identical epiſtles, which involved that 
D 2 injured 
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injured young lady in a new ſcene of 
diſtreſs. 

The paths of vice,” ſaid Mrs. Her- 
man, © are neceſſarily ſo replete with 
« miſery, that ſelf-intereſt alone, one 
« would think, ſhould lead young per- 
« ſons to prefer the ſecure and tranquil 
« pleaſures of a virtuous life. — Lou, 
« Miſs Wilſon, have experienced both. 
« Say, then, ingenuoufly—Do you not 
« regret having reſigned thoſe peaceful 
« ſatisfactions you enjoyed before this 
c unhappy debaſement ?” 

Sophia, inexpreſſibly hurt at this ha- 
rangue, could only anſwer by her tears; 
which, in this inſtance, was conſidered 
as a tacit avowal of guilt. 

« believe you do, continued Mrs. 
Herman. —* Stop, then, I entreat, be- 
« fore you proceed to the extremities 
« of vice.—The hill of virtue is indeed 
« rugged and ſteep but you may yet 
&« regain it.“ | 


« Oh, 
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« Oh, Madam!” cried Sophia, who 
could hold no longer, © indeed, I have 
« never- fallen from it—I am, indeed, 
« innocent.” She could proceed no 
farther, but ſobbed aloud. 

Mrs. Herman, not at all inclined to 
credit the aſſertion, was incenſed at what 
ſhe deemed an obſtinate denial of an ob- 
vious fact. | 

« ] have done, Miſs Wilſon,” ſhe re- 
ſumed; © but I hoped—indeed, I hoped, 
« my endeavours might have aſſiſted 
* your recovery. I am not one of thoſe, 
te who treat the unhappy of their own 
*« ſex, who have fallen from virtue, with 
« rigour—No: rather would I extend 
« my helping hand to re-conduct them 
to the paths of peace. Perhaps, my 
intereſt may be ſufficient to eſtabliſh 
you reputably and comfortably ;— 


if, added ſhe, doubtfully,“ you deſire 
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« I] ſhall gratefully accept your in- 
tereſt, Madam,” ſaid Sophia, towards 
ſuch aneſtabliſhment; for I too plainly 
perceive, that I am a wretched fugi- 
tive—without home—without friends ! 
—and moſt gladly ſhall I be content to 
labour for ſubfiſtence—but, indeed, 
indeed, Madam, (vehemently) I am 
innocent.” 

* Depend, then, on my aſſiſtance,” re- 


turned Mrs. Herman, who now thought 
ſhe perceived a love of virtuepredominant 
in the breaſt of Sophia, though her pride, 
ſhe concluded, deterred her from con- 
felling that ſhe had ever ſwerved from 
it. You are welcome to this houſe,” 
continued the, * till ſomerhing can be 


cc 


thought of.” 
Sophia thanked her; and the conver. 


ſation ended. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IV. 


A SCENE OF POIGNANT DISTRESS. 


OPHIA was now reduced to cir- 
cumſtances, the moſt exquiſitely 
painful to a feeling mind. Dear as the 
love of fame undoubtedly 1s to every 
human breaſt, it is, perhaps, peculiarly 
ſo to thoſe whoſe ſentiments have at- 
tained a ſuperior degree of refinement, 
How poignant, then, muſt have been her 
anguish, at finding herſelf overwhelmed 
with a load of calumny, and conſidered 
in a criminal light, when conſcious of 
the moſt unſpotted innocence! Much 
has been ſaid by moraliſts, to fortify the 
foul againſt this ſpecies of affliction; 

and the moſt popular argument has been, 
that the conſciouſneſs of rectitude ought i 
to be a ſufficient reſource of conſolation 
under 
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under it. But, alas! that very conſciouſ- 


neſs gives to the reproach its moſt poig- 


[nant bitterneſs. © A good name,” ſays 


Solomon, is better than precious oint- 
« ment.” In proportion, therefore, to 
its value, muſt the anguiſh be, which at- 


tends the unmerited deprivation of it. 


We ſcruple not to affirm that, of all hu- 
man evils, this, to a boſom of ſenſibility, 
is the moſt acute. 

Sophia now paſſed her time almoſt 
wholly alone, ſeldom ſeeing Miſs Her- 


man but at meals, and then only receiv- 


ing from her ſuch attentions as the Jaws 
of civility enjoin. The more ſhe rumi- 
nated on Mrs. Stanley's letters, the more 
fully ſhe was confirmed in her former 
ſuſpicions reſpecting them. At length, 
ſhe formed the reſolution of learning her 
fate from that lady's own mouth. 

She communicated her intention of 
going to Coombe, one day at dinner; 
but the ladics entirely diſapproved it, 
from 
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from the ſtrong improbability there ap- 
peared of its ſucceſs.— However, her 
heart was ſet on it; and, in a few, days 
after, ſhe took a place in the ſtage for 
that purpoſe. At parting, Mrs. and 
Miſs Herman warmly aſſured her of 
their readineſs to promote her welfare 
on any future occaſion. Sophia, thank- 
ing them, with tears, got into the car- 
riage. During the journey, ſhe heard 
ſome of the paſſengers diſcourſing on 
the late duel at the inn, at —; in the 
courſe of which ſhe learned, to her entire 
ſatisfaction, that Allsford was perfectly: 
recovered of his wounds. 

« Ir was a political quarrel, I under- 
« ſtand;” ſaid a grave looking man. 

« Aye, ſomething of ſtate affairs, I 
« ſuppoſe;” rejoined another paſſen- 
ger. ; 

« You are both miſtaken, gentle-- 
« men,” cried a ſmart young fellow; 
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« no one knows more about that affair 
« than I do.” 

« And, pray, what do you know of 
eit?“ ſaid the firſt who had ſpoken; 
Piqued at being our in his conjecture. 

« Why, I know that it was about a 


« girl.“ 
* Oh, Puy let us have it, by all J 
© means.” , 
: « You muſt know, that young Alls- | : 
„ ford had an amour, or what you pleaſe 9 
*« to call it, with a certain actreſs.— 3 


« Egad, a ſmart girl enough; I have 
« ſupped with her at Allsford's, many a 
« time.—So, as I was ſaying, my Lord 9 
« Molton ſaw this girl, and fell in love 


* 


- 


« with her.—EFgad—what does he do, | 
te but took her off one evening from the 
„ © green-room—1 ſhall never forget what 4 
« a buſtle it occaſioned—1 was in the 0 
« front box at the ſame time carries * 
her, Sir, to his country ſeat. —How- 1 
« ever, Allsford diſcovered the rout, and | 
« followed 1 
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followed like a man of ſpirit—over- 
took them at the ſaid inn, and there 
it ended in a duel, egad!” 

« But, pray, which of them has the 
lady?“ 

« Oh, faith, as to that, neither In 
the midſt of the ſcuffle, what did ſhe 
do, but took a chaiſe, and ſat off for 
town, laughing at them both-—and 
took her ſtation, the next play-night, 
in ſtatu quo, egad !” 
« Bravo,” cried they all. © —A clever 
trick, by G-.“ 

It would be difficult to expreſs the ſen- 


fations of Sophia, during this dialogue. — 
However, when ſhe heard the affair 


* fo ſtrangely miſrepreſented, ſhe could 


ſcarcely refrain from joining in the 
laugh. 


At the expiration of two days, ſhe was 


{et down at her native village. With a 
beating heart, ſhe flew to the houſe of her 
friend; but what were- her emotions, 
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when ſhe found it entirely ſhut up !--A 
labouring man paſſing by, and ſeeing a 
young woman walk round the houſe, 
ſeemingly in great perplexity, ſtopped to 
enquire what ſhe ſought. 

« Where, pray, is Mrs. Stanley to be 
« found?” 

« Oh, ſhe has been dead and buried 
this fortnight.” 

Had the heavens inſtantaneouſly o- 
pened, and the archangel ſounded his 
laſt trumpet, the ſurprize of Sophia could 
ſcarcely have been exceeded. 

« Dead! do you ſay?” | 

« Yes; dead and buried. But, are 
* not you Miſs Sophy Wilſon? ; 

« Yes, James, (recollecting his per- 
« ſon) I am, indeed, that wretch !” 

« Won't you go and ſee my wife, 
« Miſs Sophy?—She has nurſed you 
« many a time.“ 

Glad of an aſylum, where ſhe might 
indulge her feelings, Sophia followed 
1 him 
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him to the cottage; and reclining in a 
wicker chair, ſunk down oppreſſed with 
grief. The woman brought her a glaſs 
of water, which a little revived her; and 
from this honeſt couple ſhe learned the 


particulars of her dear Mrs. Stanley's , 


illneſs and death. They told her, alſo, 
that the Addington family was at the 
Hall; adding—* You will go there, no 
« doubt, Mrs Sophy.” 

She told them, that if they could ac- 
commodate her with a bed, ſhe would 
continue with them whilſt ſhe ſtaid at 
Coombe ; © which,” ſaid ſhe, with a ſigh, 
*« will not be long!” The honeſt people 
replied, that if ſhe would condeſcend ſo 
far, ſhe ſhould have a clean bed, though 
a homely one. 

As ſoon as ſhe was enough compoſed, 
{he wrote a letter to Mrs. Herman, ac- 
quainting her of the death of her bene- 
factreſs; and begging the favour of her 
intereſt, in recommending her to a ſer- 
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vice with ſome lady of her A 
ance. 

he next day ſhe walked out, intend- 
ing to pay ſome viſits to a few female 
friends; but how was ſhe chagrined, on 
being received by ſome of them with the 
moſt mortifying coldneſs, and being to- 
tally denied acceſs to others! Returning 
to the cottage, full of grief and ſurprize, 
ſome children at play, cried out as ſhe 
paſſed “ There's Miſs Wilſon, who 
« went away with Lord Molton.” She 
haſtened to her humble reſidence ; and 
{ſcarcely had her trembling feet paſſed 
the threshold, when fhe fell down in a 
ſtrong hyſteric fit. The poor woman 
laid her on the bed, and ſat weeping at 
the fide of it, till, by the application of 
hartshorn drops, Sophia once more 0- 
pened her eyes. It is probable this ten- 
al der creature gueſſed the cauſe of her 
. | diſtreſs. —*« Don't mind them, Miſs So- 
« phy,” {aid the; © God will bleſs you for 
your 
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« your good father's fake.” Sophia 
wept afresh at mention of her father; 
and the good woman, entreating her not 
to grieve, went down ſtairs to procure 
her ſome refreſhment. 

In a few days, ſhe received the follow- 
ing letter from Mrs. Herman. 


« I rejoice, my dear Miſs Wilſon, to 
« find you perſevere in a proper reſolu- 
« tion, in which I ſhall be happy to 
« aſſiſt you to the utmoſt of my power. 
« Fortunately, ſoon after the receipt of 
your letter, I met with a very reſpecta- 
« ble lady, who wants a young woman, 
« tolerably educated, to attend her— 
« more, indeed, as a companion, than 
« ſervant. I recommended you ſo 
« warmly, that ſhe has conſented to 
receive you.—You will therefore ſet 


« out for my houſe, with all convenient 


« expedition—and for the reſt, depend 
« on your fricnd, E. Herman,” 
Sophia, 
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Sophia, 1t may well be ſuppoſed, was 
overjoyed at peruſing this letter. There 
was, however, ſomething in the former 
part, extremely galling to the pride of 
conſcious innocence; and ſhe could not | 
but ſuppoſe, that the ſame humiliating 5 
ſentiments concerning her, would alſo 
be adopted in the family ſhe was going 
to refide in; not doubting. but Mrs. 
Herman had acquainted them with her 
ſtory. The reflection, however, might 45 
have been ſpared, that lady judging ſuch B 


a diſcloſure by no means neceſſary. She Y 
believed Miſs Wilſon to be fully con- $4 


vinced of her ſuppoſed errors, and ha. 
ſhe deemed a ſufficient juſtification for 
the warmth of her recommendation. 
Sophia embraced the firſt opportunity 
of returning to Herman-kill, where ſſie 
was affectionately received; and, during 
the week which ſhe paſſed there, the 
ladies employed themſelves in making 
ſuch additions to her wardrobe as they 


judged E- 
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judged neceſſary. Toa generous mind, 
there is ſomething extremely painful in 
the ſenſe of pecuniary obligations yet, 
to have refuſed the favours they daily 
conferred, would, in her ſituation, ſhe 
knew, have been deemed the effect of 
an unbecoming pride—an imputation 
ſhe more than ever dreaded to incur. 

One evening, at ſupper, Mrs. Her- 
man told her the carriage ſhould be 
ready the next day to convey her to the 
place of deſtination, which was at the 
diſtance of about twenty miles. 

«* Have you, Madam,” ſaid Sophia, 
« mentioned my name to the lady?“ 

Mrs. Herman replied, ſhe had not. 

«© Then, if you approve, it ſhall ſtill 
remain a ſecret.” 

This propoſal appeared, for ſeveral 
reaſons, perfectly eligible; and it was, 
therefore, agreed that ſhe ſhould be in- 
troduced by a different name. The next 
morning ſhe took her leave of the ladies, 

who, 
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who, tenderly embracing her, renewed 
their aſſurances of continual friendship. 
The family to which Sophia was in- 
troduced, was compoſed of a gentleman, 
his lady, and their only child, a daugh- 
ter, nearly of Sophia's age. Deſcription 
can ſcarcely do juſtice to the virtues and 
accomplishments of this young lady; 
nor could any thing exceed the remarka- 
ble ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition. From the 
firſt hour ſhe beheld Sophia, a ſimilarity 
of ſentiment mutually attached them to 
each other, and formed ſo agreeable an 
union of taſte and inclination, that fo 
lincere a friendſhip ſhortly ſubſiſted be- 
tween them, as could not fail of render- 
ing Sophia's ſituation extremely eligible. 
Nothing could poſſibly exceed the regu- 
F larity with which this reſpectable family 
A 5 was conſtantly governed. An uniform 
F and rational piety, entirely diveſted of 
L the ſlighteſt tincture of auſterity, per- 
| vaded it; nor was this laudable ſpirit 
i ſo 
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ſo much diſcoverable in the obſervation 
of religious forms, as in the conſtant ex- 
ertion of beneficence and charity which 
it inſpired. Good humour and polite- 
neſs perpetually rendered this happy 
manſion the ſeat of domeſtic harmony. 
The family uſually paſſed the winters in 


town; where, as their mode of life was 


diametrically oppoſite to that of the Ad- 
dingtons, Sophia was under no appre- 
henſions of meeting with any of thoſe 
whom ſhe had known during her former 
abode in London. 

With this agreeable family ſhe paſſed 
five years, in a ſeries of tranquility that 
was never interrupted, but 'by the re- 
membrance of Hartly ; from whom ſhe 
received not the leaſt tidings. Some- 
times ſhe thought him dead; at others, 
unfaithful: but the laſt ſuggeſtion ſel- 
dom dwelt long on her mind; for ſhe 
could almoſt as ſoon have doubted her 
own exiſtence, as his fidelity. The fact 


was, 
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was, he had, during that time, ſent many 
letters addreſſed to her, but ſhe had re- 
ceived none of them. Some fell into the 
greedy hand of Miſs Brown; others, 
which eſcaped that fate, remained in the 
polit-ofice; as no perſon at Coombe 


knew in what part of the world ſhe re- 
ſided. 


FFF 


CHANRTER' YV:; 


PIOUS RESOLUTION IN AN OLD MAID, 


THX heroine of our ſtory ſo eligibly 

diſpoſed of, it is time to notice 
ſome of thoſe events which, during the 
period of five years, occurred in the vil- 
lage of Coombe. Indeed, it would be a 
flagrant breach of politeneſs, to deſert a 
couple of belles, who have ſo conſpicu- 
ouſly figured in the preceding chapters> 
We think, too, that our readers would be 


inclined - 
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inclined to diſpute the identity of Miſs 
Addington, ſhould that lady, fans cere- 
monie, pop upon them in her new cha- 
racer; which we are authorized to ac- 
quaint them, is that of a ſtrict metho- 
diſt. Thoſe who recollect that ſhe has 
hitherto appeared quite a belle eſprit—a 
free-thinker—or, in ſhort, a woman of 
no religious principles at all—wil be 


much ſurprized at ſo ſtrange a metamor- 


phoſis. However, we never pretend to 
account for half the odd things that hap- 
pen in this odd world. 

It is a known characteriſtic of the la- 
dies of a neighbouring kingdom, that 
they are rakes in their youth, and devo- 
tees in their age: and if Nature ſhould 
have erred for once, and formed an 
English woman after the ſame model, 
my dear reader, what is that to you and 
me? For heaven's ſake, let us take facts 
as we find them, and leave their cauſes 
to be inveſtigated by thoſe profound 

philoſo- 
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philoſophers, whoſe learned explana- 
tions have worn poor common-ſenſe al- 
molt to an atom. 

Miſs Addington, by forming an ac- 
quaintance, one winter in town, with a 
pious gentlewoman of the aforenamed 
ſect, accompanied her ſo often to the 
conventicle, that ſhe could talk of no- 
thing elſe but faith, grace, election, and 
fo forth. Mr. Sydney abſolutely thought 
her brain turned, till one day he traced 
her to the tabernacle. Such an event 
could prognoſticate nothing very favour- 
able to his hopes of attaining her thirty 
thouſand pounds: however, he was ſtil] 
conſtant in his devoirs; but when he 
talked of gallantry, ſhe anſwered him by 
wishing his converſion. When he ex- 
tolled her uncommon merit, ſhe cut him 
ſhort, by denying the exiſtence of any 
ſuch quality in human nature. In ſhort, 
the poor lover was quite at a loſs, as 
much of an adept as he was in flattery, 


how 
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how to dish off his compliments, to 
make them relishable by ſo ſtrange a 
palate. 


While he was deliberating on the 
matter, that point was effected by an 
itinerant preacher of that ſanctimonious 
tribe. Mr. Zabulon Simpkins was a cho- 
ſen veſſel, to be ſure; it is therefore no 
wonder that, by the help of a ſanctified 
phiz, and auſtere deportment, he wrought 
himſelf effectually into the good graces 
of Miſs Addington. Let it, however, be 
underſtood, that we mean not to caſt a 
ludicrous reflection on any one religious 
community. We eſteem a rational uni- 
form piety, the moſt glorious charac. 
teriſtic of a human being. It is not, 
therefore, this divine principle, but the 
unworthy affectation of it, we deſpiſe. 

The gentleman now introduced on the 
tapis, was ſon to an honeſt ſhoemaker; 
who, imagining he felt a divine impulſe, 
left the laſt for the pulpit, and com- 
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menced methodiſt preacher. Wonder- 
ful were the flowers of rhetoric thar 
dropped from his lips! There was a pa- 
thos in his language, which we conceive 
muſt ever remain unequalled. As an in- 
ſtance, we here quote a favourite figure 
often uſed by him, when the obduracy 
of mankind excited his commiſera- 
tion.—“ Brethren,” would the good 
man ſay, even with the tears of afflic- 
tion“ my brethren—it is as hard to 
« beatthe word into ſome men's hearts, as 
« it1s for me to pierce this laſt with an 
« awl;”—ſo judicious was this fine man 
in the choice of his metaphors. To rear 
the tender ſcyon of this valuable ſtock, 
was a work reſerved for the charity of 


Lady H But if the father was an 


enthuſiaſt, the ſon was an hypocrite; who, 
under the diſguiſe of ſanctity, concealed 
a moſt depraved heart: and the educa- 
tion (if fuch it might be called) which he 
received by the bounty of his patroneſs, 

qua- 
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qualified him to ſupport the deception. 
Thus accompliſhed, he entered on his 
miniſterial labours - whether, in the end, 
to turn many 10 righteouſneſs, or from it, 
—'tis but the alteration of a ſingle mo- 
noſyllable, and you may have it as you 
pleaſe.— The event muſt declare. 

Whether the eloquence of the old 
ſhoemaker deſcended in a right line to 
this his ſon, we cannot preciſely ſay; but 
it is certain, the lady before-mentioned 
found ſomething ſo irreſiſtible in his 
oratory, that ſhe began to conſider he 
would be a valuable acquiſition to their 
tamily; and therefore propoſed him to 
her brother as domeſtic chaplain. 


« He is certainly a fine man, ſiſter;“ 


(every one knows this expreſſion de- 
notes a florid preacher) * tell him, if 
you pleaſe, that, provided he is not 
* otherwiſe engaged, I ſhould be glad 
with his conſtant reſidence in the fa- 
* mily.“ 
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The tenets of methodiſm, when pro- 
perly mixed, compoſe the fineſt medi- 
cine in the world for a malady with 
which his worship was ſometimes trou- 
bled namely, a kind of qualmishneſs 
of conſcience. Mr. Zabulon Simpkins, 
though not a ſon of Æſculapius, ſoon 
ſet it to rights, by the proper applica- 
tion of thoſe doctrines which diſclaim 
the neceſſity of good works; and en- 
ſures ſalvation to every one who can but 
acquire an aſſurance of getting it—there 
is no more in the matter than this—and 
it ſoon came to paſs, that the juſtice 
bleſſed the day which introduced Mr. 
Zabulon Simpkins to his acquaintance. 

The caſe was very different with poor 
Sydney, in whole cogitating brain 
ſprang up an idea, that the frequent 
private conferences of his miſtreſs with 
the holy man, bore rather an equivocal 
appearance. He doubted if they were 
wholly ſpiritual; and, reſolving to be ſa- 

tisfied 
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tisfied in that point, he marked an al- 
cove in the garden, to which they often 
retired, for the ſake, no doubt, of pious 
edification; and contrived to place him- 
ſelf in ſuch a ſituation, as to be able to 
overhear their diſcourſe, without dan- 
ger of being diſcovered. 

« Your diſcourſe, Mr. Simpkins,” 
cried Miſs Addington, © is really hea- 
Weh.“ 

« God knows,” he replied, “ that I 
only defire to promote your eternal 
« happineſs, though an humble inſtru. 
« ment—Yet, of what rank or poſſeſ- 
« ſions were the glorious profeſſors and 
« martyrs?” 

« Yes, my celeſtial guide,” cried ſhe, 
I feel the full force of your arguments, 
and long to prove my faith, by tram- 
pling on the world and all its poſſeſ- 
“ flons.” 

Here the deſigning hypocrite claſped 
his hands, and, lifting his eyes to hea- 
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ven, in a fervent ejaculation, exclaimed, 
after ſome pauſe “ Glorious fruit of 
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my miniſtry!—child of grace con- 
vert to righteouſneſs l ſee you have 
the true ſpirit of godlineſs, not by 
meaſure, but in a plenteous degree !— 
You ſee the neceſlity of being diveſted 
of worldly goods, ere you can attain 
to the perfection of faith. —Irt is eaſier 
tor a cable to go through the needle's 
eye, than for a rich perſon to attain 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

« Ah! vile riches,” cried Miſs Ad- 


dington, affected at his rhapſody, « I 
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deteſt ye!—Tell me, my divine in- 
ſtructor, what I muſt do !—Ah! that 
vile metal, which makes ſuch ſhip- 
wreck of fouls. — Will it not clog my 
flight? Will it not confine my aſpir- 
ing faith?” 
« Too ſurely,” he replied, «I fear 
ſo—Ah! often have I remembered 
thee in my bed, and thought upon 
« thee 
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« thee when I was waking —Oh, fling 
« from thee this bait of Satan!” 

The lady, now brought to the deſired 
pitch, cried, eagerly—“ Tell me, then, 
«* how I ſhall diveſt myſelf of this bur- 
5 then.” 

« Alas! my fiſter—my friend,” he re- 
turned, you muſt lay the grievous load 
e on ſome friendly ſhoulder, which is 
“ able to ſuſtain it for you.“ | 

« But where can ſuch a friend be 
* found ?” 

«Tis true,” he replied, (ſuppreſſing the 
ſymptoms of ſatis faction which he felt) 
* 'tis true, I have renounced all carnal 
« poſſefſions—yet, ſooner than thy ſoul, 
« my fiſter, ſhould be obſtructed in her 
e flight—I will, feeble as I am, I will 
« ſuſtain it for thee—and I truſt I ſhall 
e be ſupported by grace, that I faint 
ce not under the heavy burden. Eaſe, then, 
e your conſcience; transfer the weight 
of thy carnal ties from thyſelf to me; 
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« thou ſhalt conſign to me that wealth 
« which endangers thy ſalvation; and 
e then ſhalt thou be as having nothing, 
« yet poſſeſſing all things.” 

Sydney had not patience to hear any 
more, He was fully convinced, that 
Mr. Simpkins aimed - at nothing leſs 
than the obtaining poſſeſſion of the la- 
dy's fortune, under the pious fraud of 
ceaſing her mind from an impediment to 
her ſalvation. It would be to no pur- 
poſe, he knew, to remonſtrate to her on 
the abſurdity of the conceſſion ſhe was 
about to make.—Such a mode of con- 
duct would infallibly have fanned the 
flame of that enthuſiaſm which already 
burnt too powerful for reaſon. He 
therefore repaired to a young gentleman 
of his acquaintance, who lived a few 
miles from the Hall, and imparted the 
diſcovery. he had made. He adviſed 
him to ſet on foot ſome ſcheme, which 
might drive the deſigning knave out of 
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the country. As they were conſulting 
on ways and means, Sydney's valet, a 
lively enterpriſing fellow, happening to 
be preſent at the converfation—< Leave 
« jt to me, gentlemen,” ſaid he,“ it you 
« pleaſe I warrant we'll unkennel the 
« ſly fox.” 

Some days after this, a general alarm 
was ſpread through the juſtice's kitchen, 
and an univerſal terror ſeemed to pre- 
vail. Not a ſervant would ſtir out of 
the houſe after the evening had cloſed. 
It happened one night, about ten 
o'clock, that the juſtice ordering his 
footman to go on a meſſage to ſome 
little diſtance, the poor fellow inſtantly 
turned as pale as death; and the bottles 
of wine that he was bringing to the ta- 
ble, fell from his quivering hand. 


« What is the matter, Tom?” ſaid his 
worship. 


« Oh! your honour, the ghoſt !—the 
« ghoſt!—] ſhall ſurely meet theghoſt !” 
LE 4 « What 


2 


Y 
3 * vo 4 4 
* 0 by 
Dein 
9 ee 


4 


WW n 
„ U i 
> £ YL SW LS LC ( . 
' $5. wt" 5 Fark 3 Sakbtoy 12 p 
INE vr EE SUI 
4 l 


= 
_— .- 


80 EDWARD AND SOPHIA. 


« What does the fellow talk of?” 
cried Miſs Addington. 

Tom then informed the company, 
that the room in which himſelf and the 
groom ſlept, was actually haunted ; for 
that they had both ſeen an apparition 
walk round the bed four nights ſucceſ- 


The juſtice looked grave. Miſs Ad- 
dington obſerved it was ſome trick, till 
Mr. Zabulon Simpkins aſſured them of 
the reality of thoſe ſupernatural appear- 
ances—adding, with much ſolemnity, 
that- he doubted not but the phantom 
had ſome important diſcovery to un- 
fold. - 

“Then, I think, Mr. Simpkins,” ſaid 
Sydney, “you are the propereſt perſon 
« in this family to receive the informa- 
* tin. 

e True,” rejoined his worship, © ſup- 
« pole you were to it up in the room 
« to-night.” . 

« e 
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« The very thing,” cried Miſs Ad- 
dington—“ I dare ſay the perturbed 
« ſpirit wants ſome holy perſon to re- 
« yeal the cauſe of its diſquiet to.“ 

Mr. Simpkins turned pale as aſhes— 
his lips quivered; but, not daring to re- 
fuſe ſo important a teſtimony of his ſu- 
perior ſanctity, he was forced to ac- 
quieſce; though, no doubt, he wished 
the ghoſt and Tom at the d—I. 

Accordingly, at half paſt eleven, two 
wax tapers were lighted up; and Mr. 
Simpkins, with a bible and prayer- 
book, entered, with due folemnity, the 
dreadful apartment; where, dropping on 
his knees, we preſume, he prayed with 
greater fervency than ever he did in his 
life. The door was ſhut, and all was 
huſhed—* As though the pulſe of life 
« ſtood ſtill, or Nature made a pauſe.” 
The clock in the hall ſtruck. twelve, 
which was echoed by another from the 
parish ſteeple—the wind blew hollow 
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the doors cracked—in a few minutes, he 
perceived a ſtrong ſulphureous ſmell, 
and heard the dreadful clank of chains 
he drew cloſe to the bed, and wrapped 
himſelf round with the curtain—bur, 
lo! a moſt terrific noiſe burſt open the 
door—and he ſaw—heaven and earth 
he ſaw a figure, eight feet in height, ar- 
rayed in long white garments that trailed 
on the ground—i1t's eyes reſembled two 
awful meteors—twice it walked round 
the bed, in dreadful ſilence.—“ In the 
« n-a-a-a-me of ——,” cried the trem- 
bling Simpkins—* in the n-a-a-a-me of 
« (3-0-0-0-d, declare—” 

The ghoſt being thus accoſted, waved 
his hand—three rimes it beckoned to 
the door—to which, it 1s certain, the 
quaking prieſt would not have dared 
to follow, had not a thought occurred 
to him, that probably there might 
be ſome treaſure concealed; and, be- 
ing a prodigious admirer of ſpecie, of 
what= 
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whatever coin or country it might be, 
his avarice got the better of his pannic, 
and he boldly reſolved to follow the tre- 
mendous phantom. — They proceeded in 
ſolemn ſilence along the gothic gallery, 
to a ſtone ſtair-caſe, that led by a back- 
door into the orchard; having reached 
the extremity of which, the ſpectre diſ- 
appeared. But, what were poor Simp- 
kins's emotions when, inſtead of the 
ſnow- white phantom, he was ſurrounded 
| by a couple of horrible figures, whoſe 
«# appearance beſpoke them fiends of dark- 
neſs—a long tail fell behind each of 
3 them their eyes reſembled fiery me- 
teors, and from their. mouths iſſued 
flames of fire.—They approached the 
half-dying wretch, who, falling on his 
knees, audibly implored Heaven to ſpare 
him a little ſpace, that he might repent 
of his crimes. . 

« Confeſs, then,” cried a hollow 
; voice, that, to his aftrighted ears, re- 
f E 6 ſounded 
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{ſounded like the roar of many wa- 
ters. 

« J will—I will- confeſs— 1 con- 
« feſs, that I betrayed Jenny Iſlip, and 
« was the cauſe of her deſtroying her 
« infant.” 

« Go on,” reſumed the dreadful 
voice. | 

« T confeſs—that I embezzled the laſt 
« ſum I received for charitable uſes.” 

« That's not all; cried the demon. 

« I confeſs, alſo,” added the terrified 
wretch, © that I meant to defraud Miſs 
« Addington of her money, if I could 
have prevailed on her.“ 

« Seize him,” exclaimed the fury 
« plunge him in utter darkneſs !'”—and, 
before he could articulate one prayer for 
mercy, they had bound him neck and 
heels, and precipitated him to the bot- 
tom not, indeed, of a fiery lake but a 
ſtinking quagmire; where they left him 
to get out as he could. 


And 


* e 


3 
B 
* 
© 
oi 
"4 
yy 
Br 
uf * 
. 
4 
og 
3 p) 
1 
S % 
* 55 
* 
"> 
a 
_ - 
£ IJ F 
2 1 
1 
. EE 
7 
8 
ys, oh 
ky. 4 
4 4 
4-4 
> * 
} by 


| - Hf 
1 
1 1 
E * 
? EY 
N 
04 
ES 


3 "# * bo =.” 8 
28) Tx * n q EST 
Fo VE N Po 
1828 9.4 SATIN N 
ory 706 en N 
* 1 8 4 bad. vb "> * 'y 
4 6 . r . = 
n ING SID FR 
28 N OD ASS 
1 = OX 4x 8 
* Fo Get. x DE SAR 
* F 8 0 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA, © 85 


And now the phantoms, who were no 


other than Sydney, and his man Will, 


ſtole up a back ſtaĩr-· caſe, and got undiſ- 
covered to bed —for not a foul of the 
family dared, on that dreadful night, to 
indulge one ſpark of curiofity—but all 
lay till as death, in their ſeveral apart- 
ments, half ſmothered with the bed- 
clothes. 

The next morning, Miſs Addington, 
her brother, and Sydney, met in the 
breakfaſt-parlour. Terror was evidently 
diſplayed in the countenances of the two 
former, and the latter ſqueezed as much 
of it into his features as he poſlibly 
could. —But when, after waiting in 
anxious ſuſpence for half an hour, no 
Mr. Simpkins appeared, the ſymptoms 
of that paſſion viſibly increafed in both 
the lady and his worship, till it occur- 
red to them, that the awful buſineſs of 
the night might have kept the reverend 
gentleman awake, till, morning coming 

on, 
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on, he probably had fallen into a ſlum- Z | 
ber, from which they judged he ſhovld 
not be awakened. Their apprehenſions 
ſomewhat quieted by this ſuggeſtion, 
breakfaſt was made; after which the * 
juſtice walked out. 

But he had not proceeded far from 
his houſe, before he heard the moſt 
piercing groans, iſſuing apparently from 
the orchard. —He had not, at firſt, the 
courage to advance a ſtep towards the 
place, till he plainly diſtinguiched—- 
« Oh! I ſhall perish in this wretched 
% place! Will no one come to my re- 
* liel? 

Such a complaint could not, with any 
probability, be ſuppoſed to proceed from 
a ghoſt; he therefore went forward, till 
he perceived the head of his chaplain 
peeping out of a deep ditch, that was 

filled with mud. 
„ Simpkins!—How happened this? 
« Who put you here?“ 


« The 
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« The d-, cried the poor wretch, 
« believe—but, for heaven's ſake, lift 
% me out, for I am half killed?” 

The juſtice gave him his hand, and 
dragged him out, covered from head to 
foot with a ſtinking black mud. He 
then ſupported him to the houſe—but, 
the moment they reached the door, who 
ſhould appear, but Miſs Addington and 
Mr. Sydney ! 

The former, giving a violent 93 
fainted away: - fortunate enough for 
Sydney, whoſe aſſiduity to the lady, en- 
abled him the better to conceal his riſi- 
bility Such an emotion would infalli- 
bly have betrayed the plot. While he 
was employed in conveying her into the 
parlour, Simpkins underwent the diſci- 
pline of ſcrubbing, washing, and ſo 
forth; after which he was put to bed. 

But, unluckily, Sydney's evil genius 
prevailed, and counteracted the whole of 
his ſcheme; for this adventure, which 


he 
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he had ſuppoſed would have frightened | 


the preacher out of the country, awak- 
ened in the breaſt of Miſs Addington, 
ſuch ſtrong ſentiments of tenderneſs 
and compaſſion, that in one of her viſits 
to him, during his confinement, in con- 
ſequence of the ſevere cold he had 
caught, by fouſing in the mud, ſhe frank- 
ly confeſſed her regard, and declared her 
reſolution of making him amends for 
the diſaſter, by beſtowing on him her 
perſon and fortune.—For it appeared 
evident to her, that the whole was a 
trick; though, for himſelf, he ſtill 
thought it the work of ſupernatural 
agents. She was, indeed, at a loſs oh 
whom to place her ſuſpicions—it hap- 
pened, that they never alighted on the 
real executor of the plot; for which rea- 
ſon, Sydney had an opportunity of conti- 
nuing his viſit at the Hall, and playing 
off, as before, the whole artillery of love. 
— But 
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— But ſucceſs in this, no more than 


in arms, does not always crown the 
brave. 


—— n] — nr —_— 


CHAPTER Ys 


PRIESTCRAFT DISCOVERED. 


T was not long before Sydney, to his 
infinite mortification, plainly per- 
ceived the rapid advances of his rival in 
the good graces of Miſs Addington.— 
He imparted his chagrin to his friend ; 
who, pauſing a moment“ Things turn 
« out curſed contrary,” ſaid he; “but 
& there is one trial more to be made, 
« which may anſwer better.” 
Nie it.“ | 
« We mult make the lady jealous, 
yy Harry,” 
« How is that poſſible?” 
&« ] think 
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« T think I have hit on a ſcheme— 
6e J will tell you farther of it the next 
« time we meet.“ 

There was in the village a pretty girl, 
with whom this young gentleman had a 
ſecret amour. To her he repaired, and 
unfolded the plan he had formed. It 
was neither her intereſt nor inclination 
to refuſe his requeſt; and therefore, hav- 
ing received her cue, ſhe promiſed to 
begin her part of the drama the firſt op- 
portunity that offered. As ſoon as Mr. 
Zabulon Simpkins was ſufficiently reco- 
vered to give his lectures in public, as 
uſual, that is, in the field adjoining the 
juſtice's houſe, this young woman al- 
ways took care to place herſelf cloſe by 
the preacher, on whom ſhe kept her eyes 
conſtantly fixed, inſomuch that ſhe ſoon 
attracted his notice. Her attendance in 
this aſſembly was novel; of courſe, it be- 
hoved ſo zealous a miniſter to endeavour 
her converſion; for which end, he fre- 
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quently called at the girl's dwelling—gave 
her ghoſtly counſel; which, the better to 
enforce, he generally concluded his doc- 
trine with a tap on the cheek, preſſure of 
the hand, or ſome ſuch token of holy love. 
Matters, at laſt, were carried ſo far, that 
he preſſed her to make a private aſſigna- 
tion with him. Betſy played her part 
to perfection; and, at length, conſented 
to meet him in a neighbouring coppice, 
exactly at the day and hour, when (as 
had been previouſly concerted) Sydney 
was to contrive to walk by the ſpot with 
Miſs Addington. The lovers being al- 
ready met, at a certain ſignal given by 
Sydney, the girl, began to raiſe her voice 
to a vehement pitch, begging ſo holy a 
man would not attempt the ruin of a poor 
girl. | 

Miſs Addington, alarmed at the noiſe; 
made a ſtop Sydney was in no haſte to 
go on; ſo they ſtood, arm in arm, while 
the following dialogue took place. 


« What 
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« What. have you to fear, my dear 
ce creature,” ſaid Simpkins—* Are you 
«© not one of the elect?” 

« Oh, Sir! the fin!—Confider the ſin 
te of ſuch things!” 

« P'shaw!—Are you not one of the 
« faithful? - nothing can, therefore, be 
« jmputed to you as fin.—You ſhall be 
« faved, child!—Ah; Lord! what are 
« works? What is all which the world 
« calls virtue?—all dirt and mire !— 
« Faith, faith, alone, juſtifies and faves.” 

« But, Miſs Addington !” : 

« What of her? - Why, ſhe will never | 
% know what paſſes between us.—How 
e could you entertain fo filly a thought?” 

% But you love her better than me!“ 

« No, you miſtake—I don't love her 
© half ſo well.— Child, child, I deteſt 

e her!“ 

« Oh, thou vile wretch!” ſcreamed 
Miſs Addington, „is it thus thou re- 
« wardcſt my affection?” The culprit, 
finding 


= 7 o J J 
BY 8 3 . e CL ; 
4 r 5 pO 9 Ig”. x n * A 3 hs 3. 4 : 2 
E WS FR T on oe Res n ; 2 * * K 
7770 ²˙1AAA 8 


. 
. 
Is 
* 
LEY 


1851 p 3 7 . 25 Is 4.9 3 7 a 7 X >J 

7 "I'S > \ {Zh PS I > * 
ET 5 (POR 3 N 7 8 
8 1 


8 


Wh 
2 $ 
ax 
1 
* 
.; 
5 8 
Si 3 * 
N 
by 
Mt * 
. 
* 
* 7X 
1 
2 
7 — 
. 
3 
4 3 
7 
FER 
= 
dd * 
7 
* 
2 F 
2 Su 
5 
41 
2 
* * . 
9 
3 
. 
e, 
. 
5 
2 
* 
. 
5 
we 
* 
. 
5 
= — 
* 
©: Wie 
3% 
55 
if 
* . 
0 
„5 
Rs 
EY 
* 
* 
e 
* 
4 
4 
* 
7 
" 
b C 
2 
ge 
5 
Ba 
ot x 
. 
LE 


Fg > p 
* * . 9 E wr 5 e 5 3 
3 5 0 4 £ > _ J Why 
by T_T 8 1 Ig . EE Ee + i RO 9 gs 
N 2 2 - N 0 . £ 1 : as 2 * „c 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 93 


finding himſelf detected, ſlunk away.— 
As for Miſs Addington, ſhe really reſem- 
bled a mad-woman,—She ſtamped— 
raved—-tore her hair, and it was not 
without much difficulty ſhe was pre- 
vailed on to go home; where, as ſoon as 
ſhe arrived, ſhe ſent for Simpkins into 
her preſence—but he was not to be 
found. The ſervants told her, that, as 
ſoon as he entered the houſe, he had or- 
dered his horſe to be ſaddled with all 
ſpeed; and that, when he mounted it, 
they believed he had moſt of his clorhes 
in his pockets. 

But, did he not ſay whither he was 
« going?“ 

« No, Madam!—but the groom ſays 
“ he muttered ſomething about never 
« ſeeing the place again.“ 

Sydney's triumph would now have 
been complete, had not the lady, as 
ſoon as ſhe recovered from a ſtrong hyſ- 
teric fit, uttered the following ſoliloquy, 


ro 
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to the infinite aſtoniſhment of all pre- 
ſent. 


cc 


60 


40 


cc 


40 


« Yes, yes Ihe is gone, no doubt! — 
and with him all I poſſeſſed in the 
world |—Deteſted villain !—but, why 
do I rail at him?—ought I not rather 
to blame my own folly, in conſenting 
to marry ſuch a wretch?” 

The company concluded ſhe was ac- 


tually delirious; and Mr. Sydney ad- 
viſed her to go to bed: but this ſhe ab- 
ſolutely refuſed; and again fell to con- 
demning her own folly in marrying. 


40 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


« Huſh, ſiſter!” ſaid his worship, 

your reſentment has diſturbed your 

reaſon.” 

« My folly,” interrupted ſhe, haſtily, 

did that ſome time ago—or I ſhould 

not have married ſuch a deſpicable 

wretch.” 

« Surely, you are not ſerious!“ 

« ] am, to my coſt I am really the 

wite of that villain! We were mar- 
ried 
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« ried three weeks ago, at the pariſh- 
« church, by Dr. Hanham's curate; 
« whom I fee'd to keep the ſecret.” 
The - juſtice walked haſtily up and 
down the room, biting his lips, and 
whiſtling, alternately. Mr. Sydney, tak- 
ing up his hat, cried, with a moſt obſe- 
quious bow Your moſt humble ſer- 


„ vant, Mrs. Simpkins—I wish you 


e compoſure under your misfortune; 
and, quitting the room, immediately 
ordered his ſervant to pack up his 
portmanteau. In leſs than a quarter 
of an hour, he bade adieu to the Hall; 
leaving the lady to reflect on her folly, 
and the juſtice to conſole or upbraid 
her, whichever ſuited his turn of mind 
the beſt. 

The firſt ſtep taken by the injured 
lady was, the ſending an expreſs to 
every place where the ingrate might 
probably be met with: the only tidings, 
however, ſhe could hear of him was, 


that 
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that he had embarked for America, 
taking with him the whole of her for- 
tune. 

She had now no other reſource but 
the bounty of her brother, the juſtice; 
which was extended ſo far as to afford 
her the aſylum of his houſe. In this, 
no doubt, he was influenced by the 
ſame motive which ever governed his ac- 
tions- namely, ſelf-intereſt; well know - 
ing, the economical talents of his ſiſter 
were of too great an advantage to his 
affairs, not to induce him to detain her 
in his family; where, for the preſent, 
we will leave her to her own reflec- 
tions. ; 
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CHAPTER VIE 
A LESSON FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


HILE theſe occurrences were 
tranſacting at the Hall, Caroline 
Brown was buſily employed in contriv- 
ing to avoid a match her father had 
propoſed to her—an eligible one, in- 
deed; as the young man was heir to a 
good eſtate, agreeable in his perſon, and 
of morals wholly unimpeachable. With 
ſuch a perſon, ſhe certainly might have 
ſtood a fair chance for ſober happineſs; 
but, vitiated as her mind was, by a paſſion 
for every ſpecies of fashionable folly, ſhe 
could not brook an alliance which pro- 
miſed nothing to the gratification of her 
ridiculous vanity. 
“ That's a pretty eſtate of your's, 
* neighbour Brown,” ſaid Mr. Wood- 
Vor. II. F ville ; 
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ville; „I ſhould like to join it to 
« mine.” 

« T am not inclined to fell it, neigh- 
« bour,” he replied. 

« Sell it!—Is it not poſſible our 
te eſtates may be joined by any other 
« method?” 

« I really do not underſtand you.” 

« Ina word, then, I have been think- 


« ing, we might make a match between l 
« your daughter and my ſon.” 

« With all my heart, my good friend 2 
« ] like the propoſal, provided the ö 


« young people come into it.“ 
However, it was no ſooner propoſed 
to Caroline, than ſhe proteſted againſt 
it, with the moſt invincible obſtinacy. 
« What, pray, Caroline,” ſaid her fa- 
ther, “can you object to this match?“ li 
« Oh, dear Sir, there are a thouſand t 
e obſtacles!—Do you imagine I would 
« marry ſuch a bore?” 
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« In my eye, young Woodville is a 

« very agreeable man; and I am ſure 
« his character is irreproachable.“ 
J am ſorry, Sir, I cannot conſider 
him in the ſame agreeable light. 
« He wants that deſirable ſomething — 
« that je-ne-ſcai-quoli, which is neceſſary 
ce for a lover to my taſte.” 

This ſcrap of French was as unintelli- 
gible to the good farmer, as a ſentence of 
Greek would have been. 

« know not,” ſaid he, © what you 
mean by zarny-ſee-coy—1l don't find he 
* appears coy at all;—and I know the 
* molt deſirable lomething in a lover, is 
% money; of which he poſſeſſes a ſuffi- 


« cient quantity.” 


A 


La) 


* 


Caroline, without deigning a reply, 
quitted the room, with a contemptuous 
mile, and left her father much enraged 
at her refuſal of an alliance, on which he 
had ſet his heart. To ſay truth, the idea 
of Lord Molton ran too ſtrongly in her 
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head, to leave her at leiſure for any other 
confideration.— That nobleman, having 
ſtill free acceſs to the family of the Ad- 
dingtons, thought proper, at laſt, (having, 
as he ſuppoſed, totally loft Sophia) to hu- 
mour her apparent penchant; and coun- 
terfeited as much paſſion, as was ſuffici- 
ent to gratify her intolerable vanity. He 
found no difficulty in prevailing on her 
to enter into an engagement with him 
of the tender kind; not that he had the 
ſmalleſt iota of regard either for her per- 
ſon or mind, but he thought a love-fick 
Dulcinea might help to divert an idle 
hour, as well as alleviate the chagrin he 


- 


certainly felt at the impenetrable cold- 
neſs of Miſs Willon.—Caroline, at hcr 
return to the country, promiſed to cor- 
reſpond with his lordship; and the epiſ- 
tles ſne frequently ſent him, afforded 
much diverſion to him and his gay com- 
panions. 
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Mr. Brown, highly incenſed at her 
refuſal of young Woodville, told her, 
one day, that, unleſs ſhe conſented to 
that match, he would never give her a 
ſhilling. Every one knows, that ſuch a 
menace could not fail of ſtrengthening 
the young lady's averſion to the alli- 
ance—it gave her refuſal an air of he- 
roiſm; and, in the true ſpirit of ro- 
mance, determined her to perfiſt in it 
with the utmoſt reſolution. Full of theſe 
ſentiments, ſhe took up her pen, and in- 
formed Lord Molton of the perſecutions 
{he daily underwent on that account; 
and painted her ſituation in ſuch co- 
lours, that a lover of ſpirit could do no 
leſs than offer to reſcue her from ſuch an 
innovation on her liberty. He propoſed 
being at a ſmall diſtance from the vil- 
lage, with a chaiſe, in order to convey 
her from her impertinent perſecutors 
taking care, at the ſame time, to renew 
a thouſand profeſſions of love, honour, 
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and ſo forth—thoſe pretty words, that, 
in modern dialect, expreſs a great deal, 
but mean nothing. We know not, in- 
deed, that they deſerve ſo neutral a defi- 
nition; and are rather inclined to ſuſpect, 
they imply a ſettled plan of ſeduction. 
However that be, the too credulous Ca- 
roline, in an evil hour, aſſented. His 
lordship was punctual to the appoint- 
ment; and Miſs Brown got into the car- 
r:age, which drove her too ſpeedily from 
peace and fame. I'was now too late to 
recede; and the hapleſs Caroline fell 
the victim of her own imprudence and 
folly! 

But what language can do juſtice to 
the feelings of Mr. and Mrs. Brown, at 
this conduct of their beloved daughter? 
Like the painter, who, deſpairing to ex- 
preſs the emotions of parental affliction, 
we will draw over it a vell. 

Caroline, at firſt, felt ſome compunc- 
tion for the ſacrifice ſhe had ſo impru- 
Gently 
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dently made; but the perpetual round of 
diſſipation, into which his lordship took 
care to introduce her, ſoon baniſhed all 
ſerious reflection. — She ſaw herſelf miſ- 
treſs of an elegant houſe, a train of do- 
meſtics, and in the higheſt enjoy ment of 
luxurious ſplendour—ſhe was abſolutely 
giddy with the whirl of voluptuous plea- 
ſure; and, in thoſe moments of deli- 
rium forgot, that 

« To be good, is to be happy.“ 

But we muſt leave it to ſome future 
period to convince her of the truth of 
this excellent line. Happy, my young 
readers, are they who know its import- 
ance, before dear-bought experience 
fatally convinces them of it. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
AN INTERESTING SCENE OP SENSIBILITY. 


A BOUT two years after theſe events 
had paſled, the inhabitants of 
Coombe were ſurprized by the appear- 
ance of a ſtranger, whom ſome of them 
litcle expected, others as little deſired, 
perhaps, to ſee. This was no other than 
the amiable and virtuous Hartly. He 
had induſtriouſly acquired what, to one 


F< 


of his moderate views, appeared a com- 
petence; and was now returned to his 
native country, elate with the pleaſing 
hope of ſharing it with his beloved So- 
phia. We muſt leave it to the feeling 
reader to imagine, for we deſpair of de- 
ſcribing, the painfulneſs of his ſenſa- 
tions, at finding that no one could give 
him any information reſpecting the place 
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of her reſidence; and to hear, alſo, that 
extraordinary circumſtance clouded with 
dark ſuſpicion, and the many unfavour- 
able reports which malice had ſtamped 
on her once ſpotleſs fame. His very 
ſoul was wrung with anguish. Like ſome 
diſconſolate ſpirit, he traverſed every 
ſpot, where he had formerly enjoyed her 
amiable and innocent ſociety ; but his 
heart bled at the recollection.—“ Dear, 
« fallen angel!“ (he would exclaim) 
« Ah! would it were given me to know 
« the place of thy retreat! Perhaps this 
« hand might yet ſnatch thee from mi- 
« ſery—tor, alas! who knows, but at 
« this moment, thou, who waſt foſtered 
« in the boſom of tranquility and in- 
« nocence, may'{t be ſunk in all the 
ce wretchedneſs of want and infamy!” 
He could not purſue the reflection— 
his brain was on fire.“ Would to hea- 
% ven,” he would cry, * had not quit- 
ted the fervid plains of India !—Hope, 
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« then, at leaſt, had gilded my hours— 
« but, now—all is deſpair and horror 
« Yes, Sophia, ſince thou art fallen, I 
« will hereafter diſtruſt the exiſtence 
« of virtue.” 

Hartly was received at the Hall with 
the moſt flattering diſtinction. Far dif- 
ferent, indeed, was the treatment he now 
experienced from that family, from that 
which he once met with. But a key to 
this enigma will eaſily be found, by com- 
paring the preſent opulence of his cir- 
cumſtances with his former indigence. 
The juſtice embraced him---called him 
his dear fon, and deſired him to conſider 
the Hall as his own houſe. His preſence, 
indeed, ſeemed to awaken ſome uneaſy 
ſenſations in Miſs Addington, or, rather, 
Mrs. Simpkins ; however, ſhe expreſſed 
as much joy at his arrival, as the gloom 
the had habitually indulged fince a late 
event, would admit. But no civilities 

were able to remove the deep melan- 
choly 
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choly that had clouded his mind; the 
cauſe of which, it was by no means dif- 
ficult to diſcover: and both Mr. Ad- 
dington and his ſiſter endeavoured to 
diſſipate it by every probable means. — 
They repreſented the abſurdity of in- 
dulging an affection for an object, which 
was manifeſtly undeſerving his regard. 

« Alas, Madam!” cried the dejected 
| Hartly, “you probably know not the 
| « arts, which were, doubtleſs, employed 
« in her ruin It is impoſſible Sophia 
« Wilſon could fall deliberately!” 

A ſarcaſtic ſmile from the lady, convey- 
ed reflections beyond the power.of invec- 


tive. However, ſhe related the circum- 
ſtances of the affair, as they had before been 
repreſented in the village. Hartly could 
only hang down his head, and ſigh. It 
1s probable, that, as Mrs. Simpkins could 
no longer indulge her former views, re- 
ſpecting this young gentleman, ſhe might 
have been induced to have contradicted 
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the malicious reports that had been cir- 
culated concerning Sophia, had not 
ſhame for her own conduct in that af- 
fair, have prevented ſuch an ecclairciſſe- 
ment. Rather than ſubmit to ſo de- 
grading an explanation, ſhe choſe rather 
to ſuffer him to endure all the tortures, 
which theſe ſuggeſtions inflicted on his 
amiable mind. Still he endeavoured to 
acquire ſome intelligence of that dear, 
regretted girl—but all was impenetrable 
darkneſs. Reaſon and prudence dic- 
tated the propriety of abandoning the 
memory of ſuch a painful incident ; and 
Hartly ſet himſelf to accomplith the 


taſk. He partook of every diverſion the 


country afforded—he read, chatted, 
laughned—but it would not do. © I 
« all never effect it,” (ſaid he to him- 
ſelf) © in a place, where every ſcene too 
« well reminds me of what I would for- 
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One of his firſt enquiries had been af- 
ter his revered benefactor, the merchant; 
but the juſtice ſlightly replied, that he 
might be in town he had not heard from 
him ſome time. Here, then, was an- 
other reaſon which prompted him to viſit 
London; and he therefore acquainted the 
family of his deſign. Some little preſents, 
which he had brought from India for 
his beloved Sophia, he now, with a deep 
ſich, preſented to Mrs. Simpkins; and, 
ſoon after, ſat out for the capital; where, 
on his arrival, he immediately enquired 
for his friend, but found he had retired 
ſome time fince from the world; nor 
could he receive any information as to 
his preſent abode. With the ſincereſt 
grief he heard the misfortunes of that 
excellent man. But what could equal 
his aſtoniſhment, on being told the un- 
feeling part the juſtice had acted towards 
him! Not that he had the higheſt opi- 
nion of his worship's benevolence; but 

| he 
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he thought fraternal tenderneſs muſt 
have overcame every avaricious propen- 
ſity. Alas! he knew not how far that 
paſſion can eradicate the ſocial feelings 
from the heart. 

Hartly made it his buſineſs to find 
out the gardener, who had ſo nobly aſ- 
ſiſted his friend, intending to make him 
a handſome donation. The old man 
was cheerfully at work in his garden; 
and, having learnt the intent of his viſit, 
he replied — 

« Look-ye, young gentleman—as for 
« reward, I deſire none -l have a little 
« money by me, and, as my daily labour 
« {ſupplies my wants, I apply that ſum - 
tt to the ule of thoſe that want it more 
c than I do.—Where is the value of 
« money, if uſcleſsly hoarded? In my 
« mind, a bag of pebbles would anſwer 
« the ſame end.” 

« Heavens!” exclaimed Hartly, “ and 
« is it on ſuch as theſe, that the great 
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« and opulent look down with diſ- 
« dain?“ 

It was not without ſome pains that he 
prevailed on the good man to receive his 
preſent ; who, at laſt, conſenting to ac- 
cept it, in conſideration of the earneſt 
mportunities of the other, replied 

« Well, Sir! ſince I mult be bribed to 
« do good, I will take it; and ſo, inſtead 
« of aſſiſting one friend, I ſhall now be 
« able to help two, perhaps.” 

As ſoon as Hartly was informed that 
the Dixon family were in town, he im- 
mediately waited on them: and here he 
learnt the place of the merchant's retire- 
ment—an intelligence, which immedi- 
ately inſpired him with the reſolution of 
taking a journey into Northumberland, 
in order to pay a viſit to that generous 
benefactor ; where he had the good for- 
tune to find him in poſſeſſion of health 
and perfect tranquility. 
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The merchant's tranſports at the 
ſight of Hartly, were inexpreſſible—he 
preſſed him to his boſom—he even 
wept over him; while the grateful youth 
was totally unable to expreſs his own 
ſenſations, or give utterance to the emo- 
tions which ſwelled his amiable heart. 
As ſoon as they were ſeated in the par- 
lour, Hartly related the various inci- 
dents that had happened to him in In- 
dia. He told him, that, by the bleſſings 
of an indulgent Providence, he had 
realized about 20,0001. © And, now, 
« Sir!“ added he, with the moſt deli- 
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cious feclings that ever warmed a human 
breaſt, © having given an account of my 
* ſtewardship, Permit me to pay the ba- 
« lance into my maſter's hands!” 
« What do you mean, Hartly?“ 
% No more than this:—the money, 
* by which I acquired this ſum, was 
* yours, my Gear Sir—Is not, then, the 
„ accumulation juſtly ſo, likewiſe?— 
“ Ton 
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You muſt, my good friend, diſpoſe of 
it as you pleaſe—nor will I accept any 
other part, than what you ſhall think 
fit to aſſign me.“ 

« Noble youth!” cried the merchant, 
you tranſport me by ſo charming a dif- 
play of your exalted mind. No! my 
boy !—I have enough left for all the 
purpoſes of life—the fortune you have 
ſo laudably acquired, may you enjoy 
with the trueſt ſatisfaction !—and may 
heaven ſhower its beſt bleſſings on 
your head, and make you happy in 
the amiable Sophia.” 

« Ah, Sir! Sophia 18—” 

« Dead!” interrupted the merchant, 


impatiently. ; 


cc 


cc 


« To me, alas! ſhe is—ſhe is loſt 
that angelic purity is tarniſned irre- 
vocably tarniſhed!” He could ſay no 


more; his emotions ſuppreſſed his 
voice. 
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« Don't judge haſtily, young man,” 
ſaid the merchant; © I have a pre-ſenti- 
« ment that your judgment is prema- 
te ture. But,” continued he, (eyeing 
him ſternly) © you have not credited t 
« this vile report, merely as a pretence 
« for concealing any caprice of your 
own!—No, no, I ſee it is impoſſible! | 
Inform me, then, of the particulars, 

which ſo deeply wound your repoſe 

pour your forrows, my Hartly, into 

the bolom of your friend.“ 

He, then, with a look and accent, 
which perfectly convinced the merchant 
how much his happineſs was affected, 
related, as tenderly as he could, the in-" 
telligence he had received at Coombe. 

« Woman!” exclaimed that good 
man, feelingly, «© thy name is frailty, 

« indeed !—But, my dear Hartly, you 
« muſt not ſuffer this unhappy affair to 
« dwell on your mind—perfect happi- 
« neſs is not the lot of human nature— 
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you muſt expect diſappointments 
and you muſt alſo endure them with 
fortitude: herein conſiſts the perfec- 
tion of human nature. All that is 
left us to do, is, if poſſible, to find out 
the poor deluded girl, and, by ſet- 
tling on her a comfortable annuity, 
put it in her power to forſake the vi- 
cious path ſhe has unhappily choſen 
this 1s all that can with propriety 
be done. Lou underſtand me, 
Hartly?“ 

J do, Sir: and, believe me, though 
I muſt ever regret MW 
man, once ſo in —_— 
2 =— 

myſt 
vice | 
S 
that is the point I WI 8 
you upon; and, ſince this is your pru= 
dent reſolve, depend on my endea- 
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« bly can—but you muſt promiſe me 
e to regain your compolure ; or I, per- 
« haps, ſhall doubt your ſincerity. You 


- 


e have not, I hope, engaged to return 
« ſpeedily to London; as I intend to de- 
tain you with me ſome time. What 
ſay you to a ſolitary reſidence with an 
« old man?” 

« 1 fay, Sir, that ſolitude, with thoſe 

« we love, is beſt ſociety.” 

« Upon my word, very pretty but 
don't flatter, young man—remember, 
I am not one of the world.” 
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eligible to our young traveller—the 
wildneſs of the mountains, with the ro- 
mantic 
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mantic beauties of the valleys beneath, 
charmed his poetic fancy. He enjoyed 
exquiſite pleaſure in following the courſe 
of the torrents that iſſued down the 
vaſt mountains; or in climbing thoſe 
huge precipices, and examining the ſur- 
prizing caverns he often met with in 
their craggy ſides. The habitation of 
his friend, was a neat compact build- 
ing, not quite in the modern ſtyle of ar- 
chitecture, nor yet of that order denomi- 
nated the gothic; which Hartly uſed to 
ſay, could be ſuited only to the gloomy 
taſte of a ſplenetic recluſe.— The houſe, 
like its owner, had an air of ſober cheer- 
fulneſs and hoſpitality—it neither awed 
the traveller, by its magnificence, nor 
ſhocked by an appearance of indigence. 
There was ſomething in the look of it, 
that invited one to enter with the free- 
dom of an old acquaintance, and the re- 
ception within ever juſtified that confi- 
dence, Behind it was a garden, not 
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laid out, indeed, by the taſte of a Kent; 
but you there ſaw the uſeful vegetable 
with the ſame coup de ouil that preſented 
you with the glowing beauties of the 
flowery parterre. At the bottom was a 
canal, well ſtocked with excellent fiſh; 
and beyond it, a large orchard preſented 
its golden fruit to the eye. The furni- 
ture of the houſe was genteel, but by no 
means ſuperb. In the fitting parlour 
was a library, containing a large aſſort- 
ment of the beſt authors, for the amuſe- 
ment of ſuch viſitors as had a paſſion for 
books; the merchant's own reading be- 
ing chiefly confined to ſubjects of agri- 


culture and commerce, with a few ethic © 


diſcourſes—politics and polemic divi- 
nity, he never meddled with. 

« I aſſure you, my young friend,” 
ſaid he one day to Hartly, “ have the 
« utmoſt reaſon to bleſs that ſtroke of 
e ill fortune, which, by retrenching my 
© circumſtances, taught me the road to 

« tran- 


"I 
* 
1 
Ss 
9 
wv 
. 
bon © 
© 
* 4 
. 
1 8 
3 
r 
4 
- £4 
5 
a3 
© 
3 
- 
308 
i, 
2 
©# 
f 
a, 
Fa 
OS 
* 
a7 
LY 
"4 
"S 
F 
= 
+ 
435 
"A 
os 
= 
* 
na - 
1 
y * 
* 
Y 4 
7 
art 
N 
5 
5 
4 
* 
# 
* 


— g bs N 1 3 
J Broan 2 2 E) * 0 8 wa PR 3b. - A 2. 
by 3 8 N — 5 —< 4 e — 
24, re * rom tea <A 3 ee 4 1 
„ 5 = — 9 35 * 
* 4 2 
vp ) KI, T 
3 P * Fs * = OE 
2 hee Is GI, 


cc 


10 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


"EMS rn EL WS He CR 
79 7 
5 * 2 2 
5 1 
2 3 
755 SIND 3 
MP ED.” Vi WM 
1 1.3 128 53-8 
7 8 
* A 1 ; * * 

EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 113 


tranquility. I have lived, for the 
ſpace of five years that I have paſſed 
in this retirement, in a felicity that I 
never could find in the buſtle of the 
world—the reaſon, I believe, 1s, that 
I am more at liberty to live agreeable 
to the dictates of Nature and Philoſo- 
phy, than one can poſſibly be in a fa- 
ſhionable ſociety—though no one, I 
think, could be leſs a ſlave to cuſtom 
than myſelf; yet the moſt philoſophic 
will find ſome difficulty in poſſeſſing 
a happineſs of their own, while ſur- 
rounded by the multitude. In ſuch 
a ſituation, we pay too great a de- 
ference to the taſte of others - too lit- 
tle to our own.“ 

« I believe,” returned Hartly, “ you 
have hit on the true reaſon that hap- 
pineſs is ſo ſeldom found in public 
life; yet you, Sir, of all people, have 
the leaſt reaſon to accuſe yourſelf for 
ſo ſervile a conformity.“ 
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« ”Tis true, Hartly, I avoided it as 
much as I could; yet I was forced to 
ſacrifice too much—but here my ſa- 
tisfactions are my own!“ 

« From your preſent feelings, Sir, it 
ſeems deducible, that events are not 
always anſwerable to the arbitrary ap- 
pellations mankind has impoſed on 
them — what is termed misfortune, I 
perceive, may be really a bleſſing.” 

« am clearly of that opinion, 
Hartly: and it is owing to the falſe 
lights in which we contemplate e- 
vents that we ſuppoſe the world ſo re- 
plete with moral evil. —I believe it 
might be reduced to a far leſs com- 
paſs, were we more wiſe—or, in ſhort, 
did we poſſeſs a thorough knowledge 
of the Chriſtian philoſophy.” 

Hartley who had known the deiſtical 


tendency of his friend's former ſenti- 
ments, looked ſurprized the merchant 
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obſerved it; and gueſſing the cauſe, pro- 
ceeded thus— 
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when I have before now 
taken a view of the moral world, I 
found it abſolutely impoſſible to re- 
concile fo diſordered a picture with 
thoſe ideas of a Providence, which the 
ſcriptures enjoin ; I-therefore rejected 
them from principle—but, I now, I 
bleſs God, apprehend theſe things in 
4 more rational light. I confider man, 
as originally created, ſinleſs and hap- 
py; with full power to chuſe the good, 
and reject the evil—ſuch a work was 
worthy a benignant Creator—but IT 
fee this once glorious creature, by a 
fatal depravity of mind and will, no 
longer able to diſcern his real good. 
Hence he affixes that idea to objects, 
which are, in themſelves, unworthy 
his purſuit; as riches, honours, ſen- 
ſual pleaſures, &c. Now, the deſire 


of happineſs being ſtill inherent in 
« his 
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his nature, it is no wonder he purſues 
what he ſuppoſes to be ſuch, with all 
the avidity of avarice, injuſtice, cruel- 
ty, and oppreſſion. —Hence all the 
evil which deforms the moral world. 
Now the great end of the Chriſtian 
ſyſtem, was to inſtruct this being, 
man, in the making a proper eſti- 
mate of things to point wherein his 
real happineſs conſiſts; that he might 
no longer roam, the deluded victim 
of his own degenerate paſſions, but 
exalt himſelf to that perfection, of 
which his nature 1s capable.—Such a 
diſpenſation ] conceive to have been 
abſolutely neceſſary, and fully ade- 
quate to the effecting theſe ſalutary 
purpoles; and, conſequently, cannot 
be too gratefully received, or too 
highly valued. 

« Thus, you fee, my young friend,” 


continued he, after a little pauſe,“ I am, 
« at laſt; a convert to Chriſtianity! and 
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can now glory in an appellation, which 
is truly the higheſt ſtile of man. For 
this happy conviction, I am indebted 
to the doctrines of a worthy divine in 
this neighbourhood—yet, my dear 
Hartly, I confeſs, had he only preach- 
ed, he never would have made me a 
proſelyte: for, one principal cauſe of 
my: former difſention from the tenets 
of Chriſtianity, was, the ſcandalous 
lives of moſt of its profeſſors—I may 
ſay, teachers !—But the life of this 
excellent gentleman, is a continued 
comment on the text he enforces— 
his arguments in the pulpit, are, in- 
deed, cogent and perſuaſive ; but his 
example, I am convinced, makes more 
converts than his diſcourſes, eloquent 
as they undoubtedly are.” 

« am perſuaded,” ſaid Hartly, that, 
if the clergy would more generally 
adopt that method of enforcing their 


arguments, they would have leſs cauſe 
(9 «20 


1 
WIT C5 a EF RENO 


"as 
4 
E 
= 
22 
= 


0 F 
, a : _ * 
my ER. SD art nents a tt 7 nr ee x i _— 


124 EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 


« to complain of the ill ſucceſs of their 
« miniſterial labours.” 

« Your remark is a juſt one,” re- 
turned the merchant. “ From what I 
« had obſerved in the former part of 
« my lite, not only of this, but of all or- 
« ders of men in the Chriſtian world, I 
e never could be brought to ſubſcribe 
« toa religion, which I found could not 
« make its profeſſors one whit better 
« than mere Pagans. The auſtere vir- 
e tues of the Brachmans—the exceſſive 
« piety and hoſpitality of the Mahome- 
ce tans, delighted me: I ſought in vain 
« for a parallel in thoſe parts of the 
« world, where mankind profeſſes to 
« hold the beſt religion.“ 

« Surely,” cried Hartly, “the man- 
« ners of the preſent times could not 
« have contrib ated to remove theſe pre- 
« judices!“ 

« No, Hartly; but I have, ſince my 
« reſidence in theſe parts, been fully 
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convinced of the ſuperior power of 
Chriſtianity, in refining and exalting 
human nature -I have ſeen its influ- 
ence producing the moſt aſtoniſhing 
effects, in humanizing a people, which 
ſcarcely merited a better title than 
that of barbarians. About the ſame 
time that I came into this country, 
the worthy divine, before- mentioned, 
fixed his reſidence in the village; the 
inhabitants of which, at that time, ra- 
ther reſembled the ſavages of Caffra- 
ria, than a community of civilized be- 
ings—there was not a vice, to which 
they were not moſt ſhamefully ad- 
dicted; and the exceſſive ferociouſ- 
neſs of their diſpoſitions, ſeemed to 
have deprived them of all pretenſions 
to the claim of humanity. Dr. Par- 
ſons, (for that is the gentleman's 
name) at firſt, abſolutely deſpaired of 
citecting any reformation on a people 
lo miſerably debaſed—however, he 
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ſelected ſome of the moſt docile among 
them, and, by rendering them ſome 
acts of generoſity, inſpired in their 
breaſts a ſort of reſpect for his perſon. 
Taking advantage of this ſentiment, 
his next ſtep was, to give them ſome 
notion of the relative duties of huma- 
nity then, by gentle gradations, he 
led them on to a thorough knowledge 
of the tenets of Chriſtianity. In a ſhort 
time, the ſucceis of his labours be- 
came apparent ſomething like order 


and civilization began to reign a- 


mongſt them; till, at length, after a 
ſeries of indefatigable diligence, he 
had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the 
ſocial virtues univerſally pervading 
his now happy flock. This people, 
once the diſgrace of the human ſpe- 
cies, are now diſtinguished for their 
honeſty, ſobriety, benevolence, and, 
in ſhort, every quality which enno- 
bles the heart, and ſecures the happ1- 
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neſs of ſocial life. They are poor, 
but induſtry and content ſupply the 
place of wealth. There is no ſuch 
thing as diſcord to be found among 
them; they ſeem but as one happy fa- 
mily, and the intereſt of an individual 
becomes that of the whole commu- 
nity. They are diligent in their call- 
ings, becauſe to be ſo, they know is an 
incumbent duty; and they enjoy with 
moderation, and the moſt heart-felt 
content, the comfortable ſubſiſtence 
they acquire by induſtry. Ina word, 
what the poets have feigned of the 
golden age, is here realized. They 
are ſenſible of their happineſs, and 
look back with horror on the ſavage 
ſtate from which they are emerged; 
and their excellent paſtor, to whoſe 
pious labours they are indebted for the 
ſalutary change, is regarded by them 
with almoſt a degree of adoration.— 
There is not one, I am perſuaded, but 
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would cheerfully ſacrifice even life for 
his ſervice; and if, at any time, he is 
viſited by illneſs, the whole pariſh is 
in tears. Such are the rewards this 
good man finds in the affection and 
gratitude of his lock—and ſuch, my 
dear Hartly, are the glorious and hap- 
py effects of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, 
when thoſe who call themſelves its 
miniſters will be at' the pains properly 
to inculcate its doctrines. 

ce The few genteel families,“ conti- 


nued the merchant, “that reſide in this 
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neighbourhood, are no leſs remark- 
able for purity of morals than the 


poor. They ſeldom viſit the capital; 


but turn their views ſolely to the wel- 
fare of their tenants and parishioners. 
Nothing 1s neglected by them, that 
can render the ſituation of the poor as 
comfortable as poſſible they encou- 


rage them to labour, and reward their 


induſtry. Beſides, they have frequent 
e enter- 
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entertainments for them in their halls, 
or parks, where the moſt virtuous are 
always honourably diſtinguiſhed; and, 
ſhould any be found whoſe conduct 
deſerves reprehenſion, ſuch would cer- 
tainly be excluded from the general 
feſtivity. This flattering attention 
from the wealthy, keeps up a ſpirit of 
emulation amongſt theſe indigent peo- 
ple—every one of whom would avoid 
the commiſſion of an irregularity, were 
it only for fear their maſters or land- 
lords would be informed of it. You 
ſee, my dear Hartly, how much thoſe 


' Who are bleſſed with education and 


fortune, have it in their power to im- 
prove and benefit the lower orders of 
the community.” 

Juſt as the merchant had concluded 


his remark, he was called out of the room, 
and, for a few minutes, left Hartly in a 
train of the moſt agreeable reflections on 
the relation he had heard. 
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CHAPTER X. 


VILLAGE WEDDING. 


E are to have a great deal of 
* company to-morrow, Hartly,“ 


ſaid the merchant, one day.—“ Some of 
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my poor neighbours are to partake of 
a wedding entertainment that I deſign 
to give them. You have no objec- 
tion, I hope, to participate in ſuch a 
feſtivity.“ 
« By no means, my dear Sir though 
Fortune ſeems to have fixed her fiat 
againſt my attainment of conjugal 
happineſs, I am not ſo ſelfiſh, but that 
I can ſincerely rejoice in that of 
others.” 
« That's a generous ſenttment—and, 
take the word of an old man, will be 
rewarded by ſome deſerving female at 
a future period.” 

Hartly 
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Hartly ſighed, and was filent. 


cc Why, 1 hope, young man,“ conti- 


nued the merchant, “ you have not re- 
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ſolved on cclibacy.—May there not 
be found ſome worthy woman on 
whom you might place your efteem®” 
« That's a cold word, Sir.“ 

« To a young man, I allow, it may 
have that ſound; but, truſt me, Hart- 
ly, 'tis, nevertheleſs, the beſt ingre- 
dient in the matrimonial compoſition. 
Believe me, when you find a perſon 
whoſe qualifications can inſpire eſ- 
teem, —love will not be far behind. — 
But I ſee the ſubject pains you—will 
you ſtep with me into the garden, and 
take a view of the preparations for to- 
morrow ?” 


Glad to drop a theme, on which he 


could not converſe without apparent 
uneaſineſs, Hartly followed his friend to 
the garden; where the workmen were 
erecting a temporary ſhade over a ſpa- 
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| 
cious graſs-plat—at the upper end of the 0 
walk was a pavilion, with ſeats, and a ij 
carpet on the ground. 

« It is my cuſtom,” ſaid the merchant, 


* when any of the villagers marry, to 
give them an entertainment on that 
% day. In this pavilion I ſhall place 
« ſuch of my genteel neighbours as 
| «© chuſe to honour the feſtivity— 


cc 


while, under the larger awning, the 
« new-married pair and their friends 
* will be accommodated.” 
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« It puzzles me extremely,” ſaid 
Hartly, facetiouſly, © to gueſs how it 
« comes to paſs, that ſo zealous a friend 
* to the god Hymen, ſhould never have 
& ſacrificed at his altar!“ 

« I confeſs,” he replied, © that I never 
* ſaw bur one object that inſpired me 
« with a wiſh of that kind.” 

« But one l would not be imperti- 

4 nent though,” 


« Your 
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« Your curioſity is excited is it not 
Hartly?“ ſmiling. 

« ] confeſs it is, Sir but let it not 
be gratified, if, as perhaps is the caſe, 
it muſt be at the expence of your 
compoſure.“ 

6 Come, let us fit down in the ar- 
bour,” reſumed the merchant, “ and 
I will endeavour to relate that inci- 
dent.— There is a melancholy plea- 
ſure in recalling thoſe ideas that once 
conſtituted our happineſs—mine, in- 
deed, was of a ſhort exiſtence, and 
therefore I ſeldom ſuffer myſelf to re- 
fect on that diſappointment of my 
tendereſt wiſhes, leſt it ſhould ſoften 
the ſoul too much, and unfit her for 
the diſcharge of thoſe numerous du- 
ties we owe to ſociety. No man lives 
to himſelf, Hartly.“ 

The merchant pauſed a few mo- 


ments, and then proceeded thus— 


« Some 
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« Some years before I left Madraſs, a 
gentleman of large property in the 
place, commiſſioned a certain captain 
to procure him a wife from England; 
and, on condition of not approving the 
lady on her arrival, he agreed to pay 
her the ſum of ten thouſand pounds. 
This kind of traffic has in it ſome- 
thing ſo repugnant to my ideas of fe- 
male delicacy, that I never had enter- 
tained a favpurable opinion of thoſe 
ladies who ſubmitted to it: it was, 
therefore, not without certain preju- 
dices of that kind, that I firſt ſaw Miſs 
Deane, on her arrival, at a houſe where 
I viſited, —She was extremely hand- 
ſome, and elegantly accompliſhed— 
the only requifites expected in ſuch 
cales; ſentimental tenderneſs being 
quite out of the queſtion. Two or 
three other temales had accompanied 
her on the ſame errand ; and I could 
not help conſidering them in the light 
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« of thoſe women who grace a Turkiſh 
« ſeraglio, waiting with anxlety the ho- 
« nour of the handkerchief from the 
« ſenſual voluptuary. Miſs Deane diſ- 
« covered a dejection very different from 


ce the air of her companions, who ap- 
ce peared intent on practiſing every laſci- 
« vious geſture, to ſet their perſons off 
4 « to the beſt advantage. She, on the 
. « contrary, ſeemed equally ſtudious to 
1 « conceal the agreemens ſhe certainly 
4 « poſſeſſed. I chanced to be preſent 
« when her intended huſband was firſt 
« announced. At hearing his name, ſhe 


« became greatly agitated—her dejec- 
« tion encreaſed—a deathy paleneſs 
« overſpread her face; and, inſtead of 
« ſummoning the aids of wanton love, 
13 « ſhe met him with tears and ſighs.— 
* © He ſeemed ſurpriſed at her behaviour, 
ce but he was captivated with her beauty, 
« which appeared heightened by ſenſi- 
« bility, This interview paſſed in flat= 
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tering attentions on his part ſilence 
and reſerve on hers. Whether the 
pity, with which her apparent melan- 
choly inſpired me, was the parent of 
more tender ſenſations, I know not; 
but I felt for her the moſt diſintereſted 
affection. My only hopes centered in 
the probability that her deſtined lover 
would at laſt be diſguſted with her 
coldneſs.—In this, however, I was de- 
ceived; for, in ſpite of her repug- 
nance, he perſiſted in claiming her for 
his wife. One evening, at a fete cham- 
petre, which he gave in honour of his 
deſtined bride, and to which I vas in- 
vited, I found an opportunity of en- 
gaging her in an intereſting converſa- 
tion. She could on no account be 
prevailed on to dance, and was ſeated 
in an alcove—l joined her. How 
comes it, Madam, ſaid I, that you 
retuſe this public opportunity of diſ- 
playing the inimitable graces you are 

« miſtreſs 
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«© miſtreſs of ?—She coldly replied, ſhe 
% had no inclination to dance.—Par- 
« don me, I continued, amiable Mrs 
© Deane, if I expreſs my ſurprize, that 
« the lady, on whoſe account this feſti- 
« vity is intended, ſhould appear the 
« leaſt in the company diſpoſed to enjoy 
« it!—TI have no taſte for joy, now, 
« {aid ſhe--and a tear ſtarted into her eye. 
* There is ſomething in your manner, 
« continued ſhe, Mr. Addington, which 
inclines me to regard you as a friend 
© know, then, that Iam the moſt wretch- 
ed of women - Baniſned from my na- 
* tive country, from all which I hold va- 
© luable in life, and compelled to become 
the wife of a man, whom I can never 
ſee but with diſguſt! 
« Surely, my dear Madam, I replied, 
« you havean alternative. Who can, nay, 
« who ſhall force you to this match? Oh 
« Miſs Deane, if my ſervices might be 
* accepted. —* Alas, Sir!' ſhe interrupt- 
cc ed, 
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ed, you know not my unhappy circum- 
* ſtances. I am the daughter of a pri- 
vate gentleman in the weſt of England, 
* and was for many years bred up to the 
* expectation of fortune and happineſs. 
A young gentleman in the neighbour. 
* hood ſought my affections. I bluſh 
not to confeſs that he obtained them. 
The alliance was pleaſing to my pa- 
© rents, whole ample fortune could abun- 
* dantly ſupply the defect on his fide; 
for his own was but ſmall. Thus en- 
* couraged, I indulged the tendereſt ſen- 
* timents, and thought of nothing but be- 
ing one day united to theamiable youth; 
© when an unexpected failure of my fa- 
ther's principal banker, reduced me at 
once to a ſtate of indigence. Nothing 
could leſſen the ardour of my lover's 
© attachment—he became more aſſidu- 
© ous than ever, and earneſtly ſolicited 
my father to conſent to our union. Juſt 
* at that time Captain Harlow propoſed 
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this Indian gentleman to my father as 
a huſband for me. The offer was too 
alluring to be rejected he complied, 
and inſiſted on my accompanying the 
captain on this expedition. I wept— 
J entreated—but all the reply I could 
obtain, was the ſevereſt reflection on 
the undutifulneſs of my conduct, in 
© refuſing an alliance which would pro- 
* bably prove highly advantageous to the 
* whole family. Unuſed to diſobey my 
© hitherto indulgent parents, I was forced 
to acquieſce—and here you behold me, 
Sir, about to ſacrifice my peace to 
© their mandates—but I foreſee I ſhall 
*not long ſurvive ſo painful an event. 
© Yet if I accompliſh the wiſhes of an 
aged father—a weeping mother—T 
* ſhall have lived long enough.” 

Here ſhe pauſed—the tears trickled 

« down her cheeks, which ſhe haſtily 
« wiped away, that her emotion might 
not be obſerved by the company. For 
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« my part, I was unable for ſome mi- 
ce nutes to reply. All the fond hopes I 
« was beginning to indulge, I now per- 
« ceived muſt vaniſh; and the paſſion I 
« was about to expreſs be for ever re- 
« ſtrained to my own boſom. You ſhall 


« not, Madam, I cried, as ſoon as I could 


« ſpeak, have cauſe for this uneaſineſs. 
« Behold a man before you who will 
« ſerye you with his life and fortune. 
« Youſhall be reſtored to your country 
« to your lover—your parents ſhall have 
e no cauſe to upbraid you. I do 
not comprehend you,' ſhe replied. — 
« Only, Madam, ſaid I, purſue your in- 
« clinations in rejecting Mr. Martin, 
« and depend on my deviſing ſome plan 
« for your future happineſs. —Some of 
« the company then coming up, our 
% converſation ended. Mr. Martin ſoon 
« after joined the lady, and I retired. 
“ You, Hartly, who have felt the ar- 
ce dour of a lively paſſion, can form ſome 
« 1dea 
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idea of my feelings on this trying oc- 
caſion.— However, I reflected, that 
the part of a wiſe man is to re- 
ſtrain the paſſions I therefore re- 
ſolved to conquer all ſelfiſn induce- 
ments, and the next day ſent a letter 
to the following purpoſe to Miſs 


Deane. 


« Your delicate diſtreſs, charming 
Miſs Deane, has excited my commiſ- 
ſeration; but the mere expreſſions of 
pity, I well know, only ſerve to aug- 
ment the wounds of affliction. Shall 
obtain your pardon, if I have pre- 


ſumed to deviſe a little plan, which T 


truſt will contribute to leffen your 
anxiety ?—Deem it not impertinent 
in one who was ſo lately an entire 
ſtranger. —Are we nat all, Madam, 
allied by the liberal bond of philan- 
thropy ?—We are; and therefore, with 
the freedom of a relation, I will un- 
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fold the ſcheme I have formed. For- 
ward, I entreat you, the incloſed notes 
for five thouſand pounds, to your wor- 
thy parents—lt will aſſiſt their exigen- 
cies till better proſpects open to their 
view—and inform your happy lover, 
that, if he will take a voyage to India, 
my ſervices and endeavours may be 
effectual to the placing him in ſome 
lucrative fituation—your union ſhall 
be conſummated immediately on his 
arrival; and, in a few years, you may 
both return to your native land—rich 
in the gifts of fortune but ſtill richer, 
if I diſcern aright, you will be in the 
bleſſings of mutual love. This, Ma- 
dam, is my plan, which, if you ſee any 
reaſon to reject, inform me how, in 
in any other reſpect, I may contribute 
to your happineſs; and, be aſſured, 
your commands will, with the greateſt 
avidity, be obeyed, by your moſt obe- 


dient, Charles Addington.“ 


6 Then 
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« Then you never acquainted the 
lady with your paſſion,” ſaid Hartly. 

«« No, never; though I have reaſon to 
ce think, had ſhe choſe an Eaſtern lover, 
J ſhould have been preferred to Mr. 
« Martin; whoſe truly licentious cha- 
c racter excited her abhorrence.” 

«© Diſintereſted generoſity but J in- 
<« terrupt you, Sir pray proceed.“ 

« Miſs Deane,” reſumed the mer- 
chant, © followed the advice I had given 
«© her. Mr. Martin finding, at length, 
* her averſion to him unconquerable, 
« fixed his regards on one of the ladies 
ce that had accompanied her, whom he 
« married ſhortly after. At the return 
« of the ſhips, the next year, Miſs 
«© Deane was bleſſed with the arrival of 
ce her lover; who brought me a letter 
« from the old gentleman, in which he 
expreſſed his obligations for the tri- 
5 fling donation I had ſent him, and his 
full conſent to his daughter's mar- 
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riage with the man of her choice. I 
had the painful ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
that union accompliſhed; and, when 


« 1 left the country, they were the hap. 
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pieſt couple, and in a fair way of be- 
coming one of the richeſt alſo, in the 
ſettlement.” | 


Was it poſlible,” cried Hartly, “ you 


could practice ſo exalted a leſſon of 
ſelf- denial ?—But the triumph was 
noble—and, if I miſtake not, muſt 
have afforded ſuch a ſoul as yours, a 
ſublimer pleaſure than even the grati- 
fication of your paſſion could have 
done.” 

e Indeed,” returned the merchant, 
I feel an exquiſite ſatisfaction in the 
recollection—but, like all our pleaſur- 
able emotions, it is not unmixed with 
pain.—I have not, even at this dif- 
tance of time, forgot the impreſſion 
that amiable girl made on my heart 
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© but I ſhall ſoften you too much:—let 
« us go and ſurvey the workmen.” 


— — — toon 


CHAPTER N 


PAT HETIC RENCONTRE OF AN 
HIGHWAYMAN, 


O the next morning, the whole pa- 
riſh aſſumed the appearance of feſ- 
tivity; every youth was ſeen in his holi- 
day clothes, and every maiden in her 
beſt attire. About half paſt eleven the 
hymeneal proceſſion began. The mer- 
chant, Hartly, and the good vicar, walked 
firſt; next, all the better ſort of the vil- 
lage, and then followed ſix bridegrooms 
and their rural brides. A ſort of ruſtic 
canopy was held over their heads, adorn- 
ed with feſtoons and garlands of flowers; 
then came their reſpective relatives, at- 
tended by two or three hundred peaſants, 
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with cheerful looks, and decent apparel. 
They proceeded to the pariſh-church, 
where the marriage- ceremony was read 
by the doctor, with awful ſolemnity, the 
merchant officiating as father to them 
all; after which, the whole company 
walked to his houſe—the genteeler part 
of it entering the parlour, while the reſt 
ſeated themſelves in a ſpacious hall, 
where plain cake and home-made wine 
was diſtributed among them. The din- 
ner being ſerved in the garden, every one 
ſeated themſelves in the moſt decent or- 
der. The merchant and his friends dined 
in the pavilion adjoining; and never was 
there a more obvious appearance of un- 
adulterated pleaſure. The day was paſſed 
in the moſt agreeable manner the poor 
enjoying, with artleſs pleaſure, the liberal 
entertainment; and the rich highly gra- 
tified in witneſſing their innocent ſatis- 
factions. 
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Hartly remarked to the vicar, that 
there was ſomething very novel in the 
feſtivity. 

« ] believe, Sir, he replied, © it is 
« peculiar to this village - but Mr. Ad- 
« dington is ever ingenious in deviſing 
« the benefit of others.” 

Is it, then, of his inſtitution, origi. 
« nally?” 

« It is. He eſtabliſhed it annually 
„ on this day, ſoon after his arrival in 
te this place; and the public has reaſon 
© to bleſs the generous invention. His 
« liberality takes care to eſtabliſh the 
« young people comfortably in life: 
« for, to each couple he preſents the 


| « ſum of twenty pounds. With this, 
« they purchaſe a cow, a pig, ſome. 
| « houſhold conveniencies, and utenſils 
© *© of huſbandry; and, in a ſhort time, 
” 3 « are generally able to realize treble that 


« ſum. Thus marriage, Mr. Hartly, 
which 1s often avoided as the parent 
H 2- 3 
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of indigence and miſery, is here 
ſought, as the ſource of competence 
and felicity. I do not know an in- 
ſtance, where this generous donation 
has not been induſtriouſly improved : 
the little property 1s their own, and 
they labour for its accumulation, with 
a diligence that renders them the hap- 
pieſt people upon earth. Their chil- 
dren are trained in the fame com- 
mendable ſteps, and are healthy and 
virtuous. Popularity 1s encreaſed, 
without any augmentation of thoſe 
rates, which, in general, are an oppreſ- 
five weight on the affluent. Here, in- 
deed, they are ſcarcely felt; yet the 
peaſantry of this pariſh greatly ex- 
ceeds, in number, thoſe of the villages 


around us; where idleneſs and miſery 


mark that race of people as the very 
outcaſts of the ſpecies. Mr. Adding- 
ton has nobly convinced us, how much 


the wiſdom and virtue of a ſingle in- 
« dividual 
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« dividual may contribute to the benefit 
« of ſociety at large. 

« I cannot but admire the judicious 
« arrangement of fortune,” ſaid Hartly, 
« in placing two ſuch perſons as Mr. 
« Addington and yourſelf“ (bowing to 
the doctor) “ in a ſpot where your joint 
« labours ſo happily concur to the ge- 
« neral good. You remember the ex- 
e pedient of Lycurgus to facilitate mar- 
« riages among the Spartans. My friend 
© has found a method to promote that 
« ſocial inſtitution, without being in- 
“ debted to the inferior paſſions.” 

At that inſtant Hartly was called on 
to join the dance. Mr. Addington con- 
ducted him to an agreeable young lady, 
and they led off the dance together, with 
a ſprightlineſs and grace that charmed the 
ſpectators. The peaſants acquitted them- 
lelves with propriety, and the evening 
paſſed in the moſt agreeable manner. 
A cold collation was prepared in the 
H 3 hall, 
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hall, after which the company ſeparated ; 
but not before the loudeft plaudits of 
gratitude to the generous maſter of the 
feaſt had echoed from every happy ruſ- 
tic. The wedded pairs advanced, and 
in a modeſt and reſpectful manner rei- 
terated thanks. 

© Go,” ſaid he, © my good neigh- 
* bours, be virtuous, and be happy. 
« True felicity, be aſſured, will ever be 
* yours, as long as you reſolve to de- 
. 

Some time afterwards, Hartly received 
a letter from town containing a propoſal 
of a partnerſhip in a profitable branch 
of commerce. He immediately con- 
ſulted the merchant, who was clearly of 
opimon he ſhould accept it, and added, 
% Tho' I never intended to quit this 
« peaceful retirement, yet, as my pre- 
te {ence in London may be of advantage 
« to you in this affair, I ſhall not heſi- 
« tate to accompany you.” 
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Hartly thanked him for his conde- 
ſcenſion; and it was agreed they ſhould 
ſet out very ſhortly. 

On the morning of their departure 
from the village, a numerous party of the 
neighbours had aſſembled at the houſe, 
to bid adieu to the generous merchant, 
whom they almoſt idolized; and poured 
out their earneſt prayers for his ſafety.— 
He was ſenſibly touched art this proof of 
their affection, and ſtepped into the car- 
riage, with a heart ſwoln by inexpreſſi- 
ble emotion. 

When they were got within twenty 
miles of the metropolis, the carriage was 
ſtopped by a highwayman, who pre- 
ſented to them a piſtol, but with ſo tre- 
mulous a motion, that it dropped from 
his agitated hand into the chaiſe. «© You 
have no occafion for that dangerous 
engine, friend,” ſaid Mr. Addington, 
coolly; © I will freely contribute to your 
*« neceſſities, for ſuch, I ſuppoſe, could 

H 4 e only 


| - 4 9 
1 
* 
J - = 
ET. 


152 EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 


« only inſpire theſe deſperate meaſures. 


« —There is my purſe, and may it be 
« of ſervice!” a 


The man put his handkerchief to his 


eyes, and, taking the purſe with a trem- 
bling hand, articulated the words “ Too 
« true I fatal neceſſity!” then clapping 
ſpurs to his horſe, was out of fight in a 
moment. 


« I am perſuaded, Hartly,” ſaid the 


merchant, © this poor fellow's diſtreſſes 
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muſt be great Did you not mark his 
emotion?“ 

« did, Sir; but, perhaps, the ſhock- 
ing practice is yet new to him.“ 

« Then, would to heaven, I could a- 
gain meet with the unhappy wretch! 
Who knows, but we might ſave him 
from deſtruction, Hartly ?” 

« Alas! Sir; I fear the heart muſt be 
totally depraved, ere it can aſſent to 
ſuch villainqus meaſures!” 


« I fea: 
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A] fear ſo too but in a ſtate, where lux 
« ury governs with deſpotic ſway, artifi- 
« cjal wants have a power over ſuſcepti- 
« ble minds, that real evil could ſcarcely 
« inflict in leſs poliſhed ſociety. How 
«© many periſh by the hand of juſtice, 
« for crimes which, in a ſtate of nature, 
© they had never known!” 

« For that reaſon,” ſaid Hartly, © I 


« think we have overſtepped the bounds 


« of real happineſs, in the refinements 
« which the preſent age has acquired.” 

They were now within half a ſcore 
yards of an inn, and as they approached 
the gate, they perceived the whole fa- 
mily in manifeſt confuſion. « Have him 
« touſtice,” was the univerſal cry. Our 
travellers alighted from the chaiſe unno- 
ticed by the hoſt, or any of the attend- 
ants ; ſo buſily were they engaged by the 


affair within. In a room, as they paſſed 


through the court-yard, the merchant 


ad Hartly recognized the perſon of the 
H 5 high- 
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highwayman, to whom they had juſt be- 
fore delivered their purſes. He was lean- 
ing againſt a chair, reſting his head on 
his hand, and appeared wholly overcome 
by terror and deſpair. The room was 
filled with a vociferous rabble, who all 
feemed eager to expreſs their joy at the 
detection of the poor wretch. 

« What is the matter, landlord?” faid 
the merchant. 

« Oh, nothing, an pleaſe you, Sir, but 
e that we have caught the highwayman 
* who robbed farmer Stilton laſt week. 


* 


* The hurry will ſoon be over we are 


* only waiting for the farmer to ſwear 
« to him, and then we ſhall get him out 
« of the way in a trice.—Odſo1—1 
« beheve the farmer is coming yon- 
« der.” 

The landlord flew out of the room, 
and, clapping the farmer on the ſhoul- 
der, cried—“ Well, Sir, we have caught 
« the rogue—] am ſure tis he—he an- 
„ 1wers 
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« ſwers your deſcription of the robber, 
* to a tittle.— Well, (rubbing his hands) 
te 'twas a good manceuvre of my dame's, 
« by jingo If it had not been for her, 
* ſhould not have thought of it—forty 
« pounds is not amiſs—and Bet ſhall 
* have a new gown for it.— Aye, the's a 
e cunning gypſey—lct Bet alone for bu- 
« fineſs!” 

The farmer was then uſhered into the 
room where the culprit was detained. 

« Whom do you mean, landlord ?—I 
« do not ſee the man.” 
Not ſee him!—Why, there, that's 
he! (pointing his finger) am ſure 
7 tis the fellow that robbed you—1 
know it as well as if I had been at 
„pour elbow?” 

Hh « Ah!” ſaid the farmer, eyeing the 

man ſtedfaſtly—“ No, no; that is not 


ev 
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4 

4 the man?!” i% 
: « Nay, but, farmer—-I know 'tis be 1 
. you forget yourſelf,” 

$ 


H 6 « I tell 


k 
* 
©... 1 
ST...” ; 
* 5 8 
1 
Ns * = , 
2 h 
r * 5 
r \ 
1. þ 

RY, SAD F 

4 5 | 


156 EDWARD AND SOPHIA. 


« I tell you, Sir, tis not the man; ſo 
« let him go.“ 

« The dl take it!” cried the land- 
lord, “ why, now, I would ſwear to him 
in a minute, if 'twas my caſe.” 

«© So cannot I,“ returned the farmer; 
ce therefore ſet him at liberty.” 

During this diſcourſe, the highway- 
man expreſſed all the emotions of alter- 
nate hope and fear; but no words can 
paint the tranſport which animated his 
pale viſage, when the farmer perempto- 
rily denied his identity. 

« Now, Sir,” {aid he to the inn-keeper, 
“ hope you are ſatisfied!” ; 

«© No, indeed,” replied he, am not I! 
« Who 1s to pay me for all the trouble 
« I have been at?—Hindrance of ſer- 
* vants je 

« Aye, and dirting the houſe,” inter- 
rupted the hoſteſs; © a fine piece of 
*« work, truly!“ 


« Hold 
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« Hold your tongue, you fool,” ſaid 
the landlord; © 'tis all your own fault 
« What buſineſs had you to trouble your 
« head about things you don't under- 
« ſtand? —Here have I pulled an old 
« houſe about my ears—you ideot, 
« you!” 

% Who do you call ideot—blockhead? 
« Was it not I that made your fortune, 
ce you beggar brat ?” 

This reflection rouſed the landlord's 
choler to the height he caught up a 
mug of beer, and flung it in the roſy face 
of his cara ſpoſa—who, not to be behind 
hand, caught up the mop, and fell to 
beſprinkling her huſband with a ven- 
geance. 

During the ſcuffle, the highwayman 
walked out of the room, and was pre- 
paring, with the utmoſt trepidation, to 
mount his horſe ; when, paſſing by the 
parlour in which Hartly and his friend 
were ſitting, as the door happened to be 
open, 
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open, his eye glanced that way ; when, 
perceiving the two gentlemen, he in- 
ſtantly became motionleſs with terror, 
and, doubtleſs, would have ſunk to the 
ground, had not Hartly, ſtepping out, in 
gentle, but low accents, deſired him not 
to be diſcompoſed; adding, that his 
friend wiſhed much to ſpeak with him, 
and aſſuring him on his honour he had 


nothing to fear from either of them. 


The poor man made no ſcruple of fol- 
lowing him into the parlour; where, as 
foon as the door was ſhut, the merchant 
advancing with an air of inexpreſſible 
benignity—* Friend!“ ſaid he, (taking 
his trembling hand) &“ you have nothing 
« toapprehend from us; I rather wiſh to 
« be of ſervice to you; and, for that end, 
« would deſire to know your unfortu- 
« nate ſtory; for diſtreſs alone, I would 
charitably hope, could lead you to 
* thele xacaſures.” 


*« Diftreſs, 
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« Diſtreſs, indeed! reiterated he, 


with a deep ſigh, « 1 am wretched, but 


not abandoned. Three years ago, I 
was happy in a flouniſhing trade, and 
reſpectable friends. A train of loſſes 
reduced me to a ſtate of bankruptcy 
I threw up my all; but, alas! that did 
not ſatisfy my creditors—they unjuſt. 


ly accuſed me of ſecreting a part of 


my property, and thought it a ſuffi- 
cient pretext for denying me a certi- 
ficate. Thus was I thruſt out into 
the world, pennyleſs, and deſtitute of 
every means of ſupporting a wife and 
two infant children. I applied for a 
clerkſhip; and was, after waiting ſome 
tedious months, hired in that capacity 
by a reputable tradeſman: but the ſa- 
lary was ſmall. My wife had never 
been accuſtomed to work for bread; 
and was unacquainted, with thoſe fe- 
male avocations by which it is often 
acquired. Beſides, her affliction at my 
« unhappy 
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unhappy failure, had ſo much injured 
her tender ſpirits, that ſhe fell into a 
nervous fever. I could not ſee her 
want thoſe conveniencies to which ſhe 
had ever been accuſtomed—our liv- 
ing exceeded the ſalary which I ac- 
quired. The landlord, where we 
lodged, became importunate for his 
rent; and, upon my inability to ſatisfy 
his demands, threatened me with a 
priſon. My poor wite's malady daily 
increaled—what a proſpect then lay 
before me!—Should 1 have been 
thrown into priſon, that dear woman 
and her infants muſt have periſhed 
tor want !—Oh, gentlemen! if either 
of you ever knew the feelings of a fa- 
ther and a huſband, you may. judge, 
perhaps, of mine But, no, you can- 
not!—You have never felt the poig- 
nant ſtings of poverty—you have ne- 
ver ſeen indigence and miſery threat- 
ening the very exiſtence of thoſe you 
« love!— 
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love!—In that dreadful crifis, I form- 
ed the reſolution of procuring money, 
though in open defiance of all laws 
human and divine.—You, gentlemen, 
have witneſſed the terrors which ac- 
companied that guilty action!—lIt was 
my firſt offence—and here I offer you 
the property, which I ſo infamouſly 
extorted. Your.lenity has opened my 
eyes to the dreadful abyſs to which I 
was madly haſtening; and I now re- 
ſolve to endure the utmoſt my hard fate 
can inflict, rather than again ſeek tore- 
lieve my ſufferings by meaſures, which 
enſure the ruin both of ſoul and 
body.” 

« The contents of the purſe,” return- 


ed Mr. Addington, (finding he had done 
ſpeaking) © I inſiſt on your accepting; 


and, in return, will only aſk your ad- 
dreſs.—I am going to London, and 
will call on you, that ſomething may 
be done for your aſſiſtance. 

A low 
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A low bow was all the return this un. 
happy man could make to ſo unexpected 
an inſtance of generoſity but in that 
inflexion was expreſſed more, infinitely 
more, than even the eloquence of a Ci- 
cero could have uttered. He retired 
from the room, with his handkerchief at 
his eyes; and our travellers ſoon after 
proceeded on their journey. 


CHAPTER XII. 


DOUBTS, FEARS, AND TREPIDATION. 


HE merchant was no ſooner ar- 
rived in town, than he ſent to ac- 
quaint Mr. Dixon of his arrival; whoſe 


joy at beholding, once more, ſo valued a 


friend, was inexpreſſible. He alſo no- 
ticed Hartly in an affectionate manner; 
and aſſured them both, that Mrs. Dixon 
was impatient to congratulate them on 
their 
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their arrival. ©« You muſt, therefore, 
added he, © give me leave to conduct 
« you to her.” 

They found that lady waiting tea in 
the parlour. Her pleafure at ſeeing Mr, 
Addington was not leſs than that of her 
huſband ; and after the firſt compli- 
ments had paſſed, ſhe aſked him where 
he had buried himſelf fo long how he 
had paſſed his time—and a thouſand 
other queſtions of the like nature, To 
which, he in reply gave ſo pleaſing a 
deſcription of his retirement and man- 
ner of life, that ſhe declared the would 
not forgive Mr. Dixon, if he did not 
promiſe to accompany her the next ſum- 
mer in a vi*t into Northumberland. 

«I vow,” Mr. Addington,” conti- 
nued ſhe, “ your retirement muſt be a 
perfect Elyſium.” 

« 1t, Madam, the being wholly ab- 
« {tracted from the cares and follies of 

« this 
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te this tumultuous world conſtitutes ſuch 
« a place, I allow it.” 

« I'll lay a wager,” cried Miſs Dixon, 
who had heard the latter part of the diſ- 
courſe, as ſhe was taking off her hat 
and cloak in the lobby, “ that Mr. 
« Hartly does not think ſo.” 

« Indeed, Madam,” replied that gen- 
tleman, riſing, and conducting her to a 
ſeat, © there wants but ſuch a fair form 
« as yourſelf to render it completely ſo 
« in my eſtimation.” 

« Gallantly ſaid, Ned!” rejoined the 
« merchant. But, my dear little friend,“ 
(to Miſs Dixon) © have you forgot your 
« old godfather ?” 

« Impoſſible,” ſhe replied, running 
and kneeling tacetiouſly before him 
« pray godfather, pray to God to bleſs 
« me; M0. | 

« Still the ſame merry girl,” ſaid he, 
ſmiling. “ Yes, my dear,” (raiſing and 
faluting her) « I do indeed implore 
« Heaven 
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« Heaven to bleſs thee.” Then placing 
her in a chair next him—“ What an 
« odd fellow,” continued he, © 1s this 
« Time! Here while he has been ſcat- 
« tering froſt on my head, he has been 
« giving you the tints of beauty. You 
« are handſomer than ever, child.” 

« Oh fie!—What wy from my 
e godfather?“ 

« It is only from old men, my dear, 
« you may receive ſuch compliments 
« with ſafety. But don't let the young 
« ones make you ſuch.” 

« Nay, now,” ſaid Hartly, “ you are 
* unreaſonable indeed, Mr. Addington. 
« Muſt we poſſeſs hearts ſuſceptible of 
the charms of beauty, and not have 
« liberty to expreſs the ſenſations we 
« jock? 


« But are you always ſincere in theſe 
« expreſſions?” 


« In the preſent inſtance, however, 
* had I been as gallant as Mr. Adding- 


© ton, 
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« ton, no one, 1 believe, would have 
« doubted my fincerity.“ 

« Oh you Jeſuit! cried Miſs Dixon 
« See how he evades the queſtion.— 
« Come, confeſs mw that you men are 
« flattering creatures that you love to 
« raiſe our vanity by extolling our per- 
« fons, even at the expence of our un- 
« derſtanding.” | 

© Indeed, my dear Madam, I do not 
« recollect ever having paid a compli- 
“ment to a lady which I thought ſhe 
« did not deſerve.” 

“ Pray, my dear Sir, ſaid ſhe, turn- 
ing to che merchant, with an arch gra- 
vity, * is this young gentleman well re- 
« ceived by the ladies?“ 

« And pray, my dear daughter,” re- 
plied he with a ſmile, © what may we 
« infer from that queſtion ?” 

« Oh Maria,” cried Mr. Dixon, laugh- 
ing, “you have betrayed the cauſe of 


« the ſex—you have tacitly declared, 
« that 
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« that a man muſt neceſſarily be a flat. 


« tererer, in order to be well received 


« with the ladies.“ 

*I proteſt,” faid ſhe, affecting to hide 
her face with her pocket-handkerchief, 
e and fo I have! let me run off to con- 
« ecal my confuſion.” 

« Hold, hold!” cried the merchant; 
but, before he had uttered theſe mono- 
ſyllables, the fprightly Maria had trip- 
ped up to her room. 

The merchant, aſſiſted by his friend 
Dixon, fat himſelf to accompliſh the bu. 
ſineſs which had brought him to town; 
namely, the eſtabliſhment of Hartly. 
Upon enquiry, they found the propoſed 
partnerſhip ſo extremely eligible, that 
both gentlemen entirely approved of it; 
and, all due preliminaries being ſettled, 
that young gentleman was eſtabliſhed in 
an honourable and lucrative line of 
lite, Nothing now ſeemed wanting to 
complete his felicity, in the opinion of 

his 
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his friend, but a good wife; and it was 
not long before he expreſſed his ſenti- 
ments to him on that ſubject. 

« Your eſtabliſhment in buſineſs, my 
« dear friend,” ſaid he, «© being now ſa. 
ce tisfactorily concluded, I have but one 
« wiſh remaining on your account. The 
«.cfteem I fcel for you, prompts me to 


* defire your happineſs, with an ardour 


« not inferior to paternal: nor can I 
« think that entirely effected, till I ſee 
« you united to ſome worthy woman.— 
« You muſt, now, Hartly, look out for a 
« wife. 
« Indeed, Sir, I have not the remoteſt 
« deſire to enter the marriage ſtate.” 
«I am ſorry for it !—for much I fear 
« your happineſs will, at beſt, be deſul- 
« tory and imperfect, except you chuſe 
that of a domeſtic kind. In the refined 
« friendſhip which the marriage ſtate at- 
« fords, a prudent young man will look 
« for the ſubſtantial comforts of lite. 
*I 


Mt 
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« The heart which, like yours, is alive to 
& the ſocial affections, will be in danger 
* of wandering from the paths of real 
« felicity, if not attached to the circle 
* of domeſtic pleaſures, by ſome ami- 
« able and endearing object.” 

« acknowledge, my good Sir, the 
« force of your argument; but, alas! I 
« fear I am totally incapacitated for the 
* enjoyment of that exalted friendſhip 
« you have mentioned :—1n reality, I be- 
« lieve it impoſſible I can ever feel thoſe 
« lively affections, which once animated 
«* my whole ſoul!” 

« Really, Hartly,” returned the mer- 
chant, rather gravely, I expected not this 
from a young man of your good ſenſe. 
The object of thoſe affections you de- 
e {cribe, is no longer worthy. of them. 
« Would you, then, ridiculouſly conſume 
* your days 1n a regret which muſt now 
* become a moſt contemptible weakneſs? 
“Rather, my boy, by ſelecting ſome de- 
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« ſerving female, to ſupply that place 
« in your heart, which Sophia Wilſon 
* can no longer deſerve—transfer the 
* conſtancy of your attachment to one, 
© who will repay it with tenderneſs and 
c 

« J ſee,” replied Hartly, © that the 
« {entiments I once thought it my glory 
© to indulge, cannot, with propriety, be 
« longer cheriſhed —I perceive my folly, 
ce and bluſh at it But I cannot, with 
ce honour, offer that heart to an amiable 
ce woman, which harbours even a ſecret 
e regret for another.“ 

« IJ approve your delicacy,” ſaid the 
merchant; but ſo high an opinion do 
« T entertain of the rectitude of your ſen- 
« timents, that I am convinced, when 
e once you bring yourſelf to make that 
« offer, you will never ſuffer thoſe reflec- 
« tions to intrude for a moment. As a 


« proof of the exalted light in which I 


« conſider your character, I will not 
« ſcruple 


* 4 2 IS 8 — —— i IS . 
a * F 3 * F . „ „ 1 a. — 4 C on” þ - 2 
E r «how. = * n N . - 3 
; x, N IO p 4 4 bs 8 3) . * St p wy iT As 8 50 2 \ 
3.1 a! * 8 3 * 5 Wein DR d + 4 - * 
17271 1 1 2 8 is 4 Vat 
82 . 9 % 7 EE Sk, BR 5. f * 2 hh a {4 
3 o 4 —_ q n 
BA LC po! . 3 A; 1 
; N x 2 


q "i 1 N 2 5 ET] : Co IE 1. 8 5 . 1 1 1 4 * * 4 
2 e . c ET EI aCY! 7 4 
| > * - % þ 6." #43) 4 - wil FOE» vg 
7 5 2 88 i n BEE I 2 PEW _ 3 2 ? 
8 &) / ov * 8 n . 5 2 1 FU" ne i” . * 1 by 
IIS I NETS EI UN Ea ns 0 rt I. 51-1 
g e * * N Ar "WIC * Y * E x 
». x FR Fr x E io La 2 1 wi 5 * T's Fn „ — n e *4 
* = AY oP, CL 4 wy 85 * 8 2 fl : — oy 1s k Sethe! «> kW ATMS 4 * * * i 
ra ALL 0 \ IE * * 4 * 2 7 i 14 Az 8 = T . 
17 . 8 g 
; * 1 1 py 1 N 
* of * 2 F . 
| "Ty 


9 7 1 oy - 
wn 1 » 4h 1 2 þ 
— \ 1 - * 4 a 7 4 dn N 1 4 „ eds * D 
2 5 4 x r . A 
x 4 * kar : 5 / 1 % 
OA ASSES vr * Sy 8 * *, A 3 « 5 Kr Se Ms — 
88 - We WE. 8 n 4 1 . g = o "a IE « 5 $ ; 
e ee 8 | 2 * 
2 f n * CCC Boe e e eee B 2 x . Fg. 
N - 7 "ROY n E C 1 - nes + I * 9 v CCE 
- * * ** * ee * _ 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA. 171 


« ſcruple to tell you, that the amiable 
« Maria Dixon is the woman I would 
« recommend to your choice. Judge, 
« then, by the value I have for that 
« young lady, how great a confidence I 
« place 1n your virtue!” 

« Miſs Dixon is infinitely deſerving,” 
he returned warmly ; «© and the woman, 
« that, of all others, I ſhould zow pre- 
* 

« If ſo,” reſumed Mr. Addington, (ap- 
parently delighted) © I will propoſe it 
* to my friend; for hitherto it has been 
* {ſingly my own ſuggeſtion; and I doubt 
* not of finding things turn out ſatis. 
« factorily.” 

Hartly thanked him for his friendly 
zeal, and promiſed to be guided entirely 
by his advice. Miſs Dixon's character 
and accompliſhments, were exactly ſuch 
as ſuited his taſte, He had, from his firſt 
acquaintance with her, previous to his 
going to India, entertained ſo favourable 
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we 
wy 


an opinion of them, that, had not his af. 
fections been ſo warmly engaged to So- 
phia, there is no doubt but this lady 
would have been the woman of his is 
choice. Having now given his conſent, 0 
that the merchant ſhould commence a 
negociation of that kind with the family, 
he ſet himſelf ſeriouſly to abandon all 
memory of his former attachment, and 
to yield his heart, undivided, to the ami- 
able Maria. 


« Of all afflictions taught a lover yet, 5 
& »Tis, ſure, the hardeſt ſcience to forget!“ 1 - 


Yet, what is there but virtuous reſo- 
Jution can effect? In a ſhort time, he had 
brought himſelf to conſider the propoſed | 
union, not only as a prudent but even de- 
firable connection; and began to feel | 
ſome anxiety, leſt the lady ſhould ex- 
preſs a repugnance to the meaſure. " 

In conſequence of his engagement to 
=_ the highwayman, whoſe name was Wil- 
5 = liams, 
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liams, the merchant took an opportunity 
of calling at his lodgings; where he 
found that unhappy man weeping over 
his beloved wife, whoſe malady had a- 
riſen to ſuch a height, as to threaten her 
ſpeedy diſſolution. Two children—a 
boy and girl, were ſobbing at the feet of 
their mother, who, though pale and ema- 
ciated, was yet lovely. There was an air 
of gentility about her, that beſpoke her 
to have moved in a much ſuperior ſta- 
tion —ſhe had evidently been born to 
better days; and the reflection awakened 
the tendereſt emotions in the ſuſceptible 
boſom of the merchant. Penury, though 
formidable in the cottage of a peaſant, 
is yet infinitely more ſo, in the habita- 
tions of thoſe on whom fortune has ſhed 
her deluſive ſmiles. 

How is your lady, Mr. Williams?“ 
ſaid the good man, with a tone of exqui- 
ſite ſenſibility, 
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« Oh, Sir!” was all the afflicted huſ- 
band could articulate; and, rifing, he led 


his benevolent viſitor to a chair. 


« Well, Sir,” rejoined the merchant, 
« I am come to offer you my ſervices. — 
„Tell me in what manner I can aſſiſt 
« you?” 

The benignity of this addreſs wholly 
deprived Williams of the power of 
reply. © I will tell you,” continued 
his benefactor, “ ofa plan I have formed. 
« The village in which J reſide, is the 
e pleaſanteſt, and, I believe, the hap- 
e pieſt, in the kingdom. Could you 
e manage a {mall farm?” 

« Alas! Sir,” ſaid Williams, I was 
« bred from my youth to trade; and fear 
« I ſhould not underſtand the occupation 
ce you propoſe.” 

Never fear it—we will direct you 
«I am a tolerable farmer myſelf. But 
my view is, to remove you from the 
« capnal, where vice and luxury rob one 

part 


. 
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* part of the community of their mo- 
« rals, and the other of the comforts of 
« life; which are with caſe to be ac- 
« quired in a ſtate of ſimple nature, 
« where no artificial wants are known. 
« Such a ſituation is the ſpot I recom- 
« mend for your future reſidence. I 
ce know a ſmall compact farm, that 1s to 


0 be eaſily rented—TI will take care to 


« ſtock it for you. The country air will 
« reſtore your wife, and the exerciſe ſhe 
« will uſe, invigorate her ſpirits; and you 
« will both enjoy a tranquility, you could 
never experience in this wicked city,” 
Before the merchant had concluded 
his generous plan, Mrs. Williams had 
ſtaggered to his chair, and dropped on 
her knees before him. The children 
followed her example, though unconſci- 
ous of the cauſe; and, kneeling, took 
each of them a hand, which they preſſed 
to their little ruby lips. As to Williams, 
he ſtood with his hands claſped—his 
I 4 eyes, 
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eyes, overflowing, turned towards hea- 
ven.—“ Reward, O God!” he cried, in 
the moſt emphatical accent, “ ſuch ex- 
ce alted goodneſs. —Oh, Sir! from what 
«an abyſs of fin and miſery have you 
« ſnatched my ſoul!” Mrs. Williams's 
feelings oppreſſed her feeble frame.— 
She ſunk down at the feet of the mer- 
chant; who, catching her in his arms, 
cried, as he lifted her to a chair This 
*« 1s too much !—You mult forbear this 
« exceſſive gratitude, or I find it impoſ- 
ce ſible to viſit you again. Williams, I 
6e will, this afternoon, ſend a chaiſe to 
conduct your wife into the country: a 
« phyſician ſhall attend her; and, what 
« with his care, and yours, and the 
change of air, I doubt not, but by the 
ce time I return to Northumberland, ſhe 
© will be well enough to take the jour- 
* ney. Mean time, I ſhall write to a 
« friend, to get all things in order for 
« your reception at the farm. I will 

leave 
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« leave you my addreſs, that you may 
« call on me, if occaſion be, whilſt I con- 
* tinue, in town.“ 

Williams, politely bowing, took the 
card; it was wrapped in a piece of pa- 
per: but how was he ſurpriſed to find, 
after the merchant's departure, a bank- 
note alſo incloſed of 101! 

« Surely,” cried he, in a tone of rap- 
ture, * this 1s an angel in human form, 
„hom heaven has ſent to reſcue us 
from miſery !”. 

« Adored be the divine Goodneſs!” 
exclaimed Mrs. Williams, claſping her 
feeble hands, now ſhall I die in peace, 
ſince I leave you happy! For, oh, my 
Henry! never could my aſhes have re- 
* poſed, had I left the world with the 
« horrid idea that he, whom I love be- 
« yond myſelf, was treading the dread. 
ful path of deſtruction. My God! 
(burſting into tears) © from what a tre- 
* mendous gulph haſt thou reſcued 
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She could ſay no more—ſhe ſunk into 


the arms of her huſband. 


« My beloved Eliza,” faid he, © let 


« this merciful interpoſition of Provi- 


« dence raiſe thy tender ſpirits—live to 


* complete my felicity. Never ſhall 


« my tongue ceaſe to expreſs its grati- 
«© tude. Theſe poor infants ſhall be 
" taught to join with us in the ſame 
*« thankful ſtrain. —Deſpair gives way. to 
« pious tranſport. The deſponding, 
« guilty wretch, that could reſolve to 
« trample on all laws human and divine, 
« 18 recalled to virtue and felicity.” 
Here, reader, we will draw the.cur- 
tain, and leave the joyful Williams to 
indulge his feelings; to which no pen 
can poſſibly do juſtice—while we con- 
gratulate ſociety on the reſtoration of 
an uſeful and valuable member, which 
ſo lately ſeemed deſtined to become its 
burden and diſgrace. Does any bene- 


volent breaſt applaud the godlike con- 
duct 
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179 
duct of the merchant? Does any feel 
the glow of admiration and delight at 
ſo exalted a pattern of philanthropy ?— 
To ſuch we ſay, 


Go—and, as far as circumſtances will 
admit—do ye likewiſe. 


r 
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A LOVER INTRODUCED. 


HE merchant having ſuggeſted his 
intended propoſal to Mr. and Mrs. 
Dixon, had the ſatisfaction of finding it 
receive their entire approbation, on con- 
dition it was alſo approved by their 
daughter. Things were in this train, 
when Miſs Dixon one morning entered 
the dreſſing- room, where her compa- 
mon, Miſs Walters, was fitting at her 
tambour- frame, and thus addreſſed her. 
16 « My 
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« My dear Walters, what an odd | 
% ſcheme do you think my father and 1 
« Mr. Addington have deviſed ?” i 
« I can't imagine, my dear.” 4 
„Nothing leſs, I aſſure you, than a 
« match between young Hartly and I 
« your humble ſervant.” 
« Hartly !—Good heavens!” 7 
« Now you muſt know, my dear,” I 
continued Miſs Dixon (with much gai- 
ety) © that I have no opinion of theſe 
matches that are patched up between 
= friends. The propoſal would have 
« pleaſed me better, had it come im- 
4 « mediately from the young gentleman. 
. Perhaps in time I might have condeſ- 
1 « cended to have granted him a ſmile.” 
« And will you not as it is?“ 2 
„Hum don't know—perhaps, to 
a « oblige my father, I may—for I aſſure 3 
= you, Walters, I know not how it is— I 
i i but though Hartly is really an amiable 
1 „ character, and what the world calls 
« hand z 
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« handfome, I am quite indifferent to 
« the matter. But you look pale, my 
« love—are you ill?“ 
My head aches,” reptied Miſs Wal- 
ters, reclining her cheek on her hand. 
« Well, then I won't talk—only per- 
« mit me to give you the ſubſtance of a 
te converſation that paſſed juſt now, af- 
« ter you had left the parlour. — Pray 
© tell me, my dear,“ faid my father, 
e taking my hand, how you like Mr. 
Hartly?“ | 
« Bleſs me, Sir! the queſtion is rather 


abrupt, I replied—really I have not 
« thought about it.“ 


But what is your opinion of him, 
* ſeriouſly, Maria? 

« Seriouſly, papa—la, the ſubject is 
not worth being ſerious about. Why 
„ think him as welt as moſt other 
young men.“ 

Now, for my part, I think him 

| * much 
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© much better. He certainly poſleſſes a 
good underſtanding.” 

« Granted.” | 

© A handſome perſon.” 

« I nodded aſſent. 

A fine fortune.” 

* 

And is, without controverſy, one of 
© the beſt bred men J have ſeen.” 

] am quite of that opinion, my dear, 
« rejoined my mother. * Beſides, from 
the high eſteem our friend Addington 
« entertains for him, I am convinced he 
* muſt have a good heart.” 

© Now all theſe qualifications,” added 
« my father, turning to me, * will un- 
* doubtedly conſtitute that ſingular cha- 
« racter, a good huſband.” 

« Really, my dear papa, I am not 
« diſpoſed to contradict it.“ 

Now, Maria, (he continued) © your 
* mother and I have only one care more 
* at heart, and that 1s to fee you united 

* to 
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« to ſuch a man, before we are ſummon- 
« ed to pay the debt of nature. Tell me, 
« therefore, frankly, could you accept 
« Mr. Hartly as a lover?” 

« So then, (thought I) the buſineſs is 
c come out at laſt. —Indeed, Sir, I re- 
« plied, (heſitatingly, you may be ſure) 
« I have never conſidered the gentleman 
ein any other light, than as an acquaint- 
« ance of yours believe he has merit; 
« .—but, as to receiving his addreſſes, I 
« don't think I can.” 

* Ridiculous !' cried my mother you 
allow him merit; and what would you 
© more?” 

« Pardon me, Madam, I have always 
* underſtood, that ſomething more than 
cool eſteem is neceſſary for a matri- 
“ monial connection.“ 

©1 fear,” replied ſhe, gravely, * I have 
been miſtaken in you, Maria. You 
* ſurely are not one of thoſe filly girls, 
© whole heads are filled with the wild 

flights 
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© flights of romance. Believe me, it is 
* ſufficient for a prudent young woman, 
© that ſhe can eſeem her lover, without 
dreaming of paſſions and perfections, 
© that have no exiſtence, but in a miſ- 
guided fancy. Mr. Hartly, I am con- 
© vinced, will make you happy; and, in 
© ſhort, could I ſee you allied to him, I 
© ſhould have nothing left to wiſh for on 
earth. 

« Nay, my dear mamma, do not be 
« diſpleaſed - have never yet diſobeyed 
« you or my father.” 

Lou have been the beſt of daugh- 
* ters, Maria, faid he tenderly, taking 
« my hand; and therefore it is, that we 
are anxious to ſee you the happieſt of 
wives. Yet, after all, if you have any 
© averfion—”' 

« By no means, my deare!t papa—I 
« am not prejudiced either in favour of 
« Mr. Hartly, or the contrary.” | 
Then 
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Then you will fee him this after- 
* noon?” 

« Moſt certainly, if you defire it.“ 

'S * Enough!” ſaid my mother, kiſſing 
= © me; we will drop the ſubject for the 
* preſent, Mr. Dixon. 

« So here, Harriet,” continued Miſs- 
Dixon, am I to fit up quite in ſtatu 
« quo, to receive—mercy on us!—a 
« lover! I confeſs, though, I had rather 
* this gallant ſpark ſhould be my brother 
* than my huſband. How unlucky, that 
« I have not a ſiſter! But, pray, my dear, 
« what is your opinion of my mother's 
« ſentiments? Do you think this ſame 
* eſteem ſufficient in ſuch caſes?” 

« Oh dear!” returned Miſs Walters, 
“ can be no competent judge of that 
point. I believe ſhould think— 
“11 1—.“ 

« Bleſs me, child! you are quite in the 
* vapours to-day come, F'll play you a 
„tune, 
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cc tune, if it will not increaſe your head. 
« ach.” 

« By no means—do ſo, dear girl.” 

Miſs Dixon, then running to her pi- 
ano forte, thrummed over a lively air, till 
ſhe was ſummoned into the parlour, 
where the merchant and Hartly were 
fitting. As ſoon as the tea-things were 
removed, the latter found an opportunity 
of addreſſing the lady on a ſubject, of 
which ſhe had been previouſly appriſed. 


As the particulars of this tete-a-tete 


would not be very intereſting, we pre- 
ſume, to the reader, who will ſuppoſe 
the gentleman to be ſaying what is uſu- 
ally ſaid on ſuch occaſions the lady to 
be looking down, bluſhing, and ſo forth; 
we ſhall only obſerve, that there was a 
penſiveneſs in Hartly's air, rather incon- 
ſiſtent with the uſual hilarity of a fa- 
voured lover. What conſtruction the 
lady put on ſo grave a deportment, we 


know not; but think it would reflect no 
diſ- 
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diſcredit on his character, if we declare 
it to have been occaſioned, ſolely, by ſome 
tender reflections the preſent occaſion a- 
wakened to the memory of Sophia. We 
muſt do him the juſtice to ſay, that theſe 
feelings were nothing more than a gene- 
rous regret and pity, which a good mind 
ever feels, in reflecting on the errors and 
misfortunes of ſuch as have been dear to 
it, He had now renewed a ſtrain, to 
which his lips had long been unuſed. No 
wonder, then, if the idea of Sophia was 
forcibly revived: and he would have 
cheerfully reſigned the whole of his for- 
tune, to have reſcued that once loved 
fair from the ſituation into which heima- 
zined ſhe was fallen. However painful 
theſe ſenſations might be, 'tis certain, he 
had the higheſt value for Miſs Dixon; 
and if he experienced not thoſe lively 
ardours, which no woman but Sophia 
had ever a power of enkindling in his 
breaſt, he, nevertheleſs, felt as much re- 
gard 


1 — — | — 


b 1 = RY 
=_ 22 
4 


e . 
2 by 
ws — . voy" 
— — i, 
- 


* 2 

At — 

— — 
N 


W * 


_ 0 
— * 4 
” - 
. by” - 
— 
N 
Ax \ 


133 EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 


gard for the object of his preſent ad- 
dreſſes, as convinced him he could be 
entirely happy in an union with her. 

As ſoon as the merchant was alone 
with him, he congratulated him on the 
proſpect of felicity that awaited him. 
« Maria Dixon,” ſaid he, © is a treaſure, 
« which an emperor might glory in poſ- 
« {efling—I will ſtay in town till your 
“marriage is celebrated; after which I 
« ſhall return to my beloved retirement, 
t with the ſupreme ſatisfaction of having 
« ſeen the ſon of my valued friend hap- 
* pily and honourably &tled for life.” 


„PPP ; en . ee 


CHAPTER XIV. 


RENCONTRE AND DISCOVERY. 


9 morning, Hartly, calling on 
Miſs Dixon to take a turn in the 


Park, was told, the lady was not quite 
ready, 
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whom his viſit was intended; but he be- 


her chamber. The merchant entering a 
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ready, but would attend him in about ten 
minutes; he therefore ſat down in the 
parlour, and, being alone, took up a book 
that lay in the window. He had ſcarcely 
read a couple of lines, when, the door 
opening, he was about to pay his compli- 
ments, ſuppoſing it to be the lady to 


held a figure, which fixed him motion- 
leſs to his ſeat, with aſtoniſhment:—his 
whole frame ſhook, and his knees ſmote 
one againſt the other; not that the object 
hadany thing of a terrific appearance, for, 
in fact, it was Miss Walters; who, hap- 
pening to want ſomething in the par- Ef! 
lour, and, not ſuſpecting any company N 
there, had abruptly entered a few paces 1 
into the room; when, perceiving Hart- 
ly, ſhe turned pale as aſhes, but retreated 
with the velocity of lightning again to 


tew moments after, was extremely alarm- 
cd at the appearance of his friend. 


« Good 
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" « Good heavens! my dear Hartley,” 
” | exclaimed he, what is the matter? 
x « You are ſurely very ill.“ 

b « ] have ſeen her have ſeen her,” 

„ was all he could reply. 

4% « Seen who? What can you mean ?” 
'F « Sophia Wilſon.” 

. « Impoſſible. But, my dear lad, the 
« air will do you good. Step out a few 
© minutes—I will apologize to Miſs 
« Dixon for your abſence.” 

Hartly readily obeyed the merchant's 
advice, and riling as well as he could, 
(for he was ſtill evidently diſordered) 
walked out of the houſe with a view of 
recovering himſelf before he atrended 
his miſtreſs. 

Miſs Dixon coming into the room 
ſoon after, Mr. Addington aſked her 
what young lady ſhe had in the houſe. W 
She replied there was no one but her 
74 beloved companion and friend Miſs WF | 
| Walters; adding, © You muſt have ſeen 
2 « her, 
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« her, as I think ſhe was in the parlour 
« a few minutes ſince.” 

The merchant beginning to diſcern 
ſomething of the truth of this affair, 
enquired how long that young lady had 
been with her. 

« About five years,” ſaid ſhe, “ in 
« which time I have experienced the 
* higheſt felicity in her ſoctety—ſhe is 
« certainly the beſt and moſt amiable 
« girl in the world.“ - 

« Had you any acquaintance with her 
* previous to her reſiding in your fa- 
emily?“ 

« Not the leaſt. A reſpectable lady 
«of my acquaintance firſt introduced 
*her to me. But pray, my good Sir, 
« what are your reaſons for this parti- 
* cular enquiry ?” 

The merchant, wiſhing to evade a 
direct reply, anſwered, with an air of 
raillery, © Look you, now—a man can- 
not aſk a civil queſtion, but your ſex 
« muſt 
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muſt have it to be for particular rea- 
« ſons. - Why, my dear daughter, muſt 
they think to engroſs the whole of cu- 
e rioſity to themſelves; and not allow a 
few grains of it to an old fellow at 

7 © leaſt; Mn 

4 You are always, my dear godfa- 
8 ther, 4 returned ſhe, ſmiling, “ moſt 
« unconſcionably ſevere on our ſex— 
« and I believe that, as a judgment for 
« your want of charity, the fates de- 
« creed you to be an old bachelor.” 

Perhaps, my dear, © it was for my 
« curiolity they inflicted that puniſh- 
« ment. There is a tradition amongſt 
te the Muſſulmen of India, that Adam 
« was condemned to a kind of celibacy, 
« he being confined to one mountain, 
and Eve to another at a conſiderable i 
« diſtance, purely as a puniſhment for 
« his curioſity in taſting the forbidden 
« truit—ſo I don't know but your no- 

« tion may be right.” 
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This kind of trifling took up the 
time, till Hartly returned with a coun- 


tenance of the moſt placid ferenity. 


That amiable and virtuous young man 
had employed the time of his abſence 
in examining with the ſevereſt ſcrutiny 
the ſource of thoſe emotions with which 
he had recently been agitated; and was 
convinced they were nothing more than 
a natural effect of that ſurprize ſo un- 
expected an incident muſt infallibly in- 
ſpire. He found, after the ſtricteſt 
ſearch, that not a wiſh exiſted in his 
heart of availing himſelf of this diſco- 
very of Sophia, farther than to effect 
the benevolent purpoſe he had long de- 
viſed of rendering her circumſtances 
caly for life. To marry a woman 
whoſe mind had once been polluted— 
his delicacy recoiled at the thought. 
His agitations were now ſubſided into 
the foft emotions of pity for that unfor- 
tunate fair—and had Miſs Dixon her- 

Vol. II. K ſelf 
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ſelf peeped into his heart, we believe 
ſhe' would not have been diſpleaſed at 
any ſentiment there. Thus, once more 
at perfect unity with himſelf, he return- 
ed to Mr. Dixon's, and accompanied the 
lady to the Park, where their converſa- 
tion was perfectly ſprightly and intereſt- 
ing. | * 

Miſs Walters, who will henceforth ap- 
pear 1n her proper character as Sophia 
Wilſon, was inexpreffibly hurt at an in- 
terview ſhe had moſt ſtudiouſly endea- 
voured to avoid : for, ever fince the arri- 


val of Hartly in town, ſhe had almoſt” 


wholly confined herſelf above ſtairs, de- 
termined never to throw herſelf in the 
way of one, whom ſhe could not but 
conſider as the moſt faithlefs and capri- 
cious of his ſex. She had no ſooner un- 
deſignedly met him, as before related, 
but the immediately retreated to her 
room; and, bolting the door, threw her- 
ſelf on the bed, in an agony of grief and 

ten- 


= 


* as 
4 
29 A * — 


PDWARD AND SOPHTA, 195 


tenderneſs. Ungrateful, as ſhe had rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe him, ſhe could not behold 
him, without feeling a revival of that af- 
fection ſhe had long been taught to in- 
dulge. To behold him, alſo, about to 
become the huſband of another, was 
more than her fortitude could endure. 
The knowledge of his being returned 
from India, without making, as ſhe be- 
teved, the ſmalleſt enquiry after her, had 
ſtung her ſuſceptible boſom to 
quick : but wh 
confirmed, by 
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flattered herſelf; yet ſhe reſolved to make 
one effort more; and, after ſome violent 
ſtruggles of mind, broke out into the 
following ſoliloquy 

« Yes, it is all;over!—Hartly will 
* ſoon become the huſband of Miſs 
« Dixon; and the poor lighted Sophia 
*« muſt mourn in obſcurity the falſhood 
« of mankind !—Mourn, did I ſay? —No! 
« I will tear his loved idea from my me- 
£ mory—1 will, if poſſible, forget that 
derfidious being exiſts !—Shall 
Igduloe a tenderneſs for one 
; 7 TM >rtains a ſentiment 
all I even retain 
im who feels 
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« of that unworthy man? To ſee thoſe 
« yows, and that affection offered to her, 
« to which none but myſelf have a 
« right ?—This is impoſſible. —I will 
„invent an | excuſe for quitting this 
« houſe, - But whither can I go?—No 
« matter whither, ſo I avoid the fight of 
« the ungenerous Hartly.” 

At that moment ſhe heard Miſs 
Dixon's voice, who was juſt returned 
with Hartly from the Park. Wiſhing 
to conceal her diſquietude, ſhe put on 
her bonnet and cloak, and flipped, un- 
obſerved out of the houſe; regardleſs, 
however, where ſhe went, and ſcarcely 
obſerving one ſtep of the way ſhe paſſed. 
She found herſelf, at laſt, in the Green 
Park; where ſhe had not walked more 
than ten minutes, before ſhe perceived 
two gentlemen eyeing her with particu- 
lar earneſtneſs; one of whom ſaid to the 
other, in an accent of ſurprize and plea- 
lure— Tis ſhe, by Heavens!” and ap- 
K 3 proach- 


198 EDWARD AND SOPHIA. - 


proaching her with a reſpectful air, 
cried “ Miſs Willon—by the powers 
« above!” 

This exclamation. oa her from her 
reverie; and, on looking up to ſee who 
it was that had thus accoſted her, to her 
utter aſtoniſhment, found it to be none 
other than Lord Mlolton. 

« My dear creature!“ continued he, 
* where can you poſſibly have been con- 
* cealed thus long? I have ſearched 
« half the world over for you.” 

« I am ſurpriſed your lordship ſhould 
« have * audacity to addreſs me, at- 
te ter. 

« Oh, ſay not a ſyllable of paſt griev- 
« ances; my repentance has been ſincere, 
ce and the pity ing powers have at laſt re- 
« warded it, by this happy interview. 
« By Hcavens, we will part no more! 

« Such language, from Lord Molton, 
1 « though it offends, cannot ſurprize 
© me!” 
ee Such 
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Such language, Madam, from a man 
* who adores you more than life, ought 
« not to inſpire your diſpleaſure,” 

« It can excite no other ſentiment; 
« therefore I beg your lordship will 
« leave me.“ 

«« Nat till you acquaint me with the 
« place of your abode, and give permiſ- 
« ſton for me to wait on you there.” 

« T really want words to expreſs my 
* aſtonishment at the effrontery of ſuch 
* a requeſt!” 

« Conſider, dear Madam, the violence 
of my paſſion give me but your pity, 
at deſti. 

« My lord, I inſiſt on your leaving me 
« inſtantly.” 

Pardon me, angelic cxeaturel—I 
« connot—wlll not leave you!“ 

vgophia's mind had been recently too 
much diſcompoſed, for her to be able to 
endure this provoking behaviour with 

K 4 temper. 
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temper. She inſtantly burſt into tears. 
—His lordship was evidently affected. 
ou ſhall be obeyed, Madam,” faid 
he tenderly, © whatever it coſts me! 
« Adieu, lovelieſt of women May 
« every earthly bleſſing attend you!“ 
Then, with a profound bow, he retreated 
to his companion; taking care, however, 
not to loſe ſight of her one moment. 

Sophia, finding herſelf freed from his 
lordship's impertinence, quitted the Park 
with precipitation; and, calling a coach, 
returned with haſte to Mr. Dixon's 
houſe. 

« What is the matter, my love?” faid 
Mrs. Dixon, who met her as ſhe entered 
it ;— You have been alarmed, I fear! 5 

Poor Sophia's exhauſted ſpirits could 
now no longer ſupport her—ſhe fainted 
in that good lady's arms, and was imme 
diately conveyed up ſtairs; where Miſs 
Dixon inſtantly attended her,” weeping 
by her bed- ſide with a ſiſterly affection. 

The 
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The remainder of the day ſhe paſſed in 
the moſt difagreeable reflections; not 
doubting, but the incident of meeting 
Lord Molton, would again expoſe her to 
his perſecutions. At laſt, however, ſhe 
determined on acquainting Mrs. Her- 
man with that adventure, and to ſolicit 
her permiſſion to quit London. The 
Dixons had frequently taken notice of 
her depreſſion of ſpirits, which they at- 
tributed to a decline of health: when, 
therefore, ſhe mentioned to them her in- 
tention of retiring into the country, they 
readily applauded the deſign; for they 
entertained too high a regard for her to 
oppoſe a meaſure, which might be bene- 
ficial to her. 
That evening, Sophia retired early to 
bed—but ſleep deigned not to vifit her 


ſwoln eye-lids — 


" He, like the world, his ready viſit pays 
Where fortune ſmiles—the wretched he forſakes! 
Swift on his downy pinions, flies from woe; 
And lights on lids, uaſullicl with a tear. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


RESOLUTION FOUNDED ON VIRTUE. 


A S ſoon as Hartly was returned to 
his lodging, the merchant aſked 


how he felt himſelf after the painful in- 


cident of the morning. He replied, that 
he was perfectly compoſed; adding— 
« it was only an involuntary weaknels of 
nature, which wanted but alight ex- 
« extion of reaſon to recover it. 

« do not wonder at your emotion 
on the occaſion,” ſaid the merchant; 
© jndeed, not to have diſcovered ſuch, 
« would have argued an inſenſibility, 
* which I ſhould have been ſorry to find 
„ any part of your character: however, 
« we ſhall now be able to effect a point 
« you have ſo much at heart; namely, 
the ſettling Miſs Wilſon comfortably 
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for life; and, doubt not, Hartly, but I 
« will execute that buſineſs ſatisfactorily: 
« for it would be highly improper, I 
« think, that you ſhould ar an actor 
in the affair. = 

Hartly thanked him for his Ach: 4 
and the merchant ſoon after retired to | 
his clofet, and wrote the following letter 
to Sophia, 
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40 Madam, ; 

After a Jong and diligent enquiry, I 
have, at laſt, diſcovered the place of 
your abode; and happy am I to find 
* Miſs Wilſon, in the character of Miſe 3 
« Walters, has found an aſylum with ſo * 
* amiable and virtuous a family—l1 aſk 4 
" not by what means it could have hap- 
pened; ſuffice it to ſay, that your irre- 
„ proachable conduct fince your reſi- 
« dence there, merits the warmeſt appro- 
\ pation. - Go on, Madam, to tread in 
= "the ſame laudable path, and you will q 
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« experience that internal peace which 
« conſcious rectitude can alone inſpire. 
« Your triumph has been-noble—to err, 
« has been the lot of many—to recover 
« it, the felicity of few—you are, I truſt, 
among that happy number; and doubt 
* not, but your future life will continue 
©an atonement for paſt misconduct. 

« You will not, I conclude, judge it 
proper to remain with the lady, who 
« has ſo long been your patroneſs and 
« friend;' and therefore, to ſecure you 
from that ſtate of dependence, which a 
„mind of ſenſibility feels moſt irkſome, 
J requeſt your acceptance of the in- 
« cloſed deed. Conſider it, I beg, as à 
tribute due to the daughter of a gentle- 
« man, with whoſe excellent character I 
« am well acquainted. Adieu, Miſs Wil- 
« ſon! May felicity attend your future 
« life. 

"MY Charles  Addingron.” 
dl der it Mis 
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This pacquet was delivered to Sophia 
the next morning, who felt - herſelf ex- 
tremely hurt at the contents of the epiſ- 
tle. To be conſidered as à criminal 
wretch, unworthy the regard of Hartly, 
was a reflection, that, to a mind conſci- 
ous of unerring rectitude, could not but 
be galling to the laſt degree — Let, 1g- 
norant of the indefatigable pains that 
had maliciouſly been taken to blacken 
her fame, and the ſtrong preſumption of 
guilt her lover had been made to believe, 
ſhe concluded, the incloſed deed, which 
ſettled on her an annuity of 3ool. per an- 
num, to be a mean palliation of his own 
ungenerous conduct. Actuated by theſe 
ſentiments, the indited the following an- 
ſwer to the merchant. | 

« Yes, my good Sir! I am, indeed, the 
identical, the much injured Sophia 
«.Wilfon!—Yet did not the conceal- 
ment of my real name proceed from 

any 
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ce any conſciouſneſs of a conduct, that 
6e would not Rand the teſt of the ſevereſt 
« ſcrutiny; but was rather a neceſſary 
** condeſcenſion to a fate, as unjuſt as it 
« was cruel, Yet think not I am at- 
« tempting a refutation of that unfavour- 
« able opinion, which you ſeem to enter- 
« tain of me No, Sir - calumniated as 
« I ſtand, the pride of conſc ious inno- 
« cence forbids ſo mean a conceſſion: 
11 for I conſider the avidity with which 
« your friend has (I conjecture) imbibed 
« any reports to my diladvantage, as the 
e contemptible ſubterfuge of a heart, 
« previouſly bent on perfidy and falſhood 
© —as ſuch, I ſcorn even the moſt diſ- 
« tant effort of an ecclairciſſement 
« The deed you have encloſed,” I conſi- 
« der as a bribe, offered to the clamorous 
*« voice of injured juſtice; yet the effort 
« was unneceſſary: a delicate heart, ſo 
« ſenſibly injured, difdains complaint! 
« You will pardon me, therefore, when 1 

« ſay, 
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« ſay, that, though I could rather endure 
« a pecuniary obligation to Mr. Adding- 
ton, than to any man on carth beſide; 
« yet honour impels me to returnhis prof. 
« fered bounty I neither can nor will 
« accept the deed you have offered. 

« Aſſure your friend, that he need be 
« under no apprehenſions, leſt the pre- 
« ſence of Sophia ſhould interrupt his 
« peace, The interview on yeſterday 
* morning was as undeſigned, as it was to 
© me un welcome and ſhall undoubted- 


« ly be the laſt; for, ere you receive this, 


* I ſhall be far removed from the houſe, 


« which nothing but the apprehenſion of 
* his preſence, could inſpire in me a wiſn 


« to leave. | 
J am, with all imaginable reſpect, 
« Your humble ſervant, 
« Sophia Wilſon.” 


The merchant by no means expected 
lo ſpirited a refuſal of his donation: he, 
how- 
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however, looked on it as the effect of a 
pride that recoiled at the imputation of 
an error which he thought incontrovert. 
ible: He imagined this unexpected in- 
cident would have excited ſome painful 
feelings in the boſom of Hartly, there- 
fore judged it prudent to conceal it in- 
tirely from him, contenting "himſelf 
with a reſolution of deviſing ſome other 
method of conferring on that unfortu- 
nate girl the aſſiſtance he concluded The 
muſt infallibly ſtand in need of. 

On the morning deſtined for Sophia's 
departure from town, the whole family 
were in tears; not an individual of which 
but had conſtantly regarded her with the 
ſincereſt eſteem : Miſs Dixon, in parti- 
cular, felt the keeneſt diftrefs at the idea 
of loſing the ſociety of one for whom 
ſhe had even a ſiſterly affection.“ My 
« dear Walter's,” ſaid ſhe, © in loſing 
* you I am deprived of one of the prin- 


* cipal pleafures of my life; and. the 
| « only 
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only conſolation I can enjoy on the oc- 
« caſion, is in the proſpect of poſſeſſing 
that happineſs again as ſoon as the reſ- 
e toration of your health will permit.“ 

« Heavengrant,” rejoined Mrs. Dixon, 
« that it may be ſpeedily; -I ſhall have a 
« thouſand anxieties on that account; 
my own daughter could not intereſt 
« me more tenderly. in her welfare.” 

To theſe profeſſions of regard, Sophia 
could only anſwer by preſſing a hand of 
each lady to her lips, and bedewing them 
with tears of gratitude. The carriage 
then drew up, and ſhe: entered it with 
feelings not to be deſcribed. The ſame 
evening ſhe arrived at Herman-hill, 
where her kind friends received her 
with the moſt cordial. ſatis faction; but 
her pale and languid looks alarmed bern 
exceedingly. 

« Indeed, my dear,” ſaid Mrs. Her- 
man, “ you muſt have ſuffered more, 
* much more than you have revealed to 

«us; 
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« us; but we will not tire you with im- 
Kc pertinent curioſity ; our care ſhall be 
« exerted to ſoothe and reſtore you to 
cc peace and health. I know -how dear 
« you are to the family you have quit- 
« ted. Mrs. Dixon, with whom I occa- 
* ftonally correſpond, has been warm in 
. your praiſes, and 1 AIN certain loves 
« you with a maternal affection. I would 
* have youlſtill conſider yourſelf as under 
5 her tender care, for here you ſball find 
the ſame tenderneſs and attention; 
* my daughter will rejoice in your 
« ſaciety, and nothing ſhall be wanting 
4 in either of us to promote your hap- 
« pineſs. 

« You are too good, my Jearel 
Madam,“ returned Sophia. Oh how 
« highly have I been favoured by heaven, 
« in finding ſuch dear and valuable 
friends as your family and Mrs. 

« Dixon's ord me!“ ty 
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The kindneſs which Sophia invariahly 
received in this family ſoon reſtored her 
tranquility, when ſhe no longer had rea- 
ſan to dread the preſence. of objects 
which ſhe could not bchold without the 
moſt painful ſenſations. Hartly, whom 
ſhe yet loved too tenderly to be a com- 
poſed ſpectator af his attentions to ano- 
ther; and Lord Molton, whoſe perſe- 
cutions ſhe had ſo. much xeaſon to dread, 
no longer obtruded on her mind. Here 
every ſcene was ſerene and happy, and 
ſne inſenſibly recovered her vivacity 
with her health. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
WOE, MISERY, AND DISTRESS. 


T* merchant, heartily ſick of the 

buftle of the town, and impatient 
to return to his tranquil retirement, was 
extremely urgent to {ee the marriage oĩ 
Hartly 


TEE IN 
foe 
_ Ems 
23 $I . 
i $ n 
\ a. F * 5 
4 3” 4%. 65 


212 EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 


Hartly celebrated; to this end he was 
perpetually accuſing his | ea 
of unneceſſary delay. 

% Surely, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, one day, in 
reply to his good-humoured reproaches, 
« you are a gentleman of too much 
% prudence. to recommend preeipitaney 
« 1n an affair of ſuch importance.” 

« By no. means, child; but I do not 
« fee how either of you can merit that 
charge in the preſent affair our cha- 
racters have long been known to each 
N other; it is quite a family matter, 
« and, in my opinion, may as well be 
brought to a concluſion this week as 
« twelve months hence.” 
« This week, my dear Sir, impoſſible.” 
« Well, thenlet it be this day month.” 
“Oh, Sir, indeed I can't conſent,” 
« Well, I ſhall ſend Hartly to you, 
« and if; he gives you a moment longer 
« I ſhall think him, what at preſent I do 
not, I aſſure you, a ſpiritleſs dog. 
| Some 
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Some days after the above converſa- 


to Hartly the paying a mann viſit to 
the Williams's. 


cended the ſtair-caſe, „ we ſhall find 
“Mrs. Williams's health much mended.” 


words, when a female voice iſſuing from 
one of the apartments reiterated with 
much agitation, © Hartly—oh heavens!” 
And a few minutes after, an elderly 
gentleman, whoſe appearance beſpoke 
him of the ſacred function, came into 
the room where they were fitting, and 
bowing to the company, begged to know 
if a Mr. Hartly was not among them. 
« My name is Hartly, Sir, — pray 
* what are your commands with me?“ 
There is a lady above ſtairs, Sir, who 
" earneſtly deſires to ſpeak with you.“ 


ding to follow the clergyman. 
In 


tion had paſſed, the merchant propoſed 
“J hope, Hartly,“ ſaid he, as they aſ- 


Scarcely had he pronounced theſe 


„ attend you inſtantly,” he replied, 


1 
e 


l — A 
. * on S nes ALE," 4% 8 = - 
* - = Is By 1 1 * 1 r * 3 = 
. _ - 
' 8 5 FR 9 
— es ec" 1 r Nenn * ä — — a OG 
21 Wy wats 7 A N ant waned 2 A 1 „ — — ' 2 no ˙˖ ˙—˙—˖ es 
8 1 * K 2 2 * , 4 3 1 85 — r 2 PA” 4 Wen 3 2 
4 4 N 4 . 1 PR. -_ x N * 333 1 * N . a * 
* — 4 2 — 4 > DR. I 2, 45 oe gen BE, # —_——— 2 WA + g i | | 383 


ren 
* = — > 


= 
= Wo 
= "4 
= 
f 
: 


HI EDWARD AND SOPHT A, 


In arwretched apartment; five pair of 

ſtairs up he was introduced to a female 
figure; apparently in the agonies of 
death. The bed, furniture, and, in 
ſhort, the whole of this miſerable lodg- 
ing beſpoke it the reſidence of penury 
and diſtreſs. 

« 'This condeſcenſion, Sir,” cried ſhe, 
in a languid voice, as he approached the 
bed, “ ig more than T deſerve.“ 
attend you with pleaſure, Madam, 
« 3f my preſence can be of the leaſt ſer. 
vice to you.” 

« Ol God,” ſhe exclaimed, © now 
« thou permitteſt me to die in peace |— 


« ] have long deſired to fee you, Mr. 


« Hartly, for I have a ſecret to unfold; 
« which lies here” (putting her hand to 
her heart) © more oppreſſive than a 
% mountain's weight. — Oh, Sir, you 
« know not how much your ear has been 
e abuſed—but—but—.” 


Here 
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Here ſhe fell into a ſwoon. Hartly, 
with the aſſiſtance of the clergyman, ap- 
plied ſome hartſhorn ; at length ſhe re- 
covered, and, in a faultering voice, pro- 

ceeded. 1 4 
« You know not me, Mr. Hartly, I 


« percetve— no, it 18- impofſible you 
ſhould now recolle& the wretched 
Caroline Broẽ- wu... fy 


« Miſs Brown—aſftoniſhment!”- 

« Oh where,” continued ſhe; © is the 
injured Miſs Wilſon? Ah, my God, 
* what vile afperfions has the worſt of 
© creatures caſt on her character She is 
innocent of all that has been alledged 
* againſt her l atteſt it with my dying 
e voice. 

* Proceed for heaven's ſake, Madam,“ 
laid he, “you have racked my ſoul 


"£0 on, I entreat.” 


1 : „ will, Sir, if heaven permit me but 
a ſew minutes longer to breathe, you 
* ſhall be ſatisfied of her purity—bur 
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© have you any friend or acquaintance 
« with you to witneſs the confeſſion I 


« make?” 


Hartly inſtantly flew out of the room, 
and in a moment after returned with the 
merchant. a 

« Here,” ſaid ſhe, (taking a paper 
from her pocket) © is an account of the 
tc whole of that black affair. I cauſed it 
« to be drawn up, and ſhould have left 
ce it with this worthy gentteman”” (point- 
ing to the clergyman) * to have pre- 
« ſented it to you when opportunity 
« offered. Reach me, I beg, a pen, 
« and here, in the preſence of you all, 
« I will ſign a relation which will con- 
« vince you of Miſs Wilſon's innocence, 
e and my own baſeneſs.“ 

« T have one about me,” ſaid the 
merchant. 

She took it in her trembling hand, 
and at the bottom of the paper wrote 
the name of Caroline Brown, then gave 


it | 


BDWARD AND SOPHLA. 217 


it to the gentlemen preſent, for them to 
add their reſpective ſignatures, © Re- 
« ceive,” ſaid ſhe, as ſhe preſented the 
memorial to Hartly, © this my laſt con- 
© feſhon—a confeſſion made on the verge 
* of eternity And now, may the di- 
vine power ſhower down upon you 
«and that much injured lady, all the 
* bleſſings this world can afford Be 
« you happy, when J am duſt — Adieu, 
« gentlemen adieu!“ 

Madam, ſaid Hartly, © greatly as 
« my impatience 1s excited to examine 
; your relation, I can by no means quit 
; this chamber, before you put it in 
N ; my power to be of ſervice to you. 
„our ſituation calls for ſome aſſiſting 

, | © hand.” —< I fear, Sir,” he continued, 
e W turning to the clergyman, „this poor 

Y © lady ſtands in need of greater ſupport 
than ſhe has been able to command. 
„Will you do me the favour to take 


* this (putting a bank-note into his hand) 
Vol. II. L « and 
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te and procure her ſuch helps as her cir- 
« cumſtances require? I will ſend the 
« miſtreſs of the houſe to you—and my 
« ſervant ſhall go for an apothecary.“ 

*« Oh, you are - too good!” —cried the 
unhappy Caroline; but her voice failed 
her, and ſhe could ſay no more. 

Hartly, infinitely affected, hurried out 
of the ſad apartment, with his handker- 
chief to his eyes: he was too much agi- 
tated to ſee the Williams's, and too im- 
patient to examine the contents of the 
paper, not to wiſh to bealone.— The mo- 
ment he got to his lodgings, he opened 
it, and found them as follows. 


« To Edward Hartly, Eſq. 

« Although I deſpair of ever deliver- 
«ing this paper to you with my own 
« hand, yet, providentially, after my de- 
« ceaſe, ſome happy opportunity may 
* occur of your receiving the confeſſion 


« of one, who has acted in the moſt cul- 
“ pable 
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« pable manner, by the beſt and moſt 
« ſpotleſs of women. Actuated by the 
« baſeſt motives, I invented a relation 
« which has, I tear, for ever blackened a 
« Character, that deſerved the faireſt 
« fame. But, in order to. your fully 
« comprehending this baſe tranſaction, 
« I will go back to that part of my life, 
« when happineſs courted me with her 
« {ereneſt {mile—but, I was induſtrious 
«to avoid her invitation, and became 
« the wretch I deſerved to be. 

« WhenlT returned from the boarding- 
« ſchool, where my miſtaken parents had 
« injudiciouſly placed me, fraught with 
* all the fooliſh vanity of my ſex, I ſaw 
« Miſs Wilſon, the companion of my in- 
fancy the friend of my heart, when 
* that heart was pure, accomphished both 
in perſon and mind. I need not, to 
= you, Sir, repeat what ſhe was; it is ſuf. 5 BY 
| « ficient to confeſs, that I could not be- 1 = 
4 hold her ſuperior beauty, without feel- #2 
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te ing all the tortures of envy. Her me- 
« rit, the charms of her mind, rivetted 


« that baſe paſſion; and I at length hated 


te an object, which, I was conſcious, muſt 
* place my own ſuperficial accomplish- 
*« ments in a far inferior light. The 
« friendly reception which Miſs Wilſon 
« (from no very laudable motives, tis 
« true) received at the Hall, after your 
« departure to India, induced me to treat 
« her with a complacency, which I was 
« far from feeling; for, in truth, my baſe 


« heart could entertain no ſentiments 


« towards her, but thoſe of rancour and 
% envy. 

« The following winter, we both re- 
« ceived an invitation from Miſs Ad- 
e dington, to accompany her to London. 
« Miſs Wilſon was totally averſe to quit- 
c ting her retirement; and, but for the 
« perſuaſions of Mrs. Stanley, would ne- 
« ver have acceded to the meaſure. For 


« my part, my foolish vanity and culpa- 
« ble 
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ble levity, prompted me to deteſt the 
calm ſatisfactions of a village. I longed 
« for the pleaſures of the metropolis; 
« where, as ſoon as we were arrived, I 
launched into every fashionable folly, 
« with an avidity, which the indulgence 
* of my parents too fully encouraged. 

«* Amongſt the numerous viſitors of 
« the Addingtons, was a Lord Molton— 
* a nobleman of no very ſtrict princi- 
« ples; yet I ſought, by every art in my 
* power, to become agreeable in his eye. 
J foon found there was an inſurmount- 
able barrier to my hopes; for his lord- 
« ſhip evidently diſtinguished Miſs Wil- 
* ſon with the moſt flattering attention: 
and, though the conſtant affection ſhe 
« preſerved for yourſelf, prevented her 
from giving the moſt diſtant encou- 
* ragement to his addreſſes, he ſtill con- 
« tinued them with unremitted aſſiduity. 
] was piqued at the certainty of her be- 
* ing beloved by the very perſon whom 
L 3 « I had 


main 
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« had in vain ſought to captivate, and 
« my unworthy heart plotted a thouſand 
« ſchemes of revenge; and I ſpared nei. 
& ther pains nor artifice to inſpire Miſs 
« Addington with a contemptible opi- 
nion of the young lady ſhe had taken 
« under her care, thinking hat the moſt 
te likely method of effecting Miſs Wil- 
« ſon's return to the country, whoſe 
te ſuſceptible heart, I well knew, could 
te il] brook any inſtance of neglect or 
* coldneſs from that quarter; and I 
« was not without hopes, that, after her 
« departure, I might be better able to 
te ſucceed in my ſchemes on Lord Mol- 

* ton. 
ce In this ſituation of affairs, an inſtance 
* occurred, that facilitated my plan, even 
te beyond my hopes. The juſtice was be- 
« come a declared lover of Sophia; and, 
e though I knew ſhe conſtantly rejected 
« his ſuit, with the warmeſt declarations 
« of regard to her beloved Hartly, I em- 
« braced 
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« braced that opportunity of awakening 
« the ſuſpicions of Miſs Addington; who 
« could not, from the moſt ſelfiſh views, 
« endure to think of her brother's mar- 
8 riage with any one. One day, I con- 
« ducted Miſs Addington to the parlour, 
« where I knew her brother was, at that 
i inſtant, perſecuting the fair Sophia 
« with his deteſted addreſſes. The fury 
« of that lady was inconceivable at the 
« diſcovery—it broke on Miſs Wilſon, 
« with a violence that threw her into the 
ec utmoſt terror and aſtoniſhment. Af- 
* ter loading her with the harsheſt 
language, and moſt unmerited re- 
« proach, ſhe inſiſted, late as it then was 
* in the evening, on her quitting the 
* houſe immediately. The trembling 
« Sophia ordered a chaife, with an inten- 
* tion of returning directly to Coombe ; 
but Lord Molton happening to come 
ein, as ſhe was preparing for her depar- 
ture, he inſtantly planned a ſcheme of 
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« oetting her into his own power; and, 
« at length, cauſed her, all unſuſpecting, 
« and, no doubt, elate with the proſpect 
« of ſhortly embracing her dear Mrs. 
« Stanley, to be conveyed to one of his 
« country ſeats, where ſhe was forcibly 
« detained for ſome days. My unfortu- 
« nate connection with that nobleman, 
« has fince given me an opportunity of 
te being aſſured, that his views in that af. 
« fair, were ſtrictly honourable: for, de- 
ee ſpairing to obtain a favourable return 
*« to his addrefles, he had reſolved on 
« forcing her to give him her hand ; and 
« he has often moſt ſolemnly declared, 
*.that, not the ſlighteſt indecency was of- 
*« tered by him, during her continuance 
„jn his power; from which ſhe was 
« ſhortly reſcued by a reſpectable lady, 
« of the name of Herman. 

© And now, Sir, I am about to relate 
* a tranſaction, which I am conſcious 
« muſt brand my memory with eternal 
de- 
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te deteſtation. I confeſs, I could not reſiſt 
« ſo favourable an opportunity of being 
« revenged on a rival, who I both dread- 
«ed and deteſted. I knew her inno- 
« cence—l knew, alſo, that the inhoſpi- 
« tality of Miſs Addington had afforded 
« Lord Molton this opportunity of ef- 
« fecting his ſcheme on that unſuſpect- 
« ing and amiable girl; yet, with a dia- 
« bolical raneour, I haſtened into the 
country, where I cauſed thoſe reports 
« to be circulated, which fixed fo unjuſt 
« and indelible a ſtain on the character 
* of that injured young lady. In this 
procedure, the reſentment of Miſs Ad- 
« dington induced her alſo to take an 
« active part, and corroborate the falſe 
« aflertions I had induſtriouſly propaga- 
«ted. We ſtopped not here; we even 
« intercepted the letters which Miſs Wil- 
e ſonrepeatedly ſent to Mrs. Stanley, both 
during her confinement, and after her 
* eſcape by means of Mrs, Herman. In 
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ce fine, I had the diabolical ſatis faction of 


* ſeeing that injured and amiable wo- 


c man, ſome weeks after, return to the 
« village, where ſhe found her bene. 
« factreſs dead, and herſelf conſidered in 
« an infamous light by all her acquaint. 
« ance. This was a triumph, which none 
* but ſuch a wretch as myſelf could have 
enjoyed. Abandoned both by friends 
and fortune, Sophia ſoon quitted the 
« village :—whither ſhe went, I know 
c not;—ſhe has not been heard of ſince; 
cc nor has Lord Molton, I am convinced, 
* obtained the leaſt knowledge of her re- 
*« ſidence, though he has ſought it with 
« indetatigable diligence. May that 
« Being whom I have offended, guide 
« and direct you to a diſcovery of that 
« moſt injured woman—and may it 
« ſhower every bleſſing on your heads, 
« when I find, in the filent tomb, that 
« peace my vices have deprived me of 


« hexe ! 
« And, 
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% And, now, Sir, if you can with pa- 
« tience read what farther concerns ſuch 
« a wretch as I have been, I will acquaint 
c you with a few particulars of my un- 
* happy ſtory; that whilſt you are enjoy- 
ing, with the virtuous Sophia, the high- 
e eſt ſummit of earthly bliſs, the reflec- 
*tion on what the unhappy Caroline 
has ſuffered, may ſoften the memory 
te of her crimes, and mitigate your re- 
« ſentment. 

« You are probably no {ſtranger to my 
« guilty connection with Lord Molton— 
* a connection which had nothing to 
e plead in its excuſe; for, I muſt do him 
c the juſtice to own, he never deluded 
% me by promiſes of marriage I fell 
« the victim of my own ungoverned and 
« degenerate paſſions During that pe- 
« riod, in which I lived with him in all 
e the gaiety of licentious ſplendour, I 
« telt no ſentiments of remorſe at the 
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grief, in which my conduct had in- 
« yolved the moſt indulgent parents. 

« Wholly abandoned to diſſipation, 1 
« was immerſed in levity, and thought. 
*« leſs joy. But a time approached, when 
« the monitor within could no longer be 
te repreſſed—when all the horrors of my 
« guilty ſtate appeared to my view, in a 
« light which drove me to the verge of 
% madneſs!—Yet the path of virtue was 
« loſt, and I was compelled to purſue the 
« road of miſery and deſtruction. Sa- 
« tiated with poſſeſſion, Lord Molton's 
« regard degenerated to a coldneſs bor- 
« dering on contempt.— At laſt, he 
« wholly abandoned me to indigence and 
« deſpair. Then, and not before, I im- 
« plored the forgiveneſs of my offend- 
« ed parents; but they were deaf to my 
* entreaties—they no longer regarded 
that daughter, who had filled their 
aged breaſts with anguich. I was in 
danger of wanting even common ne- 
« ceſſaries; 
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« ceſſaries, when a gentleman of fortune 
« diſcovered me, and made me ſome 
« propoſals, which I eagerly accepted. 
« But ſoon I was diſcarded for a new fa- 
« vourite, I was then ſucceſſively kept 
« by ſeveral others; whoſe paſſions, once 
« gratified, ſoon gave way to novelty. 
« At laft, I was compelled to become 
« that diſgrace of human nature, a com- 
« mon proſtitute; to procure a ſcanty 
« morſel, by the ſhame of carnal pollu- 
tion! I dwell not on the horrors of 
e ſuch a ſtate—they are, alas ! too great 
« for language to expreſs. I was ſoon 
« reduced, by want and fickneſs, to the 
e extreme of human wretchedneſs; my 
« frame waſted beneath the ravages of a 
« cruel diſorder, and I wanted even the 
© common neceſſaries of life. Death, in 
its moſt tremendous form, approached 
« —as much as] deteſted life, I dreaded 
te ſtill more the awful event, which would 
© ſummon me before that awful Power, 
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« whoſe laws I had tranſgreſſed My 
* conſcience painted to my terrified 
« imagination the offences of my life; 
« and I became diſtracted at the dread- 
&« ful idea. The woman of the houſe 
« where I lodged, introduced to me the 
« humane and worthy Doctor M<Laurin. 
His counſels reſtored me to reaſon, 
« and, I truſt, to peace of conſcience, 
« by repreſenting a merciful Redeemer 
« dying for the ſins of mankind. He 
« viſited me daily I joined in prayer, 
te and the tears of contrition continually 
« watered my pillow. To the pious care 
« of this excellent gentleman, I owe the 
« ſatisfaction of having made my peace 
« with heaven. | 
« I have nothing farther to add. —Be- 
« fore you receive this, I ſhall probably 4 
« be no more II ſhall have rendered — 
« an account of my ſad life to that Judge, 
« who, I truſt, in anger remembers 
„ MCICY. 
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« mercy.— Farewell My lateſt prayer 
« ſhall be for your felicity. 
« CAROLINE BROWN.” 


Witneſſed by Cyaries AppinGToON, 
and HENRY MfLavkin. 


When the merchant returned to the 
lodgings, he found Hartly the image of 
ſilent deſpair: he was fitting motionleſs 
as a ſtatue; there was a wildneſs in his 
eyes, which extremely alarmed that 
good man. Are you not well, Hartly?“ 
ſaid he, tenderly; but he received no 
anſwer; he then took the paper which 
Hartly ſtill held in his hand, and retired 
to a ſopha to peruſe its contents, during 
which the unhappy young man to whom 
it was addreſſed remained with his eyes 
fixed on the floor, and a countenance 
pale as death. 

5 « Heavens,” exclaimed the merchant, 
| what a dreadful diſcloſure of guilt! 
« My dear Hartly, ſon of my beloved 
friend, ſpeak, and reveal thy feelings 

40 to 
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* to a friend who will ſhare in all thy 
ce griefs.“ 

But he, to whom theſe affectionate ac- 
cents were addreſſed, returned no reply. 

« My deareſt Hartly, ſpeak; my ſou] 
ce bleeds for thee.” Still not a word, 
« Oh heavens,” cried the merchant, 
« how ſhall I ſupport this?“ 

Then, ringing the bell, he ordered his 
ſervant to call a phyſician. In an agony 
of grief he took the paſſive hand of 
Hartly, and tenderly preſſed it to his 
boſom ; but nothing could rouſe his at- 
tention, he continued motionleſs and 
ſilent; a ſigh, indeed, frequently eſcaped 
him, but tears, which eaſe the oppreſſed 
heart, were denied. 

At length Doctor C-— arrived, he 
felt the pulſe of the afflicted Hartly, 
then ordered him to be let blood, and 
put immediately to bed. Neither the 
preſcribed operation, nor the removing 
him to his chamber, could extort a word 

from 
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from him ; he continued, when in bed, 
with his eyes wildly fixed, as before. 
The merchant ſat by him the whole 
night, during which he ſlept not a 
moment, nor ſcarcely ſeemed to breathe. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


A TRIAL OF THE HEART. 


HE next morning the phyſician 
tound his patient in a high fever. 
The merchant, with a ſigh, went to 
his bed fide, and taking his feveriſh 
hand, “ My dear Hartly,“ ſaid he, 
* will you not ſpeak to your friend ?” 
« Are you my injured Sophia?” replied 
he in a tone of earneſtneſs, “ fit down, if 
« you are, and tell me where you have 
« been thus long.“ 
The poor merchant wept. © Be com- 
„ poſed,” faid he, © my dear lad, all 
will yet be well.“ 
cc Oh, 
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« Qh yes, yes,” cried he wildly, * that 
« 1s her tomb; I know it well enough. 
« Have you got flowers to ſtrew it? 
« Where 1s the thyme, and the mar. 
« joram, and the lilies—we muſt have 
« {weet flowers.” 

« Heaven compaſſionate thy ſuffer. 
*« ings,” ſaid the merchant, with the 
tendereſt emotion. 8 

Mr. Dixon, having been informed of 
Hartly's indiſpoſition, called to enquire 
for him, He was ſhewn into the cham- 
ber. His preſence ſeemed to awaken in 
the patient a recollection of paſt events, 
for he exclaimed eagerly, © Oh you are 
« come then—we will be married to- 
« morrow, but I have ſomething to do 
« firſt—I am going a long journey, a 
« very long one—Miſs Dixon ſhall go 
« too—Sophia won't hurt her—no, So- 
*« Phia is an angel now.“ 

« Good heaven,” cried Mr. Dixon, 
« my heart is rent. I fear he will never 
recover 
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« recover but whom does he mean by 1 
Sophia?“ 

« Afk me not the queſtion,” returned 
the merchant, with tears, „Such an | 
event my poor dear boy!“ = 

It is probable, Mr. Dixon thought q 
the merchant as 1ncoherent as the ſick 
man. He ſat down, without ſpeaking, 
in an eaſy chair. The phyſician entered 


the room. 

* How 1s the patient ?—His fever 1s 
« increaſed,” feeling his pulſe. 

« What is your real opinion of his 
e danger, Doctor?“ ſaid Mr. Dixon. 

'The doctor ſhook his head, and de- 
fired them both to quit the room. 
* Sophia, can you forgive me?“ cried 
Hartly, extending his burning hand, 
as if to graſp hers. 

Come with me, I beg,” ſaid Doctor 
KC , leading the merchant and Mr. 
Dixon out of the room. 


K | «c This 
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« This will be ſad news to my poor 
« girl,“ ſaid the latter, as they went 
down ſtairs. 

« Oh, my friend,” cried the merchant, 
« I am the moſt wretched of mien.” 

« Do not yet deſpair,” he replied; «] 
„will call on you in the evening.” 

During the ſpace of four days, the fe. 
ver increaſed with amazing rapidity ; the 
delirium continued, and the phyfician 
informed Mr. Addington, that he be- 
lieved his friend could not live two 
days longer. 


« Teach me,” exclaimed the afflicted MF «© 
merchant, © all gracious Heaven, to bend MF * 
=. « jn ſubmiſſive filence to thy decrees! | MF 1 


* had hoped this boy wou! have cloſed 
te my eyes But, 'tis thy will—I mur- 
te mur not.“ 

As ſoon as Miſs Dixon had heard of 
Hartly's illneſs, the expreſſed an earneſt 
deſire to ſee him; but, the phyſician hav- 
ing directed he ſhould be kept quiet, pre- 


vented 


{i 
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vented her from following her inclina- 
tion. 

On the fourth day, however, hearing 
his life was ſuppoſed in ſuch imminent 
danger, ſhe would no longer be re- 
ſtrained; but, hurrying to the houſe, was 
conducted to the fick room. As ſoon as 
Hartly ſaw her, he graſped her hand 
with fervour ; exclaiming— 

« What does ſhe ſay?— Tell me 
« Does ſhe forgive me?—Yes; I know 
« ſhe does. — Sophia cannot be unkind. 
hut ſhe is dead -I had forgot my- 
« ſelf. Have you been to her funeral; 
and was ſhe buried under the willow?” 
Then, in a plaintive voice, he ſung— 


„% Ah! now ſhe is dead, 
4% Gone to her death-bed, 
« All under the willow-tree,”” 


* Good heavens?!” cried Miſs Dixon, 


weeping, © Do you not know me, Mr. 
Hartly?“ 


« Yes; 
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« Yes; you are Sophia Wilſon!—hyr 
ce don't ſay a word of it to any one. The 
« wicked Caroline will kill you.— But, 
e huſh!—Afk Miſs Dixon to hide you 
from her—you will be ſafe, then.“ 


« This ſcene, my dear,” ſaid the mer. 


8 8 


chant, “is too much for your feelings: 
give me leave to conduct you to the 
% dining- room.“ 


„ 


R 


Oh, Mr. Addington!” ſaid The, as | | 
he ſhut the door, © Iam perſuaded there | | 
« 1s more in this affair than I know of! 


« Deal frankly, I beſeech you.” 


The merchant turned away his face, 


to conceal a ſtarting tear. 
« My good Maria,” faid he, ſummon 
all your fortitude—all your nobleneſs 
«of * to pity an unhappy young 
« man. 
« 'Torture me not, dear Sir!—What 
«can you mean?“ 
« ] can ſay no more at preſent,” he re- 
plicd. « Call in half an hour, and bring 
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« your father with you; I have ſome. 
« thing important to communicate.” 
The lady then took her leave, and re- 
turned home full of doubt and embarraſſ- 
ment. At the appointed time ſhe at- 
tended Mr. Dixon to the houſe. The 
merchant was penſively muſing in the 


dining-room: his mind ſeemed labour- 


ing with ſomething of the higheſt im- 
portance. 

„Maria, ſaid he, as ſoon as they 
were ſeated, (with an air of much ſolem- 
nity) „I have ever thought you a noble 
girl; but you have now a trial that 
* will ſeverely exerciſe your feelings. — 
« As for you, my good friend, (turning 
to Mr. Dixon) © I have only to relate 
facts as they ſimply are. Events are 
* not always in our power; but our ac- 


tions may ever be governed by the rule 
© of rectitude.” 


Speak, dear Sir!“ interrupted Miſs 
Dixon, 
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Dixon, © the alarming tidings : this ſuf. 
« pence is dreadful!” 

He then briefly related the mutual at- 
tachment of Hartly and Sophia—the af. 
fair of Lord Molton—the diſcovery of 
that young lady in the perſon of Miſs 
Walters; and, finally, the contrition and 
confeſſion of the unhappy Caroline. 

« Now, Madam,” added he, putting 
the paper into her hand, “you muſt— 
« you do, pity this poor afflicted young 
« man.” 

« Oh, God!” cried Mr. Dixon, © what 
« a dilemma 1s this!” 

Miſs Dixon made no reply. She ap- 
peared a few moments loſt in thought ; 
then, rifing—* It is done?” ſhe exclaim- 
ed. © Yes, my dear papa—my dear Mr. 
« Addington, your Maria will do all ſhe 
« ought.—Excuſe me,” (going out of 
the room) © I will be with you ſhortly.” 

« Generous girl!” ſaid Mr. Adding- 


ton, © how I feel for her !—How much 
(c do 
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« do I regret my aſſiduĩity on this occa- 
« ſion!“ 

“Nou have nothing to regret,” re- 
turned Mr. Dixon, „my good friend, 
« but the curſed malignity of thoſe, who 
«could ſo artfully contrive to blacken 
« the fame of a worthy girl. This world 
«is a complicated ſcene of good and 
« evil.-We muſt expect to have our 
peace ſometimes interrupted by the 
«vices of the wicked. To bear with 
« fortitude, and act with integrity, is all 
the beſt of men have left to do.” 

After ſome farther converſation on 
this adventure, the two friends ſeparated; 
and the merchant retired to Hartly's 
chamber, who was now ſunk into that 
calm, which, in diſorders of this nature, 
generally precedes diſſolution. The at- 
flicted merchant ſat by his bed-ſide the 
remainder of the night, endeavouring, by 
the efforts of reaſon and religion, to arm 


Vol. II. M him- 
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himſelf againſt that event, which was 
hourly expected to take place. 


rr 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


FEMALE THE BEST PHYSICIAN, 


A OUT eleven the next morning, 
the merchant was informed, that 
two ladies deſired to ſee him in the 
dining-room. He immediately went 
down ſtairs; but, before he had reached 
the door, Miſs Dixon ran to him, and 
impatiently enquired after Hartly. 

« He is calm, my dear,” he replicd; 
e but it is expected every minute will be 
« has . 

« Oh, ſpare him, merciful Heaven!” 
cried a female voice. 

« Whom do I behold ?—Miſs Wil- 


« ſon!“ 


« 'The 
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« The ſame, my good Sir. I have 
« been to fetch her from Mrs. Herman's; 
« and now, if you think it not impro- 
« per, ſhe ſhall be introduced to Hart- 
1 

« Amiable girl!“ cried the merchant; 
e but be ſeated a moment, while I go 
« and prepare him for the interview.” 

He then went ſoftly to the bed-ſide, 
and, opening the curtains, Hartly caſt 
on him a languid look. 

« How do you find yourfelf, my dear 
Hartly? Have you ſlept ſince the 
% morning?“ 

« I think have, Sir; but a diſagree- 
able dream diſturbed me.“ 

« I dare ſay I can gueſs it Did you 
dream of Miſs Wilſon ?” 

« Ah, Sir!” 

« Why then, I can tell you, your dream 
is likely to be fulfilled; ſhe will be 
here in a day or two.” 
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ce Impoſſible! Would I could live 
eto behold once more that injured ex. 
e cellence.” 

« Would it not diſcompoſe you ?” 

*« ] think not much, Sir.” 

« Then you ſhall ſee her within this 
* half hour.—She is in the houſe.” 

« Thank God!” cried he, energeti- 
cally. 

The merchant then withdrew, and 
ſoon after returned, leading the trem- 
bling Sophia. 

« My Hartly!” cried ſhe, in a tender 
voice. 

« My Sophia ls it poſſible I behold 
you once more: Forgive, oh, forgive 
, me, ere I depart for ever!“ 

Live, my dear Hartly,“ returned ſhe 
ſobbing; © live, for my ſake you have 
te never injured me.“ 

« Greatly !” he replied, with emotion. 


« Beyond the poilibility of recompence.” 
« think, 
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« I think,” ſaid the nurſe, * the gen- 
« tleman ſhould not be permitted to 
« talk ſo much.” N 
« Come, then, Sophia,” cried the mer- 
chant, taking her hand, © we muſt with- 
“draw, it ſeems; but, if Hartly will pro- 
« miſe to be compoſed, he ſhall ſee you 
« again ſhortly.” | 
Hartly's eyes followed Sophia to the 
door ; the emotion her preſence occa- 
ſioned had exhauſted his feeble ſpirits. 
He ſunk into a profound ſlumber; and 
when Doctor Crawford made his appear- 
ance about two hours after, on examin- 
ing the ſtate of the patient, his counte- 
[nance teſtified the moſt agreeable ſur- 
Prize. 
« The diſorder has taken a favourable 
« turn,” ſaid he; © a very favourable 
« turn; the gentleman is much better: 
« be ſure, nurſe, you keep him very 


« ſtill,” | 
M 3 e Then 
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« Then the young gentlewoman muſt 
« not come again, Sir, faid ſhe, with a 
ſignificant look. 

« Hah!— What, a female phyſician! 
« I believe,” (ſmiling) © if that is the 
* caſe, we may venture to let her ſee 
« him once more. I have no opinion 
e of your old doctreſſes, added he face- 
tiouſly; © but to a young one I have no 
* objection.” 

« Aye, aye,” cried ſhe, as ſhe ſhut the 
door after him, © I know whoſe care has 
« brought this about for all your jokes. 
No body underſtands a fever better than 


« I do; though one muſt not praiſe 
* one's ſelf.“ 


Towards cvening, the merchant again 
introduced Sophia. Miſs Dixon deſired 
to accompany her ; and they entered the 
room arm in arm. Seating themſelves in 
chairs by the bed-ſide, the latter congra- 
tulated Hartly on the hopes the doctor 
had given of his recovery. He thanked 

her 
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her in polite terms, but ſeemed ſome- 
what embarraſſed as he ſpoke ; and ſhe 
obſerved, that whenever his eyes met 
hers, he withdrew them with a conſci- 


ouſneſs, that let her at once into the de- 


licate feelings of his ſoul. 

« Come, good folks,” ſaid ſhe, (ſtriv- 
ing to conceal ſome emotions which 
played about her heart) “as we are all 
« here aſſembled, let me be the firſt 
« ſpeaker. ©& Mr. Hartly,“ ſhe conti- 
nued, © I think it no ſmall honour, that, 
« when fortune appeared to have forbade 
« your encouraging an affection for this 
« young lady, you thought me worthy of 
« filling her place in your heart. Twas 
« a diſtinction, for which I ſhall ever 


« think myſelf highly obliged ; but hers 


« js a prior right, and not to acknow- 
« ledge it, would be the height of injuſ- 

ce” 
« Merciful Heaven !” ejaculated the 
diſtreſſed Hartly, with a piercing groan. 
M 4 « Be 
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« Be eaſy, my good Sir!” continued the 
generous Miſs Dixon, “ I know full well 
« what that groan expreſſes. Your deli. 
« cacy of ſoul, your nice ſenſe of honour, 
« I am well acquainted with; and I read 
« the ſtruggles of your exalted mind on 
« this occaſion. But, when J relinquiſh my 
« claim to your affections, I do no more 
« than Tought. Iam ſatisfied, and ſhall be 
te happy, if you are ſo. No woman, but So- 
« phia Wilſon, can poſſibly deſerve your 
« hand. Great as my eſteem is for you, 
« and much as it doubtleſs would have 
« been augmented by your tendernels, it 
ce 1s impoſſible I could ever have attain- 
« ed that lively ardour of affection, which 
« an attachment formed in early life can 
* only inſpire. No! You are only wor- 
« thy of each other. Engaged in the 
e filken folds of love, ere your young 
te hearts had known any other impreſ- 
“ flon—That engagement, nurtured by 
« paternal approbation, can never be e- 

ce qualled 
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« qualled in an union, where, perhaps, 
« efteem was merely the baſis. I am 
« convinced, Mr. Hartly, I could have 
« been happy with you—but Miſs Wil- 
« ſon muſt be far happier! To her, there- 
« fore, I yield my claim; and thus” (join- 
ing both their hands) “ thus, I unite 
« thoſe, whom the pureſt affection has 
« joined long before.” 

Sophia, who, during this heroic ſpeech, 
had concealed her face in the boſom of 
Miſs Dixon, now raiſed her eyes ſtream- 
ing with tears, and exclaimed, in the 
moſt feeling accents “ Oh! why was 
« this diſcovery effected before heaven 
« had put Mr. Hartly in poſſeſſion of 
« ſuch exalted merit? Why was I born 
to ſtab the hearts of thoſe I love ſo 
« tenderly ?” i 

« Speak no more in this ſtrain, my 
* dear Sophia, ſaid Miſs Dixon, preſſing 
her tenderly to her boſom : then riſing, 
to conceal her own emotion, ſhe caſt her 
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eyes on the bed, and perceived Hartly 
lying in a fwoon; the perturbation of his 
mind had been too powerful for his fee- 
ble frame. He was ſoon, however, reco- 
vered. She then quitted the room, fol- 
lowed by the merchant ; who, as ſoon as 
they had entered the dining-room, ex- 
claimed, in a tone of admiration— 

« My charming heroine, you have ex- 
« celled yourſelf !—You have acted no- 
« bly !—But why theſe tears?“ 

« Oh, Sir! my feelings were wound to 
* the higheſt pitch. Nature muſt have 
« her way ; and it 1s thus that I indulge 
„her. But do not imagine theſe tears 
« proceed from regret: no, J am ſatisfied 
« with the part I have acted. Let us 
* now adore the goodneſs of Providence, 


« in effecting ſo important a diſcovery, 
before the indiffoluble union had taken 
« place. Ah, my good Sir! ſuch an 
event muſt then have rendered your 


« Maria the moſt wretched of women.” 
The 
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The merchant, after reiterating thoſe 
praiſes ſo generous a conduct deſerved, 
attended the young lady home; and, 
meeting her father and mother in the 
parlour 

« Heaven has given you an angel,” 
ſaid he, preſenting Miſs Dixon to their 
expanded arms. © You muſt have wit- 
« neſſed the ſcene which I have, to ap- 
« plaud her as ſhe deſerves.” 

« I knew her determination before,” 
replied Mr. Dixon. “My daughter,” 
embracing her tenderly, “is a good girl; 
« and, I truſt, will be rewarded. I glory 
in my child!” added he with a look of 
rapture. 

« You have now, my Maria,” rejoined 
her delighted mother, © proved, that the 
« affections are more in our power, than 
« we ſometimes chuſe to acknowledge; 
« and, be aſſured, thoſe who teach them 
«to move at the command of reaſon, 
« have, by much, the faireſt chance for 

M 6 « hap- 
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« happineſs. —But, how is Hartly ? Poor 
« fellow, I pity him!—I know his ſoul is 
« torn by the different ties of love and 
* honour; and, in ſuch a mind, their 
« power muſt at leaſt be equal.” | 

« Hartly, thank heaven,” returned the 
merchant, “is better. But, I aſſure you, 
« my friends, this affair has quite diſcon- 
« certed the uſual tenor of my mind.” 

« Then you are to blame, Charles,” 
rejoined Mr. Dixon; “ for, I aſſure you, 
ce that, warmly as I approved my daugh- 
« ter's union with Mr. Hartly, I ſin- 
« cerely rejoice at the diſcovery which 
« prevents it.“ 

« That's only telling me,” ſaid he, 
ſmiling, © what I knew twenty years 
« aF0—that you are more ſolicitous for 
« the happineſs of others, than for your 
c OWN. 

« Perhaps, my friend,” he replied, 
* 1t would not be difficult to prove, that 

« I the 
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« the more highly promote it by that 
« means. 

Juſt then, Miſs Wilſon entered the 
room; and, throwing her arms about 
Maria's neck, exclaimed with tears 
« Oh, my generous girl! How meanly 
« have you compelled me to appear!“ 

« No, my dear Sophia! 'Tis I that 
« muſt have appeared in that light, had 
« Tacted differently from what I have.” 

« How, Miſs Wilſon,” ſaid Mrs. 
Dixon, © have you left Mr. Hartly ?” 

« Doctor Crawford, Madam, has juſt 
* now declared him to be much reco- 
« vered,” returned Sophia; but ſhe 
bluſhed as ſhe ſpoke. 

« Aye, I ſee you are aware of the in- 
« ference,” ſaid Mr. Dixon, laughing 
«and ſo we will ſpare you. — Well, my 
ce good friend,” (to the merchant) © as 
* the patient is happily ſo much better, 
ce you will take a bit of ſupper with 
40 us.“ | 


'The 
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The merchant aſſenting, the table was 
laid, and the evening paſſed in a degree 
of cheerfulneſs, which, had either of the 


parties preſent poſſeſſed one grain of 


magnanimity leſs than they really did, it 
had been impoſſible for them to have en- 
Joyed, on ſo ſingular and embarraſſing an 
occaſion. 


——_————————— Tk! 


CHAPTER XIX. 


LOVERS SOON RECONCILED. 


© {ſymptoms of Hartly's reco- 

very became daily more confpicu- 
ous; and, at length, to the entire ſatis- 
faction of the merchant and Sophia, he 
was pronounced out of danger. The joy 
of the Dixon family was not leſs cxcel- 
five. They certainly felt as much plea- 
fare on the happy occaſion, as they could 
have done, had hc been related to them 
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by the neareſt and tendereſt ties, Miſs 
Dixon and Sophia paſſed their after- 
noons generally in his apartment, as 
ſoon as he was able to fit up. The moſt 
perfect friendship animated all three. 
Hartly would frequently take a hand of 
cach, and, preſſing them to his boſom, 
exclaim—* Tis thus I expreſs my re- 
« gard for two of the moſt amiable 
« of their ſex. Charming women — 
« Be ever thus united in the tendereſt 
« bonds of amity; and bleſs your ad- 
« miring Hartly, by a participation of 
« the delicate union.“ 

% Suppoſe, then,” ſaid Miſs Dixon, 
one day, „that we adopt the pretty epi- 
te thets of brother and ſiſter; J dearly 
« love ſociability.— What ſay you, So- 
« phia ?” 

« Only, my deareſt Maria, that I am 
« unworthy of being ſo honourably diſ- 
« tinguiſhed by a lady of your ſuperior 
merit.“ 


40 If 
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« If that is all the objection, you little 
cc flatterer, we will ſoon ſet it aſide. From 
« henceforth, then, ſiſter Sophia, and bro. 
c ther Hartly ;—is it not?“ 

« How I adore your goodneſs of heart, 
ce charming Maria!” ſaid Hartly. Sure, 
cc all that is amiable in woman, centers 
« jn you.” 

« No, brother; the far larger portion 
« was reſerved for our Sophia.— But, I 
« yow, one would think you were become 
« Benedict, the married man, already. 
« Did you not mark, my dear, how, like 
« a very huſband, he took care to leave 
« you out of the compliment?“ 

« I rather think it, ſaid Sophia, «a 
« proof of his good opinion of my diſ- 
« cernment.“ 

« With two ſuch excellent monitreſſes, 
ce as my dear ſiſters,” returned Hartly, 
* jt is impoſſible I can ever behave im- 
properly: their friendly admonitions, 
« will 
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« will always ſecure me from intentional 
error. 
« But will you engage to obey, when 
« we do adviſe?“ cried Maria. 
« Moſt implicitly, believe me.” 
« Well, you promiſe fair; and, as a 
ce trial of your obedience, I ſhall this mo- 
« ment give you a piece of advice.” 
« I am all attention to my dear ſiſter's 
« injunctions.” 
« Thus, then.—As ſoon as you are 
ce able to travel to that very unfaſhion- 
e able place, the church, take this young 
te damſel under your arm, and get a good 
« canonical ſoul to mutter over certain 
« words, which will make you two one.” 
« With all my heart,” cried Hartly, 
looking expreſſively at Sophia: 
« You know,“ replied ſhe, © I have 
not promiſed obedience, if you have.“ 
« But you deſign it, very ſhortly, my 
« dear demure filter,” ſaid Maria, tap- 
ping her on the cheek. 


The 
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The merchant at that moment enter. 
ing the room, Miſs Dixon referred the 
matter to him. | 

« I entirely agree with you, Maria,” 
faid he; “ and ſhall undertake to pro- 
« miſe for the obedience of my little 
« friend here. May I not, my dear?” 
taking Sophia's hand. 

« Oh, my dear friends, cried ſhe, 
bluſhing, “ diſpoſe of me as you will !— 
„ But, indeed, Mrs, Herman muſt be 
* acquainted with——.” 

„Oh, leave that to me,” interrupted 
Miſs Dixon; „I will engage, that both 
« that excellent lady, and her daughter, 
« ſhall be in town on the occaſion.” 

Sophia, wiſhing to give the converſa- 
tion another turn, propoſed to the mer- 
chant the accompanying him, ſome day, 
on a viſit to the unhappy Caroline. 

« I applaud your charity, my dear,” 
he replied; © but the poor creature is 
« to0 ill to bear the ſight of one ſhe 
Fa « has 
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« has ſo greatly injured—you had beſt 
« forego your kind intention, as I am 
« poſitive ſuch a viſit would be too 
much for her. She has every poſſible 
« aſſiſtance, you cannot therefore render 
« her any ſervice.” 

« I acquieſce, Sir—may peace attend 
« the laſt moments of that unfortunate 
on.” 

From the hint which Sophia had 
given, Miſs Dixon immediately diſ- 
patched a meſſenger to Mrs. and Miſs 
Herman, requeſting their company in 
town on the approaching nuptials. The 
anſwer containing their ready acquieſ- 
cence with the propoſal, ſhe flew to 
Sophia. 

« Our friends,” ſaid ſhe, * my dear, 
« of Herman-hill will be in town this 
« day fortnight, in order to attend you 


* on a certain occaſion the morning 
following.“ 


Good 
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« Good heavens, Maria ! what have 
« you done? Surely you could not— 

« Be ſo cruel,” interrupted ſhe; © 1 
« know you were going to ſay ſo. But, 
« indeed Sophia, it is really true. Now 
« are not you very angry? I proteſt I am 
« afraid you won't let me be one of your 
e bride-maids.” 


« Pſhaw, Maria—it was not kind, I 
* gcclare.” | 

« Nay, then J appeal to the gentle- 
« men. See, they are juſt at the door.” 

« What is the matter?“ ſaid the mer- 
chant, as he entered the room. 

« Only, my dear Sir, I have requeſted 
« a couple of friends to grace a certain 
« ceremony. on to-morrow fortnight— 
te and here this little demurrer affects to 
« be mortally offended.” 

«© Maria, how can you £8 


« Nay, my dear Sophia,” ſaid the 
merchant, «I highly applaud the mea- 
« ſure. You do nor, I hope, wiſh to 

« jmitate 
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« 1mitate the filly fineſſe of your ſex on 
« thoſe occaſions.” 

« My Sophia,” rejoined the joyful 
Hartly, “is, I am certain, ſuperior to 
« any thing of the kind. And ſince, my 
« dear girl, our friends would have it 
* on that day, you will, I truſt, conſent.” 

Sophia looked down, and bluſhed. 

« Well, well,” cried the merchant, “ a 
* tacit compliance is all we expect. 
% 'To-morrow fortnight ſhall be the hap- 
* py day—and the next, if you pleaſe, 
e will all ſet out together for Nor- 
e thumberland. I like a hymeneal feſti- 
« vity of all things; and I aſſure you we 
« will celebrate it with as much gala as 
* my little ſprightly girl here” (taking 
Miſs Dixon's hand) © can wiſh.” 

« Upon that condition,” replied ſhe, 
I agree to make one of the party; for 
I doubt not of picking up a gallant 
* among your ruſtic ſwains.“ 


« In truth, my girl,” he returned, I 
« wiſh 
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« with you no better fate. Our beaux, 
« let me tell you, can boaſt of honeſt 
« hearts; and that's more than your 
« ſmarts of the ton can in general do, I 
« hee: 

During this chit-chat, Hartly had 
drawn Sophia to the window. What he 
ſaid was uttered in ſo low a voice, as to 
be unheard by all ſave the fair object to 
whom it was addreſſed; but he looked 
unutterable tenderneſs.—It has always 
been our opinion that the converſations 
of lovers are beſt to be left to the read- 
er's imagination; which, no doubt, will 
amply ſupply as much of the ſoft and 
wooing mood as uſually makes up ſuch 
compoſitions. For this reaſon, they are 
ſeldom minutely recorded in this hiſtory. 

The next time that Hartly and the 
merchant called on the Williams's, they 
were informed that the unhappy Caro- 
line had breathed her laſt; but not be- 
fore ſhe had received her father's bleſſing 

and 
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and forgiveneſs. The old gentleman's | 
1 1 
reſentment had at laſt been appeaſed by 1 
the knowledge of his daughter's peni- 9 
: .=- 

tence and ſufferings. He came to town | 


but an hour before ſhe cloſed her eyes | 
for ever. 
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« It would be in vain,” continued Mr. 
= Williams, © to attempt a deſcription of 
© < this awful interview. Suffice it to ſay, 
| ©? © that the poor creature received her 
c father's ſolemn forgiveneſs, with a ſa- 
s I © tisfaction that ſeemed to beguile the 
© I | « pangs of death. After her deceaſe, he 
| 


A 


N 


could not be prevailed on to leave the 
d I © corpſe, till it was carried to burial. He 
h remained motionleſs with grief, at the 
re #1 © bed-fide; and the only mitigation it 
y. I © ſeemed capable of receiving, was, in 
de (the aſſurances the good Doctor M*Lau- 
ey |} © rin gave him of her long and unfeigned 
o- ( repentance. That worthy divine con- 
e- AF © tinued his pious offices to her till the 
"i Tn laſt. I have often, on witneſſing his 
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* zealous cares, called to mind thoſe cha- 
« racteriſtic lines of Dr. Goldſmith— 


264 EDWARD AND SOPHIA. 


© Beſide the bed, where parting life was laid, 

4% And ſorrow, guilt, and pain, by turns diſmay'd, 

46% The reverend champion ſtood !—At his controul, 

«© Deſpair, and anguiſh, fled the ſtruggling ſoul. 

« Comfort came down, the trembling wretch to raiſe 
« And her laſt fault'ring accents whiſper'd praiſe,” 


« I muſt do myſelf the pleaſure,” ſaid 
the merchant, to pay the worthy divine 
« a viſit, before I leave town; it is a tri- 
« bute of reſpect which I think incum- 
« bent on me to ſo excellent a perſon. 
© Render honour to whom honour is 
due,“ ſays the apoſtle; and, in my e- 
« ſteem, there are none ſo truly deſerv- 
« ing it, as the few who duly diſcharge 
« the duties of their ſacred function. 
« Doctor M Laurin,“ added he, with 
« enthuſiaſm, is a greater character than 
« a monarch.” 

« Except,” rejoined Hartly, © he duly 


ee acquits himſelf of the obligations of 
« his 
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« his elevated ſtation. A prince, who 
« is really the father of his people, ſhines 
« with a glory little ſhort of divine. 
« But, how, my dear Sir,” (to Mr. Wil- 
liams) * did the poor afflicted parent 
« ſet off at laſt?” 

« Oh, Sir! full of the moſt piteous re- 
« flections on what he called his error in 
the education of his daughter. Mr. 
Williams! cried he, graſping my hand, 
« the tears lowing as heſpoke, if you have 
© a daughter, give her an uſeful, rather 
© than a faſhionable, education : that was 
the rock on which I fatally ſtruck. 
Had my poor Caroline been bred to 
plain houſhold knowledge, rather than 
ſuffered to imbibe the follies of her ſu- 
periors, ſhe had now, perhaps, been the 
happy wife of ſome deſerving man. 

« Poor man!“ cried Hartly, wiping 
his eyes. 

« IT pity him from my ſoul,” ſaid the 
merchant.—“ Mr. Williams,“ he conti- 
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nued, after ſome pauſe, J hope you will 
te be ready to accompany me in a fort- 
ce night hence; I ſhall then ſet out for Nor- 
« thumberland. My agent informs me, 
« that the farm 1s ready for your entrance 
ce on it. How does Mrs. Williams ap- 
ce prove my ſcheme of a country life?“ 

« Oh, Sir!” cried ſhe, with the moſt 
grateful emotion, © How far your good- 
« neſs tranſcends all that our moſt ſan- 
« guine wiſhes could have hoped !—On 
« my knees, permit me to expreſs my 
« boundleſs gratitude.” 

« Not for the world, Madam, can I 


e ſuffer you in that poſture !—Riſe, I 


« entreat I rejoice to ſee you look ſo 
« much better” (for her late palid coun- 
tenance had reaſſumed the bloom of 
health). © I fancy you will be capable of 
« undertaking the journey.“ 

« You have reſtored me to life and fe- 
« hicaty,” cried ſhe, while the tear of gra- 


titude gliſtened in her eye. Teach us, 
« moſt 
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« moſt benevolent of human beings, how 
« we ſhall beſt expreſs the ſenſe we have 
« of your goodneſs.” 

« I will tell you in a few words, Ma- 
« dam,” replied he, ſmiling. © Forget 
the paſt be induſtrious and happy for 
« the future.” 

Then taking up his hat and cane, he 
bade them good-morrow; hurrying out 
of the houſe, to conceal his emotion. 

There are pleaſures ſo nearly allied to 
pain, that it is not eaſy to aſſign the pro- 
per appellation. Of this kind were the 
merchant's preſent feelings; yet we be- 
lieve he would not have exchanged the 
ſenſation, for the broadeſt mirth that ever 
was worn by unteeling folly. 
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CHAPTER XM. 


HAPPY CONCLUSION, 


O the evening preceding that day 
— which was to render Hartly and 
Sophia the happieſt of human beings, 
Mrs. and Miſs Herman arrived in town. 
The protection that amiable lady had 
afforded Miſs Wilſon, at a time when 
every avenue of pity and aſſiſtance ſeem- 
ed cloſely ſhut againſt her, juſtly en- 
deared her to every one preſent. Hartly 
regarded her with even a filial venera- 
tion, and loved her as the protectreſs of 
his other ſelf. She, on her part, ſincerely 
congratulated them on the happy turn of 
aſtairs; and expreſſed a pious adoration 
of the goodneſs of divine Providence, in 
conducting ſuch a myſterious ſeries of 
events, to the entire exculpation of in- 


jured merit. 
« Indeed, 
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Indeed, my dear Miſs Wilſon,” ſaid 
ſhe, © I have to aſk your forgivenels, for 
* the injurious ſuſpicions I had too raſhly 
« entertained of your honour.” 

« Say not ſo, dear Madam; you have 
« loaded me with unmerited favours.— 
« Did you not generouſly protect a poor 
« fugitive, when abandoned by every 
« earthly friend?“ 

« Whatever I did on your behalf, my 
« dear, muſt certainly loſe all pretenſions 
« to merit; ſince theſe favours, as you 
« term them, were conferred under an 
« idea, as unjuſt as it was unfavourable 
« to the amiable receiver.“ 

« And therefore, Madam,” rejoined 
the merchant, © they were undoubtedly 
« the more meritorious. The conferring 
© obligations on thoſe we think deſerv- 
« ing, 1s, perhaps, no more than a ſpecies 
te of ſelt-gratification. In your generous 
« conduct towards this young lady, you 
have imitated the divine benignity ; 
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« and, were the virtuous of the ſex to re- 
« oard, with leſs rigidity, that unhappy 
« part of it, who have ſwerved from the 
<« nice rules of female honour, I am per- 
ce ſuaded, they would have glorious op- 
« portunities of ſnatching many a poor 
« deluded creature from infamy and 
« wretchedneſs, and reſtoring them to 
« peace and comfort. In the preſent 
« caſe, though the obje& of your kind- 


* nefs was, as Shakeſpeare has 1tt—* More 


« ſinned againſt than ſinning, who knows 
te to what extremities her hard fate might 
« have expoſed her? How ſoon ſhe might 
« have fallen again into the lawleſs ſnares 
* of a titled villain, or any other unprin- 
« cipled libertine; had not your protec- 

« tion afforded her a ſafe aſylum.” 
During the merchant's ſpeech, Sophia 
had got to the back of Mrs. Herman's 
chair, and reclined, weeping over it.— 
Her cheek, wet with tears, preſſed a- 
gainſt that of her benefactreſs ; who in- 
| ſtantly 
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ſtantly folded her in her arms, with a ma- 
ternal tenderneſs. | 

« Be eaſy, my love,” ſaid ſhe; © I feel 
your grateful heart is labouring for ex- 
« prefſion!—1I know all you would ſay.— 
“ Do not diſtreſs yourſelf thus.“ 

« Permit me, dear Madam,” ſaid 
Hartly, who had riſen from his ſeat, and 
taken that hand of Sophia which had 
not encircled the neck of her beloved 
friend, © permit me to ſpeak her ſenti- 
ments on this occaſion they are mine. 
« Receive, then, the warmeſt thanks that 


« were ever offered at the ſhrine of Ge- 


te neroſity I reſpect -l revere you, as 
« the true friend of my Sophia the 
« guardian of my on honour and feli- 
# cury.” 

He was too much affected to proceed. 

cc Be bleſſed, my dear children!” cried 
Mrs. Herman, joining both their hands 
in hers; © Be ever happy in each other, 
« and I ſhall be abundantly rewarded.” 
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The next morning Miſs Dixon roſe 
early, and equipped herſelf in bridal or- 
naments ; then, haſtening to Sophia's a- 
partment, began to queſtion her on her 
intended dreſs. Sophia appeared totally 
indifferent on the ſubject; for, indeed, 
her thoughts were ſtrangely fluttered. 
She had been calling to mind the various 


events of her lite; and the certainty of 


being now ſo near the completion of all 
her fondeſt hopes ſeemed little leſs than 
an effect of miracle. 

« Poſitively, Sophia, you ſhall wear 
te your muſlin, ſprigged with gold.” 

“Een deck me out as you chuſe, my 
« dear Maria; I am wholly paſſive.“ 

« Yes, I warrant—now you are ſure of 
« the fiſh, the bait 1s diſregarded ;—13 
« not that it? But, come, I but jeſted. 
« Dreſs, I charge you, as degagee as poſ- 
« {jble, or ] and my ſiſter bride-maid will 
« actually eclipſe you. Haſten; for the 
©breakialt waits.“ 
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At her entrance into the parlour, So- 
phia was met by the merchant, who, 
gracefully ſaluting her, preſented her to 
the enraptured Hartly; who received her 
with a tender and reſpectful air, and 
preſſed her hand ardently to his lips. 
Her countenance was ſuffuſed with 
bluſhes, which gave additional luſtre to 
her beauty, and ſhe appeared the moſt 
lovely figure imaginable.” Daring break- 
faſt, a kind of cont-tt arafe between the 
merchant and Mr. Dixon, o ſhould of- 
ficiate as father to the intended bride. 
Both were deſirous of appearing in that 
character. At laſt, the merchaut yielded 
the point to his friend; from whoſe hand, 
about half an hour afterward, the de- 
lighted Hartly received the conſumma- 
tion of his earthly bliſs—his long- loved 
and amiable Sophia. 

The next day they fat off for Nor- 
thumberland ; that is, Hartly and his 
fair bride, the merchant and Miſs Dixon; 
ac- 
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accompanied alſo on their journey by 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams, and their little 
family; who, as ſoon as they arrived at 
the village, were immedaately put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the farm deſigned for their oc- 
cupation. 

It was a compact eſtate, contiguous to 
that of the merchant. The grateful Wil- 
liams found it already completely ſtocked, 
by means of his generous benefactor; 
through whoſe aſliſtance he ſoon became 
an excellent farmer. Mrs. Williams, by 
her attention to her dairy, and other do- 
meſtic buſineſs, found her health per- 
fectly re-eſtabliſhed; and a little troop of 
ſmiling boys and girls, rendered them 
the happieſt of parents. Every pure joy, 
every refined felicity, preſided in their 
peaceful dwelling; and Mr. Addington 
had, many years, the ſupreme ſatisfac- 
tion of witneſſing the felicity his libe- 
rality had created. 


Sophia 
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Sophia and Hartly ſpent ſome months 
with this moſt excellent man, and then re- 
turned to London, where they lived a rare 
and envied pattern of conjugal happi- 
neſs; often paying a viſit to their beloved 
friend, who never would be prevailed on 
to quit his tranquil retirement, He of- 
ten aſſured them, that their felicity was 
the prolongation of his days; and ſeldom 
forgot to remind them of this maxim 

„That, although there is no evil, 
« which refined minds feel ſo ſenſibly, as 
« that of unmerited calumny; yet, with 
« undaunted fortitude to perſevere in the 
« path of virtue, in ſpite of the malig- 
e nant darts of a cenſorious world, ar- 
« gues the true point of magnanimity ; 
« and will, aſſuredly, ſoon or late, meet 
« its reward. Providence, itſelf, inter- 
« feres for the ſufferer. & He ſhall make 
thy innocence as clear as the light, and 
thy integrity as the noon-day.' 
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